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54 Hidden Village Road, West Tisbury, MA 02575
www.doyleconstructionmv.com 

508.693.9004 • bmazza@doyleconstructionmv.com

Experts in the construction and restoration of  
high quality homes on Martha’s Vineyard since 1990.

Interior Design by Rentschler Interiors.   

Doyle Construction Corp.
    Quality Home Building on Martha’s Vineyard

www.mvbank.com
www.doyleconstructionmv.com
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MORNING GLORY FARM
MARTHA’S VINEYARD nn

FRESH, FRESH VEGETABLES, 
LOVINGLY GROWN ON VINEYARD SOIL FOR YOU!

Home-Grown Grass Fed Beef.
Home-Grown Pork, Fresh Eggs and Chicken

June Crops: Beautiful Lettuce, Strawberries, Scallions, 
English and Snap Peas, Bok Choi, Tomatoes, Beets, 

and Spinach.
 

Our bakery will be busy with Strawberry Jam, 
Strawberry Rhubarb Pie, Zucchini Bread and Fresh 

Yeast Breads made daily.
Open seven days a week, see our website for hours and daily specials. 

www.morninggloryfarm.com

Cataumet Saw Mill of Cape Cod
494 Thomas Landers Road
East Falmouth, MA 02536

508-457-9239
cataumetsawmill.com

Cataumet Saw Mill
Award Winning Reclaimed Antique Flooring on Cape Cod

From the Editor

Buy, Sell, Hold

With the Vineyard real estate market 
so hot, maybe you’re tempted to 

dip your big toe into the water. Is now 
the right time to list your house? What 
would you need to do to get your home 
ready to go on the market? Find out how 
real estate experts answer these ques-
tions, starting on page 16.

 Perhaps you’re not planning any 
moves, but you’ve got friends who’ve just 
bought a new home on the Island. Be sure 
to give them a copy of “Lost and Found on 
the Vineyard,” Steve Myrick’s humorous 
look at how we find our way around the 
Island on bumpy dirt roads with quirky 
signage (page 20). While you’re at it, best 
to give your friends a copy of Kate At-
hearn’s “Pizza, Pizza—For Any Occasion” 
(page 12), too, so at least they won’t starve 
during the first challenging weeks of ad-
justing to the Island.

 All joking aside, you’ll definitely want 
to tell your friends about the kind of peo-
ple who live on this Island—the people 
like Bill Howell (aka Concrete Bill, page 
9)—who build the homes we live in, cre-
ate successful businesses, and still find 
time to serve their community, too. We 
think your friends will like it here.

—Susie Middleton

www.morninggloryfarm.com
www.cataumetsawmill.com
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ON THE ROCK

Dates and Data
Download the app, read the book, 
hear the speakers

Bob Gothard

Walk About
New TRAILSMV app

June 2 is National Trails Day. It also hap-
pens to be the date for the Island’s annu-
al Cross-Island Hike. Best of all, on June 
2, Sheriff’s Meadow Foundation will re-
lease a new app called TRAILSMV that 
contains maps of all 110 public trails on 
the Island, along with a series of curated 
walks and rides connecting conservation 
properties. Each of the Island’s conser-
vation groups contributed information 
to the app, and the Martha’s Vineyard 
Commission loaned cartographer Chris 
Seidel to the project.

 You can download the (free) app just 
in time to use it on the 17.2-mile cross-

Island walk (or any walk, of course). 
Guided by GPS, the app will work even 
if you’re in a place where you can’t get 
WiFi service, provided you’ve been fully 
connected while downloading. The app 
will show your location on (or off) a trail 
and the direction you are heading.

 This first version of the app is avail-
able at the App Store (for Apple us-
ers); an android version follows later 
this summer. A special feature of the 
app is beautiful photographs of all the 
properties, taken by 22 different Island 
photographers. The photos will also be 
displayed at Featherstone Center for the 
Arts, beginning with an opening recep-
tion at 5:00 p.m. on June 2 and running 
through June 17. For more information, 
visit sheriffsmeadow.org.

Photographer Bob Gothard’s photos of Blackwater Pond (top) and John Presbury Norton Farm 
(bottom) are among those from 22 Island photographers who contributed to the TRAILSMV 
app. See the collection at Featherstone Center for the Arts, June 2-17.

What’s it Worth?
MV Real Estate Yearbook

Know someone looking to buy a house 
on the Vineyard? Or maybe you’re 
about to put your house on the market, 
and you’re wondering what it might re-
ally sell for. Either way, you’ll definitely 
want to pick up a copy of the Martha’s 
Vineyard Real Estate Yearbook (right). 
Published in collaboration with LINK, 
the Island’s multiple listing service, it’s 
a comprehensive source of real estate 
data, and it contains information about 
every home, condominium, commer-
cial property, and parcel of land sold in 
the last year, broken down by town and 
neighborhood. The 2018 edition has just 

Summer Reading
MV Author Series returns

 The 2018 Martha's Vineyard Author 
Series is back this summer in Chilmark.  
In a series of author talks throughout July 
and August, it features an outstanding 
line-up of authors who are thought lead-
ers and change makers.  Held on Thurs-
day and Sunday evenings at the Chilmark 
Community Center, the MV Author Se-
ries has become an important aspect of 
the intellectual life of island summers.  

  Among the confirmed authors are 
Iranian-American novelist and essayist 
Porochista Khakpour, whose memoir Sick 

been published and copies are available 
for free. You can also check vineyardga-
zette.co/real-estate for the latest sales 
and real estate market news.

Bob Gothard 

recounts her struggle with chronic Lyme 
disease, on July 26; writer Nafissa Thomp-
son-Spires, whose book of new short sto-
ries is called Heads of the Colored People, 
on July 29; Planned Parenthood President 
Cecile Richards, author of the memoir 
Make Trouble, on August 5; and novel-
ist Tayari Jones, whose latest book is An 
American Marriage, on August 16.

  And on August 19, the Vineyard Ga-
zette in conjunction with the Author 
Series will host best-selling journalist 
and author Michael Pollan who will talk 
about his new book, How to Change Your 
Mind: What the New Science of Psyche-
delics Teaches Us About Conscious-
ness, Dying, Addiction, Depression, and 
Transcendence. In this powerful book, 
the author of The Omnivore’s Dilemma 
explores the renaissance of scientific re-
search into therapeutic uses of psyche-
delic drugs and recounts in vivid detail 

his own experiences with psilocybin, 
LSD and DMT.

 The MV Author Series is held every 
other summer, alternating with the Mar-
tha’s Vineyard Book Festival. Founded 
by Suellen Lazarus, the  mission of both 
is to bring nationally acclaimed authors 
to the Vineyard to discuss their newest 
works. For more information, visit www.
mvbookfestival.com
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AMERICAN REAL ESTATE
21A North Water Street, Edgartown, MA 02539
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BOB SPARKS Cell 508-932-2657

This newly renovated classic colonial recaptures the spirit and charm of 
a bygone era and combines it with all the modern amenities of a twenty-
first century island lifestyle.  There are four en-suite bedrooms (two on the 
first floor and two on the second), hardwood floors throughout, central 
air conditioning, a large family room with fireplace and cathedral ceiling, 
spacious gourmet kitchen with stainless appliances, large center island 
and marble counters. There is a den with fireplace, a bright sun porch, full 
basement, and nicely landscaped yard. All within a short walk to Edgartown 

Village shops, restaurants and harbor.

