
Island of Martha’s Vineyard, seven miles off southeast
coast of Massachusetts. Winter population, 20,530; in
summer, 94,650. Twenty miles from city of New Bedford, 
80 miles from Boston and 150 miles from New York. 

Devoted to the interest of the six towns on the Island of
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(Vineyard Haven), West Tisbury, Chilmark and Aquin-
nah. These, with Gosnold, constitute Dukes County.
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The birds of the winged trees flying my name Above the farms and the white horses I rose in rainy autumn And walked abroad in a shower of all my days.
– Dylan Thomas

PLEASE
RECYCLE

Pumpkin Spice

theagencymarthasvineyard.com 
508.627.7320

205 Upper Main St. Edgartown

TWO HOMES. 
ENDLESS VINEYARD POSSIBILITIES. 

63 VINEYARD MEADOW FARMS RD, WEST TISBURY

REAL ESTATE • MARTHA’S VINEYARD

State Road   •   Chilmark, MA   •   508-645-3533

MENEMSHA HARBOR WATERFRONT
The flagship of Chilmark. This large building/restaurant extends right to the water’s edge at Menemsha where there is a private deepwater dock. 
Extraordinary sunset views past Cuttyhunk and on toward Newport. This property can go either way – be it the house of a lifetime with your 
yacht by the front door or a restaurant as you reclaim the Home Port, a fixture in the history of Martha’s Vineyard. Co-Exclusive $4.5 million.

SERENE CHILMARK PERFECTION
Over 3 acres of pastoral bliss off an historic lane as the sunlight streams thru the oversized windows of this 4 bedroom farmhouse highlighting the 
pristine interior. The master bedroom is its own escape with oversized bath and sunken tub. Accents such as antique doors, nooks and crannies lend 
a special charm. A full deck extends afternoon into twilight. Privacy and comfort are apt words for this special new offering. Exclusive $1,500,000

CHILMARK CAN’T MISS OPPORTUNITY
Offered AS IS this 4 bedroom home just begs for your architectural input. Awesome panoramic waterviews of the Atlantic, 
Menemsha Pond, Vineyard Sound and Aquinnah from this hilltop setting abutting acres of conservation land. Separate studio, 
access to tennis, short walk to Menemsha. REDUCED $250,000 for immediate sale. Builders best buy. $2,450,000

Choose Wisely, Pick a Realtor
WWW.CONROYMV.COM • 508-645-3533

Luxury Real Estate • Sales, Rentals, Buyer Brokerage
www.mvlandvest.com • 508-627-3757
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HIDDEN COVE CONDO WITH RESORT-STYLE AMENITIES

40 Hidden Cove Rd. Unit #2, Oak Bluffs

Ray Ewing
By boat and by shore, looking to cast their luck as the derby continues. 

East Chop Bluffs Project
Loses Federal Funding

By EMMA KILBRIDE
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Ray Ewing
Donnie Benefit, captaining the Edgartown dredge. 

Vineyarder 
Aims to Change
Cornell Culture
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	 The federal agency that promised 
Oak Bluffs $10 million to fix a crum-
bling section of East Chop Drive four 
years ago says it is no longer required 
to award the town the money, citing 
permitting delays and the agency’s de-
cision to limit grant extensions moving 
forward.
	 The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) declined to give the 
town more time to access the grant 
to repair the eroding stretch between 
Brewster avenue and Harrison avenue, 
which has been closed for nearly a de-
cade, after the eligibility period to use 
the grant lapsed in May of this year. 
The project has been plagued by delays, 
and certain state and federal permit ap-
plications necessary for the project to 
proceed are still outstanding.
	 Town administrator Wendy Brough, 
who is also the project manager, an-
nounced the loss of funding at last 
Tuesday’s Oak Bluffs select board meet-
ing and said the project’s future remains 
uncertain.
	 “Right now, we are in a bit of a stall 
with East Chop regarding the funding,” 
Ms. Brough told the board.
	 The town first closed East Chop 
Drive to motor vehicles in 2018, citing 
its precarious position on an eroding 
bluff overlooking the Vineyard Sound. 
The stability of the area has been an 
issue for decades, worsened by major 
weather events such as Hurricane Bob 
and Hurricane Sandy. 
	 The town’s proposed solution is to 
construct a 1,200-foot barrier along the 
bluff to restore what has been lost to 
erosion and protect the area from future 
degradation.
	 The town got to work on the plan 
to repair and reopen the area in 2018 
and received word from FEMA in 2022 
that it had won the $10 million grant. 
But shifting priorities at FEMA and a 
delayed project timeline led the agency 

	 “At some point, it has  
to be done. As long as we  

don’t do anything, the road  
will stay closed.”

	 In a letter to the Massachusetts Emer-
gency Management Agency (MEMA), 
FEMA acknowledged that the East 
Chop project was experiencing “signifi-
cant permitting delays” but nonetheless 
made the unappealable decision to not 
offer the grant extension.
	 “FEMA is strategically limiting ap-
plication and performance period ex-
tensions to improve administrative 
management of the program while 
continuing to comply with applicable 
regulatory and policy requirements,” 
the letter reads. “Accordingly, FEMA 
has denied the Recipient’s request for 
a twenty-two-month Period of Perfor-
mance extension.”
	 The East Chop project is still waiting 
on approvals from the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers and the Massachusetts Of-
fice of Coastal Zone Management after 
applying for permits in March 2025.

	 After contracting a rare form of vibrio 
in Vineyard waters, a local fisherman 
nearly lost his foot to infection.
	 Donnie Benefit, a 68-year-old Edgar-
town resident and captain of the Ed-
gartown town dredge, noticed a blister 
growing between his index and big toe 
on his left foot after three days of shell-
fishing. At first, he didn’t think much of 
it and did some home treatments. But 
the wound got worse, and he went to 
Martha’s Vineyard Hospital after the 
infection began to devour the skin off 
the top of his foot, exposing the muscle 
and tendons below.
	 “When they finally got me in there, 
it looked like I pulled my foot out of a 
wood stove,” said Mr. Benefit.

Vibrio Infection Sidelines Shellfisherman

Zoning Ballot Question Stirs Debate

to pull the grant — a possibility Ms. 
Brough first raised in April 2025.
	 “The denial was tied to FEMA’s policy 
direction concerning extensions under 
an expired grant program and broader 
grant closeout and administrative man-
agement objectives, rather than any 
identified deficiency in the East Chop 
project itself,” Ms. Brough wrote to the 
Gazette last week.
	 Meanwhile, the project is only get-
ting more expensive. Back in 2018, its 
estimated cost was $16.9 million. That 
cost has now risen to $33.3 million, ac-
cording to the town.

	 After the staff at the hospital saw 
how far the infection had progressed, 
Mr. Benefit was flown to Mass General 
Brigham in Boston, where he under-
went several rounds of surgery. Despite 
the aggressive nature of the infection, 
Mr. Benefit is expected to make a full 
recovery under his current treatment 
	 “The recovery is actually going re-
ally well,” Mr. Benefit said. “I had four 
surgeries to get rid of the infection and 
then another one to clean it up.” 
	 What Mr. Benefit contracted was a 
rare bacteria called vibrio vulnificus. 
While Islanders are often familiar with 
vibrio parahaemolyticus, which is typi-
cally contracted when eating contami-
nated raw sea food, vibrio vulnificus 
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	 A new proposal headed to the Nov. 3 
state election could open up tradition-
ally undersized lots to home develop-
ment in the down Island towns. 
	 Ballot question seven, if passed, 
would allow single-family homes to be 
built in residentially zoned areas as long 
as the land is at least 5,000 square feet 
(approximately 11 per cent of an acre), 
has 50 feet of land bordering a road, and 
has access to public sewer and water. 
	 The initiative has drawn support 
from Gov. Maura Healey, housing ad-
vocates and the Vineyard’s state senator 
Julian Cyr for its ability to help bring 
more housing opportunities to Mas-
sachusetts.
	 Island planning, building and zoning 
officials said the measure, if passed, 
would open up many parcels in Tisbury, 
Oak Bluffs and Edgartown to develop-

ment that would have been considered 
too small under existing zoning.
	 That has caused some concern 
among Islanders, who worried the pro-
posal could bring more development 
that feeds the second home market. 
Proponents say the law does allow 
towns to prohibit the new development 
from being used as short-term rentals, 
and there is a potential to put further 
restrictions on them in the future. 
	 The ballot question was put forward 
by Legalize Starter Homes, a Lowell-
based organization that hopes to see 
more options for people trying to make 
a living in the Bay State.
	 “The goal is to create homes that are 
smaller, lower cost, lower maintenance,” 
said Andrew Mikula, the chair of the 
Yes on 7 campaign. “This should be the 
baseline allowance everywhere in Mas-

sachusetts that has the infrastructure.”
	 Municipalities would be able to put 
restrictions on height, setbacks, parking 
and whether the properties could be 
rented out on a short-term basis.
	 The ballot question would only affect 
the down Island towns, as Aquinnah, 
Chilmark and West Tisbury don’t have 
municipal water or sewer. But planners 
said the down Island towns have many 
of these sorts of lots that would be 
eligible should the question pass.
	 “There are a slew of small lots, post-
age stamp lots, in Oak Bluffs, Vineyard 
Haven and Edgartown,” said Adam Pet-
kus, the Oak Bluffs building inspector. 
	 The proposal has drawn criticism 
from organizations such as the Mas-
sachusetts Municipal Association, a 
nonprofit that provides advocacy and 

By ETHAN GENTER

By CHARLES LEITNER

can lead to more severe infections that 
can include gastrointestinal inflamma-
tion (gastroenteritis) and redness or 
swelling around a wound (cellulitis). 
In extreme cases, flesh-eating disease 
(necrotizing fasciitis) or sepsis can also 
occur.
	 Edgartown officials announced the 
vibrio vulnificus case in August, but 
said there was not a widespread public 
health concern.
	 “Generally speaking, while there is 
increased bacterial activity as water 
continues to warm, infection is much 
more common in the South than the 
Northeast,” said Brice Boutot, the Ed-
gartown health agent. “When enjoying 
the waters of Martha’s Vineyard, risk 
of infection remains low for those who 

	 Two weeks ago, a former Cornell Uni-
versity student filed a lawsuit in New 
York alleging that seven male students 
gang raped her at a fraternity house in 
2024. The woman, identified only as 
Jane Doe, said the Chi Phi fraternity 
members assaulted her for hours after 
pressuring her into snorting ketamine, 
smoking marijuana and drinking high-
proof liquor. She is suing the school, the 
fraternity and the seven men she claims 
assaulted her, among others.
	 For Vineyarder and Cornell junior 
Olympia Hall, the alleged rape has dom-
inated nearly every conversation of the 
past several weeks. As co-president of 
Cornell’s Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Safety Club, Ms. Hall spends much of 
her time working to dismantle a cam-
pus culture that permits and enables 
assaults like the one Ms. Doe allegedly 
endured two years ago.
	 “It’s overwhelming,” Ms. Hall told the 
Gazette this week by phone. “I mean, 
this is my school. This is my commu-
nity. I think this has hit this campus 
hard, and … people are definitely out-
raged. They’re upset.”
	 Ms. Hall graduated from Martha’s 
Vineyard Regional High School in 2024, 
and has been a member of Cornell’s 