$2,395,000

45 Edgartown Vineyard Haven Rd., Oak Bluffs - 508.693.3511 - jardinmahoneymv.com  We are open Mon-Sat 8am-5pm, Sun 9am-5pm.

celebrate

Endless Summer®
hydrangea

‘The Original’

$24.50
3 gal. pot

Add classic color with 
HYDRANGEAS

$29.50
10” pot with trellis

Get tropical with
MANDEVILLA

$29.50
10” pot - bush-style
HIBISCUS

and

while supplies last

Chose from Endless Summer® 
The Original, Bloomstruck®,

or Nantucket Blue™

2018 SPRING & FALL SAILING SCHEDULE! MAY 25 – JUNE 7 / SEPT. 10 – OCT. 8

DEPART FALMOUTH
     9:00 AM
     10:30 AM
     3:00 PM

DEPART OAK BLUFFS
     9:40 AM
     2:15 PM
     3:45 PM

MONDAYS – THURSDAYS SATURDAYS – SUNDAYS
MEMORIAL & COLUMBUS day

DEPART FALMOUTH
     9:00 AM
     10:30 AM
     12:00 NOON
     3:00 PM
     4:30 PM

DEPART OAK BLUFFS
     9:40 AM
     11:05 AM
     2:15 PM
     3:45 PM
     5:15 PM

FRIDAYS

DEPART FALMOUTH
     9:00 AM
     10:30 AM
     3:00 PM
     6:00 PM
     8:00 PM   

DEPART OAK BLUFFS
     9:40 AM
     2:15 PM
     3:45 PM
     6:45 PM
     8:45 PM

Island Queen

 TRAVEL ALERTS now available at IslandQueen.com and twitter.com/IslandQueenMV (508) 548-4800

www.hylinecruises.com
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Prompt Reliable Service Fully Insured

         Harvey,  andersen, Marvin

508-693-0980
edwingriggs@comcast.net

Island door &WIndoW

Ed GriGGs BuildEr
General ContraCtor • DesiGn/BuilD

Custom Additions & Remodeling
Dens • Kitchen • Bathrooms • GaraGes • aDD-a-room • custom homes

Quality anD Price control • Fully insureD

508-693-0980 • edwingriggs@comcast.net

ISLAND MUSIC 

10-6:00 Mon-Sat • 58 Main Street, Vineyard Haven • 508-693-8596

THE COMPLETE MUSIC STORE
GUITAR AND PIANO LESSONS • ISLAND MUSIC T-SHIRTS

OFF-ISLAND PRICES: 
Pea v y,  S eagu l l ,  R o l a nd ,  Ta y l o r  Gu i t a r s ,  D ee r i n g  Ban j o ’s ,  K a l a  Uku l e l e ’s .

     
Specializing in Tree Moving, Planting and Removal

Maciel Land & Tree

Cedar 
Evergreen

Native Beech 
Green Giant Arborvitaes

Leyland Cypress
White Pine

Spruce 
and More!
Up to 16’ tall

maciellandandtree@comcast.net .  508-693-9809

www.harvestsunsolar.com
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RICK CONVERY PAINTING, INC.
PRO WINDOW CLEAN & SERVICES

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED

We do it all...We do the job right and on time. 
PAINTING, WINDOW CLEANING, POWER WASHING, 
DECK WORK, FLOORING, CARPENTRY and REPAIR.

Our goal is complete customer satisfaction. 
Call or text and get your detailed estimate in just 24-48  

Cell: 774-229-6320 • Office: 508-627-3677
Rickconvery@gmail.com • rickconverypainting.com 

CALL RICK FOR YOUR PROMPT FREE ESTIMATE!

Endless References

Serving Cape Cod & The Islands

Bernard & Brian Sundquist - Owners
Over 70 Years Combined Glass Experience

• Window Glass & 
Non-Glare Picture Glass 

• Storm Window & Screen 
Repair

• Safety & Tempered Glass
• Marine Replacements
• Glass Shower Doors
• Custom Mirror Work
• Desk & Table Tops
• Insulating Glass
• Storm Doors
• Plexiglas
•  Glass for All Purposes

Commercial Store Fronts
NEW & REPLACED

Open 7am -4:30 pm Monday - Friday  •  537 Teaticket Highway, E. Falmouth

508-540-0317
www.falmouthglass.com

FALMOUTH 
Glass & Mirror

Specializing in Frameless 
Shower Enclosures

Perfect for those sunny

vineyard days.

$15

All merchandise 
available at the 

Gazette office in 
Edgartown, online at 
vineyardgazette.com 

or by calling 508-627-4311.

www.rickconverypainting.com
www.vineyardgazette.com
www.falmouthglass.com
www.mvmosquito.com
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Q&A /VINEYARD VOICES

The Concrete Guy
AN INTERVIEW WITH BILL HOWELL
BY PAULA LYONS · PHOTOS BY JEANNA SHEPARD

NAME: Bill Howell

PROFESSION: Concrete construction

COMPANY: Concrete Bill

WASHED ASHORE FROM: Cape Cod

YEARS AGO: 20

JOB(S) IN FORMER (LIVES): Com-
modities trading, jazz trumpeter, private 
investigation, marina operations

FAVORITE SPOT ON THE ISLAND:  
Long Point Wildlife Refuge

FAVORITE ROOM IN THE HOUSE:  
Wherever the dog is

 
 You think you know Bill Howell not 
long after meeting him. He talks openly 
of growing up on the Cape, his 13 years 
in and out of rehab because of addiction, 
his recovery — thanks to Martha’s Vine-
yard and Vineyard House — and his hir-

ing of others in recovery to work in his 
now highly successful concrete business, 
Concrete Bill.

 But it’s like pulling teeth to get him 
to say that he also trained as a classical 
trumpeter from a very young age, won 
a music scholarship to Tabor Academy, 
played in the Cape Cod Symphony in his 
teens, graduated from Columbia Univer-
sity with a degree in psycho-linguistics; 
and during his years battling addiction, 
played with some of the greatest jazz 
musicians in New York City and worked 
for a while trading commodities on Wall 
Street. Who is this guy and how did he 
do all of that? Not easily, he says.

 “Addiction runs in my family, on both 
sides,” he says.  “After I graduated Colum-
bia in 1985, it really took hold of me. I kind 
of went down hill for a really long time.” 

Q. So what substance or 
substances did you start 
out with?
A. I don’t know. Probably pot, but really 
for me it was whatever was cheapest and 
most available. 

Q. Still, you held impor-
tant jobs, at least at first. 
How did concrete work 
begin? 
A. At my bottom (back on the Cape 
around 1990), there weren’t a lot of jobs 
I could keep. I was in and out of detox. 
I wasn’t reliable, I wasn’t productive, so 
I would get extremely physical, crappy 
jobs, and that turned out to be concrete 
foundation work. So I did that for a long 
period of time. I didn’t like it. But then 
I was no fan of work anyway. But then 
I got into Vineyard House (the Island’s 
only sober living facility), got into recov-
ery, and my whole life transformed.

Q. Wait! Back up!  How did 
you even hear of Vineyard 
House?
A. A guy that I was working for in ’97 
or ’98…his mom was affiliated with Vine-
yard House, and at that time, it was new 
and talked up a lot more. I started get-
ting better in the late 90’s and was actu-
ally living and working on the Island. I 
moved into Vineyard House in the sum-
mer of 1999.

“In recovery, you go 
from a self-centered 

style of living to 
becoming more 

outwardly focused 
and wanting to help.”

9
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Q. And you continued 
working in concrete?
A. Turns out that since I had been doing 
concrete work so long by then that I was 
really good at it. It slowly dawned on me 
that this was something I liked, actually. 
A year into recovery, I started my own 
business. It was tough, I didn’t have any 
money, but I had guys with me, guys who 
were kind of on the same path, and they 
were helpful.

Q. Yes, I understand 
you’ve built your business 
hiring others in recovery. 
Has that proved a good 
strategy?
A. I don’t think about it as a strategy. 
These are the people that I’m around all 
the time. They’re people I think deserve 
a break. And, typically, they’re available. I 
think it has worked out fantastically.  

 And I still, to this day, do a ton of ser-
vice in the recovery community. In re-
covery, you go from a self-centered style 
of living to becoming more outwardly 
focused and wanting to help. I’m now 
on the board of Vineyard House where I 
used to be a resident.

Q. What satisfies you, 
professionally, as Concrete 
Bill?
A. It depends on the nature of the job. 
When I am doing a modular for a local 
person in the community, that is just 
hugely rewarding. I love being able to 
deliver something to them that is afford-
able and of quality.

On the other hand, I also get to work on 
the high end with some world-famous 
architects. It’s super demanding. We are 
doing things and encountering engineer-
ing specifics that not just anybody can 
do. I love learning new stuff. 

Q. And personally, what 
satisfies you most?
A. Just living today. Knowing that I am 

a productive part of society and that I’m 
involved in my community in a whole 
number of ways. That’s important to me.

People who’ve been to the bottom have 
a deeper appreciation, I guess, for just 
everyday living.  

Q. How would you de-
scribe the person you are 
today?

A. I’m the person today who I’ve always 
wanted to be. I know who I am, I know 
what I value, what’s important to me. 
A lot of people can’t say what that is.  I 
know exactly the answer to these things. 
Today, my life is full of meaning and pur-
pose.

Paula Lyons is a former ABC and CBS 
television consumer journalist.

10

In his concrete business (aptly named Concrete Bill), Bill Howell tackles everything from foundations, steps, and floors to countertops and 
highly engineered structures like decks, chimneys, and furniture. His dog Keeper is never far from the action. 
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Martha’s Vineyard Magazine

YOU ARE INVITED
TO CELEBRATE WITH

THE BEST  OF THE BEST

BRINGING OUT THE BEST OF THE VINEYARD

FOOD       DRINKS       MUSIC        AWARDS

THURSDAY, JUNE 7, 2018        FARM NECK CAFE        6 - 10 PM

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW
BOV2018.BPT.ME

$40 ADVANCE    $45 AT THE DOOR

THE SEASON’S OPENING PART Y!

Featuring the Mike Benjamin Band!

www.mvmagazine.com
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Pizza, Pizza—For Any Occasion
BY KATE ATHEARN

 Forget turf fields or canceled ferries, 
if you want to spark an inspired debate 
among Islanders, ask them about pizza. 
Never are Vineyard residents so passion-
ate, so intensely opinionated, as when 
discussing their personal preferences for 
the traditional bread, sauce, and cheese 
combo. 

 But listen a little more closely, and 
you’ll hear that very few people are com-
pletely loyal to only one spot; one guy 
has his favorite, but his wife likes that 
one all the way over in Edgartown, and 
the kids love the slices in OB. Oh, and 
then there’s that place on the way home 
from soccer practice that’s not actually 
that bad, if you get the special.  

 Pizza is the king of take-out—the 
quick, universally appealing meal we fall 
back on in times of stress, celebration, 
and plain old laziness. As divided as we 
think we are, pizza itself is about bring-

ing people together: We negotiate top-
pings and portions, and even when we’re 
in a rush, everyone sits down to eat to-
gether, enjoying the fresh-from-the-oven 
tastiness. 

 While the Island may not rival New 
York or Chicago in terms of choices, we 
really do have a pizza for everyone, and 
more importantly, for every occasion.   

Weeknight Take-out
ROCCO’S PIZZERIA
 In Vineyard Haven, Rocco’s Pizzeria 
is my family’s choice for busy nights 
when we need a quick and convenient 
meal. Time and again, Rocco’s simple, 
dependable New York style pizza has 
rescued us from our overscheduled 
weekdays and provided a gratifying pre-
movie bite. The crust is soft and chewy 
on the inside, while maintaining a satis-

fying crunch around the edges. There’s 
enough rich, slightly sweet sauce to 
enhance the flavor and texture without 
making the crust soggy. They offer daily 
specials, like any self-respecting pizze-
ria, but the menu sticks to the traditional 
array of toppings, and shies away from 
trying to get too fancy.  

Date Night

PIZZA DI NAPOLI
 Pizza di Napoli at the Loft in Oak 
Bluffs offers grownups a fun option for 
date night. The 21+ game room has ev-
erything I love about game night (board 
games, yummy food, a full bar) and 

12

Monica Stoilovska (top photo) packs up a big Wolf's Den pizza to go. The 18-inch pies at Pizza 
di Napoli (bottom photo) are perfect for two—with leftovers for breakfast.

Jeanna Shepard

Jeanna Shepard
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none of the annoying parts (namely, my 
children). Plus, Pizza di Napoli’s jumbo 
sized 18-inch pies guarantee there will be 
leftovers, and if anything is better than 
being relieved of cooking dinner, it’s get-
ting out of cooking breakfast the next 
day too. Pizza di Napoli is—you guessed 
it—Neapolitan style pizza: an ultra-thin 
crust under a light layer of hand-crushed 
tomato sauce and shredded mozzarella. 
Toppings are well balanced, but are used 
sparingly to preserve the crispness of 
the crust, making it less likely to flop 
and easier to eat with your hands. This 
comes in handy at Loft, when you’re 
playing darts or shooting pool, like the 
unfettered childless couple you’re pre-

tending to be. 

 Family Fun
OFFSHORE ALE COMPANY
 Even though Martha’s Vineyard sum-
mers are ripe with perfect picnic weath-
er, we occasionally do find ourselves in 
the midst of a seriously dreary afternoon 
that can only be saved by the brick oven 
and low-key friendliness at Offshore Ale 
in Oak Bluffs. There’s a little bit of fun 
for everyone—craft beers for the adults, 
root beer and throwing peanut shells on 
the floor for the kids. Offshore’s Roma, 
with its sliced tomatoes and fresh herbs, 
smells like your grandmother’s vegetable 
garden and looks almost as pretty.  The 
crust is on the thinner side, but still re-
tains that cushiony, chewable quality. 
You can even add truffle oil if it strikes 
your fancy. My personal favorite is the 
Double Garlic, which features not only 
roasted garlic and garlic oil, but onions 
and Kalamata olives as well. It’s pungent 
and briny and definitely keeps vampires 
(and anyone else) away for at least a day.  

Girls’ Night Out
ROCKFISH
 A perfect match for girls’ night out, 
the flatbread at Rockfish in Edgartown 
oozes comfortable elegance, just like 
the ambiance in the restaurant’s down-
stairs bar. The menu changes every few 
months and features seasonal ingredi-
ents; look for everything from steak to 
smoked salmon. The Italian Sub flat-
bread is a more sophisticated version 
of the sub shop favorite—a pile of spicy, 
salty meats accented with pickled ba-
nana peppers and shaved red onion. The 
crust is on the thinner side and picks up 
those deliciously smoky charred spots 
in the wood-fired oven. Not exactly a 
pick-up-and-eat-with-your-hands kind of 
pizza, this is more conducive to civilized 
knife-and-fork consumption, which I’m 
usually against. But technically it’s a flat-
bread, not a pizza, and this is girls’ night, 
so we’re allowed to be dainty.

 
Feeding the Wolves
WOLF’S DEN
 The teenagers in my house love 
Wolf ’s Den thick-crust pizza. Not only 
do the hearty pies satisfy their bottom-
less hunger pits, but the wide variety of 
unconventional toppings really speaks 
to an adolescent’s emerging sense of ad-
venture. Signature pies include Chicken 
Caesar, Shrimp Scampi, and the boys’ fa-
vorite, Big Mac, complete with pickles, 
special sauce, and a sesame seed crust. 
The addition of cheddar to their moz-

13

ABOVE: Offshore Ale owner Phil McAn-
drews tops up a pizza destined for the brick 
oven. LEFT: Not only are Offshore's pizzas 
delicious—favorites include Double Garlic 
and Roma—but the restaurant is also a fam-
ily friendly spot, with craft beer for adults 
and root beer and peanuts (for shelling—
watch out!) for kids. BOTTOM: At Loft, adults 
(21+) can enjoy time away from the kids, a 
few games, and great Neopolitan-style 
pizza, courtesy of Pizza Di Napoli. Try the 
Carne, the Carbonara, the Hawaiian, or the 
Buffalo Chicken 

Jeanna Shepard

Jeanna Shepard

Jeanna Shepard
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zarella blend adds a creamy, familiar 
complement to the tangy, almost yeasty 
flavor in the decadently thick crust.   