Ray Ewing
Question 7 has the support of Governor Healey, but local officials have reservations.
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	 A year-round Island clothing store in 
Oak Bluffs is set to close its doors for 
good this winter. 
	 Basics Clothing Company, the fam-
ily outfitter at 24 Circuit avenue, is 
preparing to shut down in December, 
co-owner Erin Tiernan told the Gazette 
last week. 
	 According to Ms. Tiernan, she and 
business partners Thomas and Laurel 
Welch came to the decision after the 
owner of the building, the Barmakian 
Realty Trust, expressed interest in sell-
ing the property. Attempts to reach the 
trust and trustee Luke Barmakian were 
unsuccessful. 
	 Ms. Tiernan, who also runs Oso and 
is a part owner of Eastaway with the 
Welches, lives in a condo above Basics, 
and said an ownership change would 
create too much uncertainty for both 
her business and her personal life. 
	 “There’s a big disconnect on the 
Island between what businesses can 
produce and what real estate is worth…” 
she said. “If the whole [building] goes 
and somebody else buys it, and then 
we have a new person renting to us, 
obviously with that change in mortgage 
payment, our rent would become too 
high for the business to sustain.”
	 A real estate listing for the build-
ing, which is also home to The Corner 
Store, has not been posted publicly. The 
property is assessed at over $3 million.
	 Ms. Tiernan said she and her busi-
ness partners are still deciding what to 

do with Eastaway, Basics’ seasonal sister 
store at 20 Circuit avenue.
	 “Without Basics, the corporation re-
ally doesn’t support all three of us,” she 
said. “One of us will be going forward 
with it, but we’re still trying to sort out 
that part.”
	 Ms. Tiernan has been involved with 
Basics for more than half her life. She 
has been part-owner of the store for 17 
years and has worked there for 23 years 
in total.
	 “It’s the most time I’ve spent on any-
thing in my life, and it definitely feels 
like an entire chapter is closing,” Ms. 
Tiernan said. “New doors open, and 
we’re all going to be fine... but it’s still a 
loss to the community.”
	 Running a year-round Island clothing 
business has meant a great deal to Ms. 
Tiernan.
	 “We see people at their best when 
they come in because they need some-
thing for … a wedding, and we see them 
at their worst when they need black 
pants for a funeral,” she said.
	 As Basics prepares to offload its in-
ventory, all items are currently at least 
25 per cent off, with certain items as 
much as 50 per cent off. To Ms. Tier-
nan, the empty store will leave a hole 
in Island retail.
	 “I think everybody will really feel it 
the first time it snows, and it’ll be hard 
to find snow boots for kids,” she said.

Island School Committee
Eyes System-Wide Changes

Circuit Avenue Retailer
Plans To Close this Year

By EMMA KILBRIDE

Land Bank Revenues
	 The Martha’s Vineyard Land Bank reported revenues of $677,352 for the 
business week ending on Friday, Sept. 25, 2026. The land bank receives its 
funds from a two per cent fee charged on many Vineyard real estate transac-
tions.
	 Much of the land bank revenue last week came from the town of Oak 
Bluffs, where four transactions resulted in $247,025, and Edgartown, where 
two transactions resulted in $202,967. One transaction in Chilmark earned 
$140,000, three transactions in Tisbury earned $77,360.34, and one trans-
action in West Tisbury resulted in $10,000. No eligible transactions were 
recorded in Aquinnah.
	 The land bank uses its revenues to purchase and manage land for purposes 
of conservation, preservation and passive recreation. To date the agency has 
participated in the purchase of more than 4,242 acres of Vineyard land.	 The Tick Center at Martha’s Vineyard 

Medical is hosting a new mindfulness 
and stress management group program 
beginning Wednesday, Oct. 14 and con-
tinuing for eight weeks.
	 The program will be led by Vineyard-
based psychologies Ruth Folchman, and 
aims to help patients living with alpha-

gal syndrome, chronic Lyme disease 
and other persistent tick-borne health 
conditions through stress-management 
and mindfulness skills. 
	 Ms. Folchman will be guiding patients 
with tools for managing the stress, 
anxiety and disruption that come with 
a chronic tick-borne health condition.

	 An outside review of payroll and hu-
man resources procedures for public 
schools on Martha’s Vineyard has found 
costly inconsistencies between the five 
districts, according to a report from the 
Collins Center for Public Management 
at the University of Massachusetts, 
Boston.
	 Island towns would save money if 
their school committees unified the 
practices for all school employees, 
regardless of where they work, two 
Collins Center consultants told the all-
Island school committee on Sept. 24. 
	 “Because there are so many different 
software systems across the Island, the 
default systems have been very manual 
and very paper-based,” said Marie Al-
tieri, who presented the report with 
Monica Visco. 
	 The all-Island committee engaged the 
Collins Center to review school prac-
tices after discovering inconsistencies 
in how transportation workers were 
being paid under a new timekeeping 
system that was negotiated with the 
bus and van drivers earlier this year.
	 “There really is room to be able to 
create some efficiencies,” said Ms. Al-
tieri, listing some potential software 
solutions.
	 “There are absence management pro-
grams out there, whereby people can re-
port a request to take time off, and then 
that is handled electronically. There are 
also substitute placement programs out 
there, where it can automatically go out 
and offer substitutes the job, and again, 
that would create a bunch of efficien-
cies,” she said.
	 “And there are definitely employee 
portal programs out there for self-
service, so that employees can do it 
themselves rather than have to email 
and then a staff member has to keep 
track of everything,” Ms. Altieri said.
	 The Collins Center’s top recommen-
dation was to unify employment and 
payroll procedures across all six public 
schools.
	 At present, staffers at the Edgartown, 
Oak Bluffs and Tisbury schools — each 
of which has its own school district and 
elected school committee — are town 
employees who are paid through their 
municipalities.
	 The Chilmark and West Tisbury 
schools, which also serve children 
from Aquinnah, compose the up-Is-
land school district, which has a single 
elected committee and handles its pay-
roll and other finances through the Mar-
tha’s Vineyard Public Schools superin-
tendency office in Vineyard Haven.
	 The superintendent’s office also man-
ages fiscal affairs for Martha’s Vineyard 
Regional High School, which has its 
own district and committee.
	 In addition to updating payroll and 
staffing processes, the Collins Center 
report strongly recommends a central-
ized human resources department to 
ensure all public school employees are 
treated equally.
	 Currently, Island teachers’ seniority 
is limited by contract to the district 
in which they are currently working. 
Teachers in the three down-Island 
towns can’t change schools without 
losing their seniority and up-Island 
teachers may only keep seniority if they 
transfer between Chilmark and West 
Tisbury.
	 Superintendent of schools Jaime Cur-
ley, who started her job July 1, said she’s 
already working to make some proce-
dures more consistent across districts, 
including the Family Medical Leave Act 
process and the way resignations are 
handled.