Those Summer Nights
GIORDANO’S 
 Pizza from Gio’s is by far the Island’s 
favorite. On some level, we all know that 
our love affair is heightened by the fact 
that it is only available from May to Sep-
tember—and that Gio’s is located right 

in the heart of Oak Bluffs, the buzzing 
epicenter of summer on the Vineyard. 
I can’t tell you if it is legitimately the 
best tasting pizza ever in the history of 
pizza, but I do know that it is genuine-
ly delicious if consumed the right way: 
purchased in slice form and eaten right 
there on the sidewalk, a river of grease 
running down your chin.  
 Whether catching up with friends or 
filling the whiny pizza hole of overtired 
and hangry children, pizza is more about 
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Michael and Sons - Luxury Mobile Restrooms

9GentlemenLadies

508-696-0725  |  luxuryrestrooms@yahoo.com

New England’s only factory authorized service center of

BROWN JORDAN
Wrought Iron Restoration | Oven Fired Finishes | Servicing All Brands

OUTDOOR FURNITURE REPAIR

Chatham Refinishing Company

www.chathamrefinishing.com    508-732-0011   Pick Up and Delivery on Martha’s Vineyard

the social experience than the specific 
flavor. It’s about compromise and conces-
sions, T-ball victories and major league 
defeats, spontaneous movie nights, and 
noticing when your partner really needs 
a night off from washing dishes. So if we 
must speak our minds about crust thick-
ness and the merits of pineapple on piz-
za, let’s at least do it over pizza.

Kate Athearn lives in West Tisbury with 
her husband and two sons.  

Two more to try

 Our friends who work 
in Vineyard Haven swear 
by the thin-crusted slices 
at Porto Pizza, conve-
niently located on Water 
Street across from the 
Stop 'n Shop. Grab a slice 
(try the white pizza with 
broccoli and garlic), and 
sit on one of the picnic 
tables outside. 

 In Edgartown, Vine-
yard Gazette staffers are 
fond of The Fun Guy piz-
za at Isola restaurant on 
Church Street. The Fun 
Guy features roasted por-
tabella and cremini mush-
rooms with white truffle 
oil and fresh spinach.

Jeanna Shepard

TOP: A slice of pepperoni pizza from Gior-
danos is a summer classic. RIGHT: Gio's is 
open for business, and Tory Reagan (left) 
and Liv Paolano (right) are ready to serve 
you a slice or two.

Timothy Johnson

www.chathamrefinishing.com
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FATHER’S DAY
CAR-B-Q CLASSIC

June 17, 2018

ENTER YOUR CLASSIC CAR  $35
Benefiting the Martha’s Vineyard Fallen Firefighters Fund

 ‘Best in Show,’ First/Second/Third Place Trophies Awarded

REGISTER YOUR CAR AT 
carbq.bpt.me

SPONSORED BY:

FREE FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!
10:30 AM Power Cruise

11 AM – 1 PM Harbor View Hotel
Classic Car Show on the Great Lawn

Hot Barbecue, Lawn Games and Fun Photo Ops

+
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Your Vacation Station 
Reggae and your favorite songs

@WYOBMV

STREAM FROM OUR WEBSITE             
www.wyobmv.org 

in Vineyard Haven
Island Music
Martha’s Bikes
Native Cuts
Rocco’s Pizza
Vineyard Caribbean

in Edgartown
Atria
Edgartown Diner

NOW ON AMAZON ECHO! 

“Alexa-ENABLE 105.5 

Reggae SKILL”

in Oak Bluffs
Barn Bowl & Bistro
C’est La Vie
DaRosa’s
Enchanted Chocolates
Giordano’s
Lazy Frog
Third World Trading

Pick up your sticker...

carbq.bpt.me
www.wyobmv.org
www.ussportscamps.com
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To List or Not
Thinking of selling your house on the Vineyard? There’s no time like the present

BY JANE SEAGRAVE

 Ah, spring! The pinkletinks chirp, 
buds turn to blooms and visiting friends 
start asking, ‘any houses for sale on Mar-
tha’s Vineyard?’

 Spring can be a great time to sell an 
Island home, quite simply because there 
are fewer on the market now than at any 
other time of year.

 “Inventory on the Vineyard is driven 
by the seasonal nature of a resort com-
munity,” said Deb Taylor Blair, president 
of LINK, the Island’s multiple listings 
service, explaining that home sellers of-
ten opt to enjoy one last summer before 
making up their mind to part with the 
family homestead.

 As of mid-May, there were just 238 
single family homes on the market Is-
land-wide, and most of those were at 
the high end of the price range. Of the 
homes listed for sale on LINK, just 75 
were priced below $1 million and only 
six were under $500,000, five in Oak 
Bluffs and one in Edgartown.

 And those will go quickly, Deb noted.

 “Anything below $600,000 is being 
snapped up immediately,” she said. “Up-
ward pressure on price, lack of affordabil-
ity at the entry level, those are the trends 
we’re seeing, and it’s happening in Nan-
tucket and in Boston too.”

 Home prices on Martha’s Vineyard 

have been edging up steadily over the 
past four years. In 2017, the median sell-
ing price across the Island was $810,000, 
compared with $659,000 in 2014.

 Four of the Island towns set median 
price selling records last year: Aquinnah 
($1,750,000), Edgartown ($970,000), Oak 
Bluffs ($645,000) and Vineyard Haven 
($614,750). 

 The booming market is also evi-
denced by the total volume of home 
sales in 2017: more than $575 million, up 
11.5 percent from the previous year.

 So if you are thinking of selling, and 
don’t mind taking the risk of a vagabond 
summer, there’s no time like the present.

ON THE MARKET: RED HOT REAL ESTATE

“In 2017, the median 
selling price of 

homes across the 
Island was $810,000, 

compared with 
$659,000 in 2014.”

16

Timothy Johnson
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ON THE MARKET: RED HOT REAL ESTATE

Fix it or Leave It?
To get your house ready to list, declutter and land-

scape—but skip the major upgrades

BY LOUISA HUFSTADER

 With the Island real estate market blaz-
ing hot right now (See “To List or Not” 
at left), you might be wondering what it 
would take to get your own home ready 
to sell. On the Vineyard the answer to 
that question is “surprisingly little.” 
Real estate experts agree that there’s no 
need for costly improvements to attract 
a buyer. But clearing out clutter will 
reveal a property’s possibilities—and 
landscaping can add value.

The house-changing magic 
of tidying up  
 
 Ironically, one of the best things you 
can do to get your house ready for sell-
ing is also one of the hardest—and one 
of the cheapest: paring down. Real estate 
brokers agree unanimously that excess 
stuff has got to go.
 “It’s inevitable that you’re moving, so 
start the process early,” Lesley Heidt, a 
partner and principal broker at Sand-
piper Realty in Edgartown advised. “Any 
of the extras that aren’t necessary — get 
them out.”
 That includes old, outdated, or worn 
window treatments, she continued. Sell-
ers should take down faded curtains, 
dilapidated blinds, and dingy shades to 
make a brighter impression.
 “People want light and bright,” Lesley 
said.

 While decluttering doesn’t cost any-
thing, if you have the budget, the next 
best thing you can do to make your 
house feel brighter and cleaner is to give 
it a fresh coat of paint. It’s a smart move, 
particularly if your home has a variety of 
wall colors in different rooms.
 “Neutral is still the way to go, and 
one color throughout is ideal,” she said. 
“Painting, of course, is not a small invest-
ment — but it goes a long way. It helps 
with any odors that may be in the home, 
and it immediately gives a nice, fresh 
presentation.”
 Leslie Pearlson of Tea Lane Associ-
ates in Chilmark also recommended de-
cluttering and de-personalizing a home 
for sale, so prospective buyers can eas-
ily imagine themselves living there. And 
she, too, considers fresh interior paint a 
worthwhile expense.
 “Keep it lean and as open as possible,” 
Leslie said. “Neutralize the house.” 