	 The Vineyard Gazette’s Car-B-Q 
Classic auto show will return to the 
Winnetu Oceanside Resort on Oct. 11, 
continuing a tradition that began in 
2015. 
	 The event is hosted by the Gazette 
alongside the Winnetu. It will take place 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the lawn of the 
resort with an accompanying cookout. 
The power cruise, or car parade, portion 
of the event will begin at 10 a.m.  
	 Spectators will have the opportunity 
to vote for their three favorite cars, with 
prizes awarded to the winners. 
	 The Car B-Q celebrates the Island’s 
longstanding love of classic cars and 
the close-knit community surrounding 
the hobby. The Gazette is part of that 
community, with its own 1955 red Chevy 
truck, which regularly appears in the 
Fourth of July and Christmas parades 
on the Vineyard. 
	 Classic car owners can register their 
vehicles for $50, and admission is free 
for spectators. Registration for this year 
is still open; visit carshowpro.com/
events/view/3471

	 Oak Bluffs has once again decided to 
hold off on proposing a controversial 
new bylaw at town meeting that seeks to 
regulate commercial events at residential 
properties.
	 At last Tuesday’s select board meeting, 
the board narrowly voted to postpone ask-
ing voters if they’d like to force commercial 
event hosts at private homes to get the 
town’s blessing beforehand.
	 Voters tabled a previous version of the 
bylaw at town meeting in April, and select 
board member Mark Leonard spearheaded 
the rewrite presented this week. He said it 
was designed to mitigate safety concerns 
that arise from a lot of people congregat-
ing in one place by making event holders 
apply for a permit with the town 30 days 
prior to the event.
	 The bylaw would have applied to events 
with paid participation or ticketing and 
would have exempted nonprofits and po-
litical groups.
	 “If you want to have your daughter’s 
wedding at your house, perfectly fine, 
no issues. It’s your house, you can have 
as many people as you want,” he said. “If 
you start renting out your house to have 
weddings, now you’re becoming a com-
mercial event in a commercial venue, and 
so this requires those people… to apply for 
a permit.”
	 The bylaw received pushback from 
members of the public earlier this year, 
as many feared it would cut their ability 
to have events at their homes. 
	 Among the concerned was Keija Minor, 
who appeared virtually at Tuesday’s meet-

ing to express her opposition to the bylaw 
as written.
	 “The idea that 10 people, 20 people, is 
going to be a public safety threat or disrupt 
the neighborhood, I don’t know if we’ve 
seen data that shows that,” she said.
	 Ms. Minor said Mr. Leonard invited her 
specifically to a small group to workshop 
the bylaw. But she criticized the process, 
noting that agendas, minutes and sched-
ules for the small group were not made 
public.
	 “To do this in the shadows, I think, is a 
misstep that we won’t be able to undo,” 
Ms. Minor said.
	 Select board member Emma Green-
Beach said she was not aware that meet-
ings were taking place to craft a corporate 
events bylaw. She contrasted the process 
with the working group headed by select 
board member Bill Cleary over the past 
several months to hammer out a short-
term rental bylaw. Meetings for that group 
were advertised to the public with agendas 
and minutes.
	 “That concerns me a little bit,” she said.
	 Under state law, town boards, commit-
tees and subcommittees are required to 
post agendas 48 hours ahead of a meeting, 
and then keep minutes of those mee-
itngs. While the short-term rental working 
group was formally created by the town, 
making it subject to these rules, Mr. Leon-
ard told the Gazette that his group was not 
created by the select board, meaning it did 
not need to adhere to open meeting law.
	 “This work group invited people. Every-
body got copies of minutes. Everybody got 

copies of different drafts. We incorporated 
inputs, and it went forward through a 
process,” Mr. Leonard said at Tuesday’s 
meeting. “It just was not on an agenda 
published on the town website.”
	 Select board vice chair Sean DeBetten-
court both acknowledged Mr. Leonard’s 
efforts and said he wished the process had 
been more transparent.
	 “I would celebrate member Leonard’s 
efforts to try to engage with as many 
stakeholders as he could … and he went 
out of his way to make that process more 
transparent than potentially it needed to 
be, in that he could have simply written 
[the bylaw] and brought it to us…” Mr. 
DeBettencourt said. “I do wish [the meet-
ings] had been agendaed. I do wish they 
had been posted.”
	 “The fact that the select board asked 
member Cleary to lead the [short-term 
rental] process and go through the public 
meetings doesn’t mean that every bylaw 
requires that,” he later added.
	 Ultimately, Mr. Leonard and Mr. Cleary 
voted to move the bylaw forward, while 
Ms. Green-Beach, Mr. DeBettencourt and 
select board chair Dion Alley voted against 
the measure.
	 “I do think that we have all worked re-
ally hard to gain and keep and build trust 
in Oak Bluffs and all the different facets 
of all the hard work that we do, and a lot 
of hard work went into this,” Ms. Green-
Beach said. “We know that, but if other 
people don’t feel that, then … there could 
be detriment to that.”

Event Bylaw Put off in Oak Bluffs
By EMMA KILBRIDE

By LOUISA HUFSTADER

	 One of the Island’s most prominent 
summer events, the Martha’s Vineyard 
African American Film Festival, this 
week issued a call for submissions to 
its 25th-anniversary festival in 2027.
	 But exact dates for the film series are 
up in the air, due to uncertainty over 
when the Martha’s Vineyard Performing 
Arts Center may be available for public 
use next summer.
	 The 790-seat auditorium, which has 
been the film festival’s home for the past 
decade and a half, will lose its parking 
area at the end of the current school 
year, when the $333.5 million Martha’s 
Vineyard Regional High School project 
gets under way.
	 As the future home of the high 
school’s first two-story classroom wing, 
the parking lot will become an active 
construction site as soon as school lets 
out in June, according to the work plan 
from project management firm W.T. 
Rich.
	 The performing arts center building 
also will be affected by the removal of 
nearby classrooms to make way for new 
administrative offices, Evan Moore of 
W.T. Rich told the high school building 
committee Sept. 29.
	 Mr. Moore said the performing arts 
center could be available for part of the 
summer, but public entrances will have 
to change and the Oak Bluffs building 
and fire departments will need to issue 
new occupancy permits.
	 The final decision on whether or not 
to allow public events at the performing 
arts center during construction will be 
up to the regional high school commit-
tee, once the building committee makes 
its recommendation.
	 That can’t happen until, at the earli-
est, November, when Tappé Architects 
is scheduled to deliver its designs for 
the building work.
	 Martha’s Vineyard African Ameri-
can Film Festival co-founder Stephanie 
Rance said the uncertainty is preying 
on Island businesses that rely on the 
festival for crucial revenue in August.
	 “We’re just in a precarious predica-
ment right now [because] all of these 
businesses and hotels … are really bank-
ing on this happening so they can meet 
their bottom line,” she told the building 
committee.
	 “I don’t know what to say to them,” 

Ms. Rance said, asking the committee 
if she could go ahead and publicize the 
2027 festival week.
	 “If we announce our dates as July 30 
to August 7, I’m not understanding what 
the issue would be with that, because 
we would just figure it out as we go 
along,” she said.
	 “Whatever we have to do is what we 
have to do … We will work with you to 
make this a success for everybody,” Ms. 
Rance said.
	 Unfortunately, it’s just too soon to 
guarantee specific dates, said Amy 
Houghton, who sits on the building 
committee and the high school com-
mittee and chairs the all-Island school 
committee.
	 “Until we have approval from the 
town of Oak Bluffs … I don’t think that 
we’re in a position to say that it’s abso-
lutely a go-ahead for the dates that you 
just mentioned,” Ms. Houghton said.
	 “I would hate for you to say that and 
then have the town of Oak Bluffs come 
back and say ‘We’re not comfortable 
with the egress, we’re not comfortable 
with any of that,’ so we can’t,” she said.
	 The Island’s largest indoor theatre 
by hundreds of seats, the performing 
arts center is where Ms. Rance and her 
husband, Floyd Rance, held their first 
Martha’s Vineyard African American 
Film Festival in 2002.
	 At the time, only a handful of people 
attended, and the film festival moved to 
smaller venues for several years. But as 
the audience grew, the festival returned 
to the performing arts center in 2012.
	 The Martha’s Vineyard African 
American Film Festival now attracts 
thousands of people each summer, in-
cluding film stars and other celebrities 
whose appearances draw national me-
dia attention.

High School Project Poses
Uncertainty for Film Fest

By LOUISA HUFSTADER

Edgartown Seeks Deal on
County’s Katama Farmland

By ETHAN GENTER

	 Edgartown officials are eyeing a deal 
to preserve a pair of farmland parcels in 
Katama that the county government is 
looking to offload to bolster its budget. 
	 The town select board held a closed 
door executive session Monday to discuss 
the properties at 9 and 13 Aero avenue 
after the Dukes County Commission an-
nounced its intentions to sell the land.
	 The potential sale of the land raised 
concerns among town officials and the 
Farm Institute, which has been using the 
property for its animals and to access its 
farmland.
	 While details have not been hammered 
out, Edgartown town administrator James 
Hagerty said the town doesn’t want to see 
the combined 1.2 acres, assessed at $1.5 
million, become built up. 
	 “The town is interested in not having 
those turn into single family lots,” said Mr. 
Hagerty said in an interview Tuesday.
	 The county purchased the properties in 
1979 for $7,500 a piece, according to asses-
sor records, but in recent months has been 
looking at selling them after conducting an 
inventory of all of the county-owned land.
	 After that study, the county’s land use 
committee determined the county didn’t 
have a use for the two potentially very 
valuable lots, according to Martina Thorn-
ton, the county manager.
	 “Therefore, [the Dukes County Com-
mission] declared them surplus to see if 
the State or the Town would have use for 
them and the County could raise some 
additional revenue, as has been the request 
of the Towns to the County for many years 
to ease the burden of county expenses on 
taxpayers,” she wrote in an email. 
	 Town officials expressed worries about 
a potential sale at the beginning of the year. 
The town conservation commission wrote 
to the county in January to say that Edgar-
town was running under the assumption 
that these properties were intended for 
long-term conservation agriculture and 
open space.
	 “These lands play a role in supporting 
open space, habitat protection, and the 
rural character of the area, all of which are 
central to the shared conservation objec-
tives of the Town and the County,” Ed-
gartown conservation commission chair 
Edward Vincent wrote. 
	 The county first offered the properties 
to the state, which declined to purchase 
them, and then turned to the town in 
September. 
	 At a select board meeting earlier this 