Save money and skip the 
kitchen upgrade

 In real estate markets on the main-
land, sellers routinely upgrade kitchens 
and bathrooms to attract top dollar, but 
the market is a little different on the 
Vineyard, where a majority of buyers 
want to make their own changes. Here, 
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Average and Median Selling Price of Single-Family homes, Five-Year Trend

Median Selling Price

$810,000

= Edgartown  (139)

= Oak Bluffs  (102)

= Vineyard Haven  (92)

= Chilmark  (38)

= Aquinnah  (9)

= West Tisbury  (51)

Single-Family Home Sales by Town, 2017

What do the stats mean for you?

You don't have to be a statistician to take away the key news 
from looking at the graphics above. But it is interesting to 
consider them both together if you're thinking about putting 
your home on the market.

 The top chart shows that median home prices on the Is-
land have gone up every year since 2014. The pie chart be-
low indicates  that the towns of Oak Bluffs, Vineyard Haven, 
and Edgartown had a high volume of sales last year. 

 This means that if you have a home below the median 
price in one of these three towns, you are in a prime posi-
tion to list (and sell) your house—at a fair market price, of 
course. Especially given that we already know that invento-
ry (at the low end of the market) is low. And based on input 
from Island realtors (at right), you might not have to spend a 
lot to get your house ready to list; you will however, have to 
spend some time on the decluttering.  

Jeanna Shepard
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Hydrangeas and grasses add a sense of privacy and increase curb appeal at the same time.
Jeanna Shepard

A wisteria-covered  pergola is one way landscaping makes this  home feel warm and welcome.
Jeanna Shepard

18 19

real estate professionals do not recom-
mend making costly renovations.  
 In fact, all three Island brokers who 
spoke with the Vine emphasized that 
sellers definitely should not go to the 
trouble and expense of making these 
changes if they don’t want them for 
themselves.
 “Nobody wants to put in money if 
they’re not going to get it back — unless 
they’re doing it for their own enjoyment 
and love,” said Abby Rabinowitz, Leslie 
Pearlson’s partner at Tea Lane Associates.
 “If the appliances are really shabby, 
maybe do that,” said Leslie Heidt of Sand-

piper Realty. All three brokers agreed that 
anything more extensive is unlikely to pay 
for itself, as the new owners will almost 
definitely have differing tastes.
 “I find that most buyers want to put 
their own imprint on the home,” said Les-
lie Pearlson of Tea Lane. “It’s not critical 
for the seller to go crazy making it right.”

 Create a sense of place

 If you’re not ready to sell now, but are 
thinking about it down the road, Martha’s 
Vineyard real estate is a good enough in-
vestment that you can do pretty much 

anything you like with your home. Still, 
some choices are more likely than others 
to enhance the value.
 “Some properties are really all about 
the land — most of the value is in the 
land, not the house,” Abby said. “If you 
have a property like that, you may not 
want to put too much into the house. 
Other properties are very much about 
the house.”
 In either case, landscaping is one of 

the best ways to maintain and add value, 
she said.
 “Whether it be adding additional 
landscaping or simply maintaining 
what’s there, it creates a sense of place 
for your property; it can add to privacy; it 
can make your entrance feel welcoming, 
and it can make your place feel loved and 
cared for.”
 Landscaping can be a major expense, 
or a minor one, she continued. “It could 
also be something that for some own-
ers is a labor of love and something they 
want to do, and other owners are going 
to contract it right out.”
 If you can open up a view on your 
property—whether it’s of water, hills, the 
horizon, or meadows—this is another en-
hancement that Abby feels will pay off.
 “That’s almost always going to add 
value,” she said. “The Vineyard is all 
about location.”
 With that in mind, she said, adding a 
swimming pool may add value to some 
locations while in others, it would only 
be advisable if the current owners love 
to swim.
 “You can sometimes even have a plan 
for a pool, so you can paint a picture for a 
buyer of what they might be able to do,” 
she said.
 Real estate agents, architects and 
landscape designers can all be resources 
when planning what kinds of changes to 
make in your Martha’s Vineyard property, 
Abby added, but consult yourself as well:
 “At the end of the day, you can’t live 
your life around improving your home 
for value. That doesn’t mean that you 
need to be foolish about it either. It’s 
about getting that balance.”

On the Vineyard, realtors advise putting money into landscaping rather than major redos.
Jeanna Shepard
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THE VINEYARD’S ONLY ONE-STOP SHOP 
FOR ALL THINGS CANNABIS RELATED.

15 Main Street, Vineyard Haven  |  508-687-9228
HOURS:  Tuesday-Saturday  11-7

Products ranging 
from glass pipes by 
American artisans 

to vaporizers, water 
pipes, C.B.D. products, 

a large selection of 
rolling papers and other 

assorted accessories.

T I M E  M A C H I N E
vineyardgazette.com/timemachine

 Explore Vineyard History.

SPONSORED BY: 
CRONIG’S MARKET, HARBOR VIEW HOTEL, MV CAMP MEETING ASSOCIATION, MV MUSEUM

Breakfast All Day • Lunch • Dinner • Takeout  
Catering • Full Bar

Summer Hours: 
8 AM- 8 PM Daily

65 Main St, Edgartown • 508.627.9337

Carpet, Area Rugs, Tile,

Wood, Luxury Vinyl

(508) 693-2240  •  carl.macdonaldsmv@gmail.com
Behind Black Dog – State Road, Vineyard Haven

Fam
ily owned and 

operated since 1941

SUPPORT
community  
journalism.

Island of Martha’s Vineyard, seven miles off southeast
coast of Massachusetts. Winter population, 16,535; in
summer, 105,624. Twenty miles from city of New Bedford, 
80 miles from Boston and 150 miles from New York. 

Devoted to the interest of the six towns on the Island of
Martha’s Vineyard, viz.: Edgartown, Oak Bluffs, Tisbury
(Vineyard Haven), West Tisbury, Chilmark and Aquin-
nah. These, with Gosnold, constitute Dukes County.
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The dandelions and buttercups gild all the lawn: the drowsy bee stumbles among the clover tops, and summer sweetens all to me.
– James Russell Lowell

Cabinetry, Counters, Plumbing & Lighting

“How to Work with a Contractor, 
Designer, Architect”

Sunday, July 9 , Noon -1

rsvp: 774 253 3828 

Seminar

Limited Space | No Fee

508˙627˙8725
89 Pease’s Point Way South

The Villager: 12 North Water Street

My Island Bartender

cocktail catering with a twist!
- beverageevents.com
- 617 999 3008

Island’s  
best selection and 

best prices

Island-Wide Delivery!
508-693-0236
Downtown Oak Bluffs

 

508-693-9197 | Located next to the MV airport

FURNITURE STORE 

INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES

CUSTOM WINDOW TREATMENTS 

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY 
and SLIPCOVERS 

PLEASE
RECYCLE

J. P. URANKER WOODCARVER

WWW.JPUWOODCARVER.COM

THE TRADITION
OF HANDCARVED
EAGLES
CONTINUES
TODAY

(508) 693-5871
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Luxury Real Estate • Sales, Rentals, Buyer Brokerage
www.mvlandvest.com • 508-627-3757

THE ISLAND 
AWAITS

By SARA BROWN

Two Day-Trippers Injured
In Moped Collision

With VTA Bus

Airport Mobil Owner Facing
Court-Ordered Eviction

Land Bank Revenues
Continue to Climb
Fiscal Year Tally Shows Revenue

Up Three Per Cent Over Last Year
At Martha’s Vineyard Land Bank

Rhythms of a Poetic Life Are
Anchored by a Joyful Heart

Jeanna Shepard
Busy streets, smiling faces and lots of red, white and blue defined Fourth of July celebration on the Vineyard.