month, Lindsay Brown, a senior manager 
at the Farm Institute, said farm staff cross 
these properties daily to get to the 162-
acre farm. The land has also been used 
for grazing.
	 “It’s a pretty crucial part of the farm 
there,” she said. 
	 Christian Walkis, the farm manager at 
Slough Farm, also told the select board that 
preserving every last piece of farm land on 
the Vineyard is crucial.
	 “Farm land on the Island is sort of a 
vanishing resource,” he said. “And it feels 
important to me personally and to us or-
ganizationally to continue to protect and 
preserve as much of it as we possibly can.”
	 Though the land has been used for farm-
ing by the Farm Institute, Dukes County 
Commission chair Christine Todd said it 
was unclear if it was ever actually set aside 
for the nonprofit’s use.
	 “I think that we’ve got to find out exactly 
where this land stands in terms of title 
and everything else she said at Monday’s 
meeting,” she said. Ms. Thornton said she 
was unaware of any standing agreement.
	 “I’ve been a county manager for the 
last 12 years, and I have never heard of or 
signed any lease or anything on behalf of 
the county.” 
	 Charles Leitner contributed to this ar-
ticle.

New Tick Program Offered

Car-B-Q Brings
Classic Autos
to Edgartown

By LILY ECHEVERRIA

	 She also found that about 30 Island 
teachers were working without the 
required licenses, Ms. Curley said.
	 “It’s not completely unusual to have 
staff unlicensed in a district, but gener-
ally there’s a process that you need to 
follow,” she said.
	 Unlicensed teachers may work at 
schools under waivers from the state 
education department, but only once 
the job has been posted and other can-
didates considered, Ms. Curley said.
	 “Our first priority was making sure 
that we had all of our unlicensed people 
either on a waiver or to get licensed,” 
she said.
	 About 10 of the teachers have ob-
tained their licenses so far, she said, and 
the waiver process is under way for the 
rest.
	 Ms. Curley also noted that her as-
sistant superintendent for operations, 
former Mashpee Public Schools finance 
director Ashley Lopes, previously over-
saw human resources on a district-wide 
basis.
	 “Having an HR director costs money,” 
Ms. Curley said. “We’re lucky to have 
Ashley and her skill set.”
	 Business manager Mark Friedman 
said an attendance software program 
is already in the works for the school 
system.
	 Further savings could be found by 
centralizing some of the schools’ food 
and custodial services, according to the 
Collins Center report.
	 Ms. Lopes will meet with the food 
service departments and the facility 
directors from each of the schools this 
year to consider potential efficiencies, 
Ms. Curley said.
	 The Collins Center study included 
on-Island visits with more than two 
dozen people, with follow-ups on Zoom, 
Ms. Visco said.
	 “We met with town and school offi-
cials [and] reviewed related payroll and 
HR forms and procedures,” she said.
	 All-Island school committee chair 
Amy Houghton said that putting the 
center’s cost-saving recommendations 
into practice will require some initial 
spending that should be included in the 
next budget.
	 “How many years have we been say-
ing that HR needed to be a priority 
within the district … I think for the 
better part of five years,” Ms. Houghton 
said.
	 “Every time, it has been kicked down 
the street because there was financial 
cost associated there, [but] at some 
point we can’t just say, ‘Well, we’re not 
going to do it,’” she said.
	 “The fact that... a staff member can’t 
go to a portal and find out how much 
time they have off is ludicrous. Ludi-
crous,” Ms. Houghton said. 
	 “We need to change. We need to have 
more efficiencies,” she said.

Ray Ewing
Policy changes are afoot.
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mvlandvest.com 
508-627-3757

15 TILTON WAY 
   This traditionally styled residence offers exceptional quality and craftsmanship in a coveted Edgartown location, situated on a corner lot just blocks 
from downtown and the harbor front. Thoughtfully designed for both elegant entertaining and relaxed island living, the home features beautifully 
proportioned interiors that flow seamlessly from one space to the next. The inviting front foyer opens to a gracious living room with fireplace and French 
doors leading to a deep, covered porch complete with its own fireplace. The 1st floor continues to a private den with fireplace, while the dining room 
and spacious kitchen/family room complete the main living spaces. Abundant windows and French doors throughout the 1st floor provide an effortless 
connection to the covered porch and the beautifully landscaped grounds. The 2nd floor offers 4 well-appointed bedrooms and 3 full baths providing 
comfortable accommodations, with most bedrooms offering access to private 2nd-floor decks. The finished lower level adds a 5th bedroom with en-suite 
bath, along with a TV area and billiards room. Numerous window wells bring natural light to this inviting additional living space. Outside, mature 
plantings, established gardens, and thoughtfully designed outdoor spaces create a private and serene setting. The property features a swimming pool, 
jacuzzi, entertaining patio with grill area, large outdoor shower, and lushly landscaped rear yard. An attached one-car garage adds convenience. Offered 
turnkey, this exceptional property combines timeless architecture, superior construction, sophisticated amenities, and a prime location within easy reach 
of all that Edgartown has to offer.

mvlandvest.com

Exclusively Offered at $8,250,000.

THE GAZETTE IS 

HIRING! 
Join an amazing team of Islanders 

dedicated to upholding an evolving 
legacy of quality journalism 

on the Island.

We’re looking for editors, 
journalists, graphic designers, and 

business support.

LEARN MORE 

Ray Ewing
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	 The ninth annual LADYFEST takes 
place Saturday at Waban Park in Oak 
Bluffs, bringing together local artists 
across a range of genres, as well as 
artisans and food vendors. 
	 Founder Kelly Feirtag first came up 
with the idea for LADYFEST with Rose 
Geurin while working as the manager 
of the Ritz. She noticed that while 
the Vineyard’s male musicians were 
frequently featured in professional pho-
tographs on the establishment’s walls, 
there were far fewer photos of the 
Island’s female musicians.

	 Rev. Rita Teschner Powell, the new 
rector of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
in Edgartown, has become the first 
female settled priest in the church’s 
131-year history.
	 She arrived in the pulpit last month, 
more than a year after the retirement of 
Rev. Vincent (Chip) Seadale. Rev. Cyn-
thia Hubbard acted as interim pastor 
following Reverend Seadale’s departure 
last spring.
	 Reverend Powell, 48, came to the 
Vineyard from a chaplaincy at Harvard 
University. She is also a poet, a singer 
and a former varsity softball captain at 
Barnard College, where she first became 
interested in Christianity after a decid-
edly secular upbringing.
	 “I was an athlete, and to be honest, 
that was absolutely my religion,” Rever-
end Powell told the Gazette last month, 
during an interview at the small brick 
church on the corner of Winter and 
North Summer streets.
	 The outdoorsy daughter of a left-
leaning Western Massachusetts couple, 
Reverend Powell absorbed her earli-
est sense of reverence while spending 
time on her grandfather’s dairy farm in 
Brookfield.
	 “I grew up outside of religion, but 
very much with a strong kind of New 
England sense of gratitude for the land 
and the blessings of the created world,” 
she said.
	 Music provided another stepping 
stone toward her religious vocation, she 
said.
	 “My uncle was a choir boy at All 
Saints Worcester, so my family had a 
deep love for Anglican church music,” 
she said.
	 A third, decisive influence was a 
certain contrarian streak in Reverend 
Powell’s own personality. At Barnard, 
observing what she saw as an intel-
lectual disdain for Christianity, she de-
cided to study the faith for the first time.
	 “I began to be curious about what it 
would mean to take seriously inheriting 
something that you didn’t necessarily 
create, or even belong to, [yet] formed 
so much of what we think of now as 
secular America,” she said. “I wanted to 
sort of take account of what I [had] lived 
and breathed without even knowing it.”
	 As she studied, Reverend Powell said, 
she began to discover surprising paral-
lels with sports.
	 “I started realizing how much of my 
athletic experience had elements of 
religion,” she said. “Arguably, a game 
has strong components of ritual prac-
tice. You wear uniforms like vestments. 
There are very strict rules about who 
can go where [and] if you’re not playing, 
you can’t go in this area... all these kind 
of things.”
	 She developed the idea in more depth 
for her undergraduate thesis.
	 Reverend Powell also found herself 
drawn to the formative history of Chris-
tianity, particularly the first few centu-
ries after the crucifixion of Jesus Christ.
	 “That sort of absurd idea of claiming 
that Jesus is fully human while simul-
taneously being fully divine... when it 
was first originated, it was felt to be an 
absurd idea, and lots of fighting ensued, 
like, punching in the street,” she said. “It 
tracked with what I felt I was finding in 
the religion-of-sports conversation: that 
the divinity in the world is very much 
present in embodied experience.”
	 As absorbing and enriching as her 

St. Andrew’s
Welcomes

New Rector
By LOUISA HUFSTADER

studies were, however, neither Rever-
end Powell nor her parents expected 
them to lead to a vocation. Instead, 
like many other liberal-arts graduates, 
she went to work in a field completely 
unrelated to her degree.
	 At Central Park Conservancy in New 
York City, she managed construction 
projects that ranged from repainting 
iron bridges in historically accurate 
colors to installing new irrigation at the 
park’s Sheep Meadow.
	 “I spent all my working hours in the 
park, which was a really amazing way 
to live in Manhattan,” she said. “I loved 
a job where I wasn’t in an office. I loved 
being out and about.”
	 “The park felt like a sacred place to 
me,” she added, likening its hushed 
seclusion to that of a church sanctuary. 
“Two blocks away, there’s screaming 
and honking and this and that, and you 
cross over into the park and a different 
experience becomes available.”
	 She also enjoyed the cross-section 
of New Yorkers she got to know on the 
job, from immigrant laborers to Fifth 
Avenue socialites, she said. But becom-
ing a landscape architect didn’t feel like 
her path, so she chose the Yale Divinity 
School instead.
	 “I wanted to study religion more, and 
I wanted to study Christianity more, 
[and] in the process of that, I sort of 
realized that actually there was a call 
there to the priesthood, which was very 
surprising to everyone that knew me,” 
she said.
	 More surprises were in store. After 
visiting an ecumenical monastery in 
Taizé, France, with a group of teenagers 
she met as a youth pastor in Connecti-
cut, Reverend Powell would return to 
the monastic community with young 
people from the Lakota congregations 
she ministered to during her posting in 
South Dakota.
	 Both places spoke to her soul, she 
said, and so it was in South Dakota 
that she meditated on her decision to 
become a monk at Taizé.
	 “I thought I needed to do some spiri-
tual listening, so I went out there that 
summer, planning to go to the monas-
tery in September,” Reverend Powell 
said.
	 After working at a diocesan summer 
camp in the Black Hills, she was ready 
to leave for Taizé when a chance meet-
ing upended her long-term plans.
	 “On my way out of South Dakota — 
to be a monk, you understand — I met 
a very handsome, blue-eyed baseball 
player,” she said.
	 She and Justin Beebe hit it off in-