Hot Time

Fourth of July
Rings Bell

For Summer
By VIVIAN EWING

 With the Fourth of July holiday falling 
early in the week and a quick upturn 
in weather, Island businesses were hit 
hard and seeing stars over the holiday 
stretch. But most saw the crowds com-
ing and were quick on their feet.
 “On Friday evening and Saturday, 
there was quite a backup on the Cape,” 
said Robert B. Davis, general manager 
of the Steamship Authority. “In terms of 
automobile reservations, people were 
frantic that they weren’t getting there 
in time.”
 To deal with the long lines, the boat 
line had a full staff on duty. “People are 
called in, whether they’re scheduled 
for it or on overtime, particularly for 
the parking lot, for the busses,” said Mr. 
Davis, who took the helm at the SSA 
last week for retiring longtime general 
manager Wayne Lamson. “Instead of 
boats going out with empty spaces, 
we were able to fill them up and keep 
everything moving,” Mr. Davis said.
 On Tuesday July 4, traffic slowed ever 
so slightly. “The days leading up to it are 

To Page Eight

Jeanna Shepard
Rose Styron is on the move, always.

By MOLLIE DOYLE
 Poet, journalist and human rights 
activist Rose Styron’s day begins with 
bacon. Sitting in her light-filled kitchen 
overlooking the Vineyard Haven harbor, 
she bites down on a piece. 
 “I know it’s bad for you and all that, 
but I just love it,” she says. Behind her is 
a wall of phone numbers — from Island 
taxis and the fish market to the private 
lines of Martha’s Vineyard’s most cel-
ebrated summer residents. 
 “I lost my vision for a while a few 
years ago and adopted this system. 
Someone told me I shouldn’t have these 
names and numbers up on a wall for all 
to see, but . . . ” She waves an arm in the 
air and laughs. “I’m not worried about 
it. It works.”
 Her 14-year-old grandson Huck 
wanders into the kitchen, says good 
morning, grabs some bacon and then 
wanders out to find his mom in what 
Rose refers to as “the kids’ house.” Rose 
points to a small building near the main 
house. “That was Bill’s studio.” 
 Rose was married to the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning writer Bill Styron for 53 

years. In 2006, he died of pneumonia 
at the age of 81. She tells a bit about 
the history of the studio: “It was one of 
the two prefab structures that existed 
when we bought the property in 1965. 
Bill used to sleep until noon and then 
we’d have lunch and then he’d go to that 
studio. We’d see him again at dinner and 
then, once the kids were in bed, I’d stay 
up and listen to what he’d written. The 
next day I’d type it up for him. Now his 
studio is where three teenagers are liv-
ing.”
 As if on cue, another young man 
tumbles out of the building.
 “That’s Tommy Jr. He’s a sailor. All 
skin and bones right now.” 
 Tommy Jr. waves to Rose and trots 
across the lawn to the Vineyard Haven 
Yacht Club where he is working as a 
sailing instructor this summer. Then 
Huck’s mom Alexandra, whom every-
one calls Al, wanders in. She greets 
her mom, grabs two slices of bacon and 
heads off to play tennis.
 Once Al leaves, Rose gets up and 
To Page Seven

By ALEX ELVIN
 Revenues at the Martha’s Vineyard 
Land Bank are up for the fourth straight 
fiscal year, reflecting an ongoing robust 
Martha’s Vineyard real estate market.
 For the fiscal year ending June 30, 
the land bank collected $13.6 million, a 
three per cent increase over the prior 
year. The largest portion of revenues 
came from sales in the middle range of 
the market, between $500,000 and $1 
million.
 Established in 1986 by an act of the 
state legislature, the land bank collects 
a two per cent fee on most arm’s-length 
real estate transactions. The money is 
used to buy public conservation land, 
protect aquifers, scenic vistas and farm-
land, and help promote affordable hous-
ing through partnerships with govern-
ment and nonprofit community groups.
 Land bank revenues are considered 
a general barometer for the real estate 
market, which has been on a steady 
upswing since the national recession 
about a decade ago.
 The land bank tracks its revenues on 
both a calendar and fiscal year basis.
 Revenues hit a low of $5.7 million in 
2008, down from a high of about $12.9 
million in 2006. But recent years have 
To Page Six

Mark Lovewell

Owner of Airport Mobil station now faces eviction after legal setback.

By JOHN H. KENNEDY
 The owner of the Airport Mobil sta-
tion is facing eviction by the end of the 
month following another legal setback 
in court this week.
 The commercial eviction judgment 
against Airport Fuel Services Inc. takes 
effect July 31, just as the Island experi-
ences its seasonal surge of motorists.
 AFS, which runs Airport Mobil, had 
leased the property on lot 33 at the 
airport business park for 20 years, but 
lost out to another Island gas station 
operator in the bidding process for a 
new long-term lease this spring.
 AFS owner Michael Rotondo sought 
to block the new lease and force another 
bidding process in Dukes County supe-
rior court, but those challenges were 
rejected. The Martha’s Vineyard Airport 
Commission, responsible for awarding 
the lease, won a judgment to take “pos-
session of the premises,” handed down 
Monday by Edgartown district court 
Judge J. Thomas Kirkman.

 After a one-day trial last week, the 
judge found that AFS’s lease had expired 
in March and that it “has wrongfully 
held over beyond the extension to the 
lease granted” by the commission.
 “The airport commission is grateful 
for the judge’s ruling and now looks for-
ward to a prompt transition of the prem-
ises to the successful bidder for the gas 
station lease,” said David Mackey, the 
airport commission’s lawyer.
 The critical question now is whether 
Mr. Rotondo will be able to remove all 
the improvements — the gas station, 
pumps, underground fuel tanks, con-
venience store and car wash — by the 
end of the month, or instead be able to 
come to an agreement to sell them to 
the new tenant, Louis Paciello of Depot 
Corner Inc., which runs two Edgartown 
gas stations.
 Part of the judge’s ruling focused on 
To Page Six

 Two visitors on a rented moped were 
recovering Thursday after sustaining in-
juries in a Wednesday evening head-on 
crash with a Vineyard Transit Authority 
bus on Eastville avenue in Oak Bluffs.
 Oak Bluffs police said Altagracia 
Melo, 46, from Roslindale was recover-
ing from surgery at Beth Israel Hospital 
in Boston, where she was taken by Med-
Flight Wednesday 
evening after sus-
taining serious in-
jures. 
 Lieut. Timothy 
Williamson said 
Mrs. Melo had in-
juries to her abdo-
men that required 
surgery. She was 
seriously injured 
but is expected to recover, he said, and 
she will likely be in the hospital for a 
week or so. 
 Mrs. Melo was a passenger on a rental 
moped driven by her husband, Ruben 
Inoa-Rodriguez, 42. Lieutenant Wil-
liamson said Mr. Inoa-Rodriguez was 
in stable condition and recovering at 
Martha’s Vineyard Hospital, where he 
was taken after the accident. 
 Police said the couple was visiting 
Martha’s Vineyard for the day.
 Oak Bluffs police, fire and EMS all 
responded to the scene just after 5 p.m. 
at the corner of Eastville avenue by 
Temahigan avenue near the hospital, 

where there is a narrow curve. Other 
moped crashes have taken place over 
the years at the stretch of road by the 
hospital, including three fatal accidents. 
 Fire chief John Rose told the Gazette 
by phone Wednesday evening that the 
rented moped was traveling toward Oak 
Bluffs when it collided with a VTA bus 
traveling toward Vineyard Haven. “The 

moped collided al-
most head-on with 
the bus,” the fire 
chief said.

He said both 
driver and passen-
ger were wearing 
helmets.

Lieutenant Wil-
liamson said it ap-
peared the moped 

lost control trying to negotiate the 
corner, crossed the center line of the 
road, and struck the bus head-on. Police 
said the moped had been rented from 
Adventure Rentals in Vineyard Haven.
 Lieutenant Williamson said it was 
clear that the moped operator was at 
fault, and the driver admitted he took 
the corner too fast and crossed into the 
oncoming lane of traffic. “He actually 
mentioned he observed the sign that said 
‘caution mopeds’ before the accident,” 
Lieutenant Williamson said. 
 He said police did not intend to issue 
any citations to the moped driver. “The 
To Page Six

“The investigations shows 
the moped operator was at 
fault for the crash . . . . It’s 
not going to do any good 

to issue a citation.” 

1

Subscribe at vineyardgazette.com 
or call 1-877-850-0409

www.vineyardgazette.com/timemachine
www.nisafit.com
www.rosiesofmv.com
www.vineyardgazette.com


Page 20 · THE VINE

Lost and Found on the Vineyard
New around here? Forget logic or GPS or sensible street names—finding your way around the Vineyard requires a 

sense of humor, a little extra time, and a vehicle you don’t mind trashing.

BY STEVE MYRICK
 
So you’re buying a house on Martha’s 
Vineyard. Congratulations. Chances are 
you’ve been here before, so you know the 
people are pretty easy going, the beaches 
are great, and there’s lots to do, especial-
ly in summer. 
 Just don’t assume you can find your 
way around. Without laughing. Or crying. 
 You might meet some new friends 
from Vineyard Haven. That’s what every-
body calls the town between Oak Bluffs 
and West Tisbury. Good luck finding it 
on a map. Its real name is Tisbury, but 
people rarely refer to the town by its real 
name. 
 Don’t make the mistake of assuming 
logic or good order has anything to do 
with the way we name our towns and 
streets. If logic prevailed, we would call 
the next town over West Vineyard Ha-

ven. Nobody does that.
 You might also be confused about our 
streets and avenues. Many of them are 
dirt, and a frighteningly high percentage 
of them are all but impassible in any-
thing short of a military vehicle, such as 
an amphibious tank. 
 If you get invited to dinner in one sec-
tion of Tisbury, er . . . Vineyard Haven, al-
most every set of directions will include 
the blue rock. It’s a rock, oddly enough, 
painted blue near the end of Lake Street, 
which goes to Lake Tashmoo, which is 
really a salt pond, not a lake.  
 Your friends might say, “Take a left at 
the blue rock, go through the giant pud-
dle, take the third right, and we’re the 
fourth house on the right.”
 If the paint ever wears off that rock, 
no one will ever find anything.

 We also like to play with little puns 
when naming our streets here. For in-
stance, if you take a right at the blue rock, 
and you get lost in the bewildering rab-
bit’s warren of dirt streets and avenues, 
you might find yourself on Goah Way. 
Real place. People live there. 
 Chances are, you will still be lost a 
half-hour later, and you might stumble 
onto Bumpy Road. Which is indeed, 
bumpy—very bumpy. If you get really, 
really, lost, you might end up in Oak 
Bluffs on an old dirt road named . . . Old 
Dirt Road.
 And don’t even get started about 
County Road and Old County Road. 
They’re not in the same neighborhood, 
not even in the same town. They are, 
however, in the same county.
 At least those are real places. If you 

use an on-line mapping program for 
driving directions, sooner or later you’re 
going to be directed into a wooded lot 
or onto a walking path. These are called 
paper roads. Maybe there used to be a 
road there at one time, and they still ex-
ist on some ancient map nobody uses, 
but at present they don’t resemble a road 
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THE VIEW

"If the paint ever 
wears off that rock, 

no one will ever  
find anything."

Chris Burrell
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in any way, shape, or form. This is espe-
cially disheartening when you are look-
ing for a shortcut to avoid summer traffic 
tie-ups. It’s right there on Google Maps, 
clear as day, a way around that madden-
ing back up. But it’s a paper road, and 
you’re back in traffic.
 You may think you could find solace 
in Edgartown, where the downtown 
streets appear to be laid out in a logi-
cal grid. Driver beware. Most of those 
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streets are one-way, with no rhyme or 
reason except to confound drivers.
 Main Street promptly becomes one 
way when you get downtown. From there, 
it is almost impossible to get back out of 
town. There are people who have lived 
on the Island for years who are reluctant 
to come to Edgartown because they are 
afraid they will never get back home. 
Your best bet is to determine which way 
seems logical, then turn the other way. 

Creating and Maintaining Dynamic

         Landscapes with the Right Approach
508-627-0754

www.teleslandscaping.com

You will find your way out eventually.
 Lastly, there is that whole up-Island 
rural delivery thing. 
 If you live in West Tisbury, and you 
want to get your mail delivered to a mail-
box at the end of your driveway, you 
have to go to the Vineyard Haven (Tis-
bury) branch of the post office because 
that’s where they dump the mail when it 
comes off the boat. They will give you 
a Tisbury address to have your stuff 

mailed to. It may or may not be based on 
your actual street address. Probably not. 
You have to use the Tisbury address to 
get your mail in West Tisbury. If people 
use your physical address, you’re likely 
to never see the mail.
 Try explaining that to your credit card 
company. 

Steve Myrick is senior reporter for the 
Vineyard Gazette.

You may think you live in West Tisbury, but your mail's going to Vineyard Haven.
Jeanna Shepard

In this neighborhood, your dinner party directions will always include the blue rock.
Jeanna Shepard

www.teleslandscaping.com
www.workingearthmarthasvineyard.com
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YOUR VISIT STARTS HERE
Ferry Schedules • Nightlife 

Movie Schedules • Island Information
and more at mvol.com

NIGHT LIFE. DAY LIFE. YOUR LIFE.

ISLAND TIME
Our picks for the week ahead on Martha’s Vineyard

SUBSCRIBE FREE!
vineyardgazette.com/newsletter

Fall in love with your car again!

• Interior/Exterior Detailing
• Standard Wash
• Headlight Restoration
• Construction Cleaning
• Deck Washing
• Window Cleaning

(508) 560-7021

IslandBreezedetailing@hotmail.com           @islandbreezecardetailing

Do you need your window screens replaced?

Call Windows Plus: 508-338-4642    
Window Cleaning, Adjustment & Screen Design/Repair

www.mvol.com
www.vineyardgazette.com/newsletter
www.midcape.net


THE VINE ·  Page 23

@alicejunethompsonphotography
ALICE JUNE THOMPSON

@dolandurkee
LIZ DOLAN DURKEE

@jeannashepardphotography
JEANNA SHEPARD

Old Stone House, Oak Bluffs

Island theater,Oak Bluffs

Oak Bluffs Ferry pier

Tag your photos:

 #theVineMV  #vineyardgazette  @vineyardgazette or email thevine@mvgazette.com

@timmjaws
TIM JOHNSON

Dr. Fisher house, Edgartown

Vineyard Built
We tend to think of Vineyard beauty in terms of flora and 
fauna, sand and sea. But our manmade structures—from 
homes, churches, and gathering places to bridges, piers, 
and docks—add an extra dimension of interest that defines 
the Vineyard landscape. Without the Tabernacle, the 
Grange Hall, Gay Head Light, or the Old Whaling Church 
( just for example), the character of each of our Island 
towns might feel very different. That may be why so many 
photographers use these beautiful buildings as inspiration 
again and again. 

In the next issue, we’ll be looking for Instagram photos of 
something delicious – food!

Struc·ture / ‘strek(t)SHer/ noun

1. The arrangement of and relations be-
tween the parts or elements of something 
complex.

2. Any of dozens of gingerbread cottag-
es, lighthouses, barns, whaling captains’ 
homes, boardwalks, fishing shacks, bridg-
es, bulkheads, churches, chicken coops, 
tool sheds, storefronts, gathering places, 
outhouses, front porches, gazebos, and 
camps that mark the Martha’s Vineyard 
landscape.

INSTA ISLAND
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BY THE NUMBERS

High Stakes
BY NICOLE GRACE MERCIER
ILLUSTRATIONS BY CHRIS BURRELL

$ 5 . 5
M I L L I O N

$1.2
million

$9,795,000 

$315,000

FLYING AWAY. Edgartown voters 
reject the $1.2 million upgrade to 
the Katama Airfield hangar at the 
town’s election. 

NEW OWNERS, SAME PLACE. The 
iconic Lambert’s Cove Inn is sold 
for $5.5 million to a Boston busi-
nessman, who says it will remain 
an inn and restaurant. 

ON THE WATER. The highest price 
paid for a single-family home in 
the month of April is $9,795,000. 
What you get is a ten-room home 
with four bedrooms, a pool, your 
own private beach and sweeping 
views of Katama Bay on a 1.6-
acre lot.

IN THE WOODS. On the other end 
of the spectrum, the lowest price 
paid for a single-family home in 
the month of April was for a two-
bedroom, one-bathroom camp 
on a 0.29-acre lot in Tisbury for 
$315,000.1.6 ACRES

0.26 ACRES
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Subscribe NOW!
New subscribers receive a free copy of Island Guide, 

with best bets and local favorites on Martha’s Vineyard!

www.mvmagazine.com • 508-627-4311 • 877-850-0409 Toll Free
or mail this form with payment to: PO Box 66, Edgartown, MA 02539

Martha’s Vineyard Magazine 
Published 7 times a year (including 2 Home & Garden 

editions), the magazine features articles, photography, 
tips, and recipes, along with the annual  

Best of the Vineyard awards.

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY/STATE/ZIP:

PHONE:        

E-MAIL:

❏ PAYMENT ENCLOSED 
*Subscription to start upon  receipt of payment.

Martha’s Vineyard
M A Y – J U N E  2 0 1 8                                                                                                                                                      $ 6.0 0

Pesticides: Should we be alarmed?
The strange history of Ed Lee Luce
Stina Sayre’s timeless style

CATCH THIS FISH! 

2 YEARS

$3995

1 YEAR

$24 95

3 YEARS

$6995

Celebrating 14 years of fun!

S P E C I A L I Z I N G  I N 
G A M E ,  S P O R T  A N D  F A M I L Y  F U N

LEISURE STARTS 
at THE LAZY FROG

42 Circuit Ave, Oak Bluffs             508-696-HOPY 
www.lazyfrogmv.com                

www.mvmagazine.com
www.lazyfrogmv.com
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www.vineyardhomecenter.com
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Dependable, on time, on budget 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

ASSOCIATE ROOFING

508-645-3228
info@vineyardroofing.com
www.associateroofing.com

ROOFING and SIDING, 
Remodeling and Repairs

FREE ESTIMATES!
eastcoastseamless.com

508-693-6139

ISLAND WATER
SOURCE, Inc.

Well Drilling  Water Systems
Water Filtration

JOHN CLARKE
508-693-4999 |  Fax: 508-693-6186

islwater@aol.com

Hearing Health Care for All Ages

Lesley Segal, MA CCC/A
(508)696-4600 

20 Indian Hill Rd., West Tisbury

Gutters, Remodeling and Repairs
FREE ESTIMATES

eastcoastseamless.com
508-693-6139

508.693.0803
4 State Rd • Vineyard Haven

www.educompmv.com

• Complete network setup and management
• PC & Mac Sales and Service
• Authorized Apple Repair Center
• In home service, Internet/wireless setup
• Spyware and virus
   removal

Apple Certified
Sales and Service

Maciel Land & Tree
Specializing in Tree Moving, Planting and Removal

Now Selling Trees:
Cedar

Native Beech
Leyland Cypress

White Pine
Spruce

Evergreen, and More!
Up to 16’ tall

$
maciellandandtree@comcast.net

508-693-9809

- TREES MAKE GOOD NEIGHBORS -

THE ISLAND'S ONLY AUTHORIZED DEALER

508-693-3837  •  mvigenerator.com
mvigenerator@hotmail.com

Generator Service
SALES  • INSTALLATION  • SERVICE

INDIVIDUAL NUTRITION & 
WEIGHT LOSS COUNSELING

Prudence Athearn Levy, MS, RD
Josh Levy, MS, RD

(508)627-3235
www.vineyardnutrition.com 20 East Line Rd.,Edg. | 508-693-3375 | midcape.net

Kitchen, Window & Door Showroom     home centers

MY PUP’S PAL
There for your dog while you’re away. 

508-627-2628
MyPetsPalMV@gmail.com

$15 A VISIT  
$40 FOR AN OVERNIGHT

$10 EXTRA PER PET

BASIC FEEDING,  
WALKING,  

AND PLAYING 

• Landscape Design 
• Construction • Lawn Care 

• Maintenance

ORGANIC 
GARDENING and LANDSCAPING

workingearthmarthasvineyard.com

508-627-7094

TUTORING TEST PREP
COLLEGE APPS

Reserve now for summer! 

THE CENTER FOR NEW LEARNING
EduComp Building, Vineyard Haven

(920)410-4577
info@cnlmv.org • www.cnlmv.org

GOT STUMPS?

ALL ISLAND STUMP GRINDING
413-204-7959

P.O. Box 4459
Vineyard Haven, MA 02568

jeffrey4410@yahoo.com

Big or small, we grind them all!

STEVE MYRICK 
PHOTOGRAPHY

www.stevemyrickphotography.com
stevemyrickphotography@gmail.com

978.606.4795

Fine art photography from Martha’s Vineyard 

Reflections on 
MARTHA’S VINEYARD

Available at
 Bunch of Grapes Bookstore

and the Vineyard Gazette

"SOME OF THE 
BEST WRITING 
ABOUT THE 
VINEYARD
…EVER." 

– Tom Dunlop, Editor
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
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Magnificent Chappy estate overlooking Katama Bay
Edgartown - 22 Lelands Path

 $15,900,000 

Rare & pristine oceanfront haven on 97.63 acres 
Aquinnah - 5 & 6 Red Gate Farm Road

 $22,500,000 

Oyster Pond waterfront with private beach
Edgartown - 50 Oyster Watcha Road 

 $14,950,000 

Elegant custom built home with pool 
Edgartown - 19 Pierce Lane

 $6,100,000 

Waterfront on Lake Tashmoo  
Vineyard Haven - 122 Kuffies Point Way 

 $5,000,000

Waterfront estate on 8 acres on Lucy Vincent
Chilmark - 11 Azalea Lane

 $5,200,000 
 

Private 2.6-acre estate in Mink Meadows
Vineyard Haven - 201 Mitchell Road  

 $2,500,000 

New construction in the heart of Katama 
Edgartown - 20 West Street 

 $3,475,000 

Lake Tashmoo waterfront with private beach
Vineyard Haven - 575 Chappaquonsett Avenue 

 $3,200,000 

Waterfront on Katama Bay with extensive views
Edgartown - 107 Washque Avenue 

 $3,250,000 

Victorian home in downtown Edgartown
Edgartown - 22 Pierce Lane 

 $3,000,000 

Chappaquiddick beachfront on 5.23 acres
Edgartown - 15 Maqua Way

 $2,999,000 

Custom home in downtown Edgartown
Edgartown - 87 Cooke Street 

 $2,950,000 

Contemporary home with private beach
Edgartown - 23 North Neck Road 

 $2,950,000 

Charming 5-bedroom home downtown  
Edgartown - 15 Cummings Way 

 $2,750,000 
    

Stunning home on East Chop 
Oak Bluffs - 15 Dover Street

 $2,475,000 

Modern farmhouse with sweeping views
Edgartown - 106 Clevelandtown Road

 $1,950,000 

Fully renovated Captain Dexter home 
Vineyard Haven - 92 Main Street

 $2,350,000 

Historic home in the village 
Edgartown - 41 Winter Street 

 $1,895,000 
  

Newly renovated multi-use property
Oak Bluffs - 73 Circuit Avenue 

 $1,875,000 

Beach cottage on Vineyard Sound
Vineyard Haven - 585 Herring Creek Road

 $1,285,000 

Restored landmark with guest house
West Tisbury - 335 Lamberts Cove Road 

 $1,495,000 

Sophisticated antique home 
Vineyard Haven - 85 State Road 

 $859,000 

Completely renovated home on 4.14 acres 
West Tisbury - 56 Willow Tree Hollow 

 $949,000 

Property Sales Vacation Rentals

 — www.wallacemv.com — 1 North Water St., Edgartown 508.627.3313 9 State Road, Chilmark 508.645.5044
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www.wallacemv.com
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Land Maintenance Lawn Care MasonryIrrigation

(508)693-5428 – www.millersprofessionalsco.com

Pool Installation

“Let’s Jump In!”

28

www.millersprofessionalsco.com
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