stantly, Reverend Powell said, and al-
though she was determined to return 
to the monastery as planned, it was no 
longer an open-ended commitment.
	 “I spent the semester with the com-
munity at Taizé, but then I knew I 
needed to come back to South Dakota,” 
she said.
	 The couple married and remained in 
South Dakota for several years before 
moving East with their two children. 
Son Jackson Beebe, 16, is a senior at 
Belmont High School, and their 14-year-
old daughter Juliet Beebe is a rising 
sophomore.
	 The children and their father have 
been spending weekends with Rever-
end Powell at the St. Andrew’s rectory 
on Bold Meadow Road, and will move 
in for good once Jackson is finished with 
high school.
	 Juliet is looking forward to attend-
ing Martha’s Vineyard Regional High 
School, said Reverend Powell, who told 
the Gazette the recent Islandwide vote 
to fund the high school’s $335.5 million 
renovation and addition was a major 
factor in her decision to accept the job 
at St. Andrew’s.
	 “The fact that the Island decided to 
make this huge investment in the high 
school — that’s a powerful statement,” 
she said.
	 Her husband also is looking forward 
to Island life.
	 “Both of us were really craving a 
smaller community,” she said.
	 The couple’s enthusiasm was ap-
pealing, St. Andrew’s church warden 
Barbara Rush told the Gazette.
	 “She and her husband were very 
vocal about wanting to be back in a 
smaller community. They’re active, out-
door people that love the ocean,” Ms. 
Rush said.
	 She also applauded Reverend Pow-
ell’s sermons, which often mingle early 
church texts with contemporary inspi-
rational poetry.
	 “Her sermons are fantastic. She 
preaches with joy [and] it comes 
through,” Ms. Rush said.
	 In addition to her master’s in divinity 
from Yale, Reverend Powell holds an 
MFA in creative writing from Seattle 
Pacific University, for which she studied 
with poet Scott Cairns.
	 Her first book of poems, A Light from 
the Burial Ground, is scheduled for 
release later this fall by St. Julian Press.
	 Sunday worship at St. Andrew’s be-
gins at 9 a.m., with organist Robert 
Lehman providing music before and 
after the service.	

	 We have no adoptions to report but 
we do have kittens! We have seven, 
10-week-old black and orange kittens 
looking for their forever homes. Males 
and females, short hair and long. If 
interested act fast because these cuties 
won’t last long.
	 Also available is Toosie, a four-year-
old, male tuxedo cat with big green 
eyes. Toosie has been here a while and 
is beginning to feel sad and lonely so 
we’re hoping he finds his forever fam-
ily sooner rather than later. However, 
he is indoor/outdoor, friendly, playful 
and affectionate. Since he can get over 
stimulated, we feel he would do best 
in a home without small children. And 
he also has a lovely purr. Toosie has 
been diagnosed with diabetes and will 
need an owner comfortable with giv-
ing his daily injections and managing 
his special diet. He is also a food lover 
and will steal some whenever he can. 

Please Adopt Us

Come meet Toosie to experience how 
much fun he is and see if he could be 
the perfect cat for you. 
	 We will be taking a hiatus from the 
nail clinic for a while. However, the 
Council on Aging in Oak Bluffs hosts 
a nail clinic twice a month by appoint-
ment only. Call 508-693-4509 and ask 
for Rose Cogliano.

	 “So we decided to do a night dedi-
cated to the female musicians,” Ms. Feir-
tag said during an interview with the 
Gazette this week. “The owner, Larkin 
Stallings, had a really good relationship 
with CONNECT to End Violence, and 
he suggested we do it to benefit them.” 
	 CONNECT to End Violence is the 
Island’s domestic violence awareness 
program and rape crisis center. Since 
LADYFEST began, 100 per cent of ticket 
sales and all proceeds after festival ex-
penses — including donations, spon-
sorships and vendor booth fees — have 

gone directly to the organization.
	 Last year, the festival moved from 
downtown Oak Bluffs to Waban Park, 
which comes with additional fees paid 
to the town of Oak Bluffs. Ms. Feirtag 
wanted to ensure that LADYFEST could 
continue making a substantial donation 
to CONNECT to End Violence despite 
the increased costs. As a result, tickets 
now cost $35. Until last year, admission 
was based on suggested donations.
	 But Ms. Feirtag does not expect the 
ticket price to deter attendees. 
	 “Last year I think there were about 
1,000 people, and I just feel like because 
people saw how awesome it was last 
time, I think more people will show up 
this year,” she said.
	 The event has always taken place in 
October, which is Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month. For Ms. Feirtag, the 
timing is important because it allows 
LADYFEST to put the year-round Island 
community at the center of the event.
	 “I know for fact that the community 
aspect of this is the biggest thing [for 
attendees],” Ms. Feirtag said. “You see 
all of your friends and neighbors there 
that may have not been out and about 
since the spring, because the summer is 
so wild for everybody. It just feels like a 
giant family reunion.”
	 This year, LADYFEST is being joined 
by HERitage, a new event organized by 
Sarah Shaw Dawson. HERitage takes 
place on Friday, the day before LADY-
FEST, at Stillpoint in West Tisbury.
	 This summer, Ms. Shaw Dawson no-
ticed women-led bands were playing 
far fewer gigs than male ones, and she 
wanted to do something about it. As a 
performing musician herself, she is im-
mersed in the Island’s music community. 
She reached out to fellow female and 
non-binary performers to ask if they’d 
be interested in an event like HERitage. 
	 Originally, Ms. Shaw Dawson hoped 
to host the event at a different time of 
year so it would not overlap with LADY-
FEST. But she eventually saw an oppor-
tunity for the two events to complement 
one another. 
	 “It’s separate events at two separate 
places, but since the causes are so 
aligned, it’s in solidarity,” she said. 
	 Although the events have been or-
ganized separately, Ms. Feirtag said she 
welcomed HERitage and its connection 
to LADYFEST’s mission
	 “I don’t feel like I own LADYFEST. 
I feel like everybody gets a piece of it, 
and the fact that [HERitage] thought to 
reach out to us was really meaningful,” 
Ms. Feirtag said. “And I am so happy to 
be able to support them, and that they’re 
supporting us. I hope everybody goes. 
It’s a cool kickoff to an amazing week-
end.”
	 Ms. Shaw Dawson said HERitage will 
have a distinct atmosphere.
	 “The intention of the festival that 
I’m putting together is really cozy, with 
warm lighting, an enclosed space, lots 
of color and a lot of art that you have 
time to look at,” she said. “A little more 

Pictures by Ray Ewing
Island Hip Hop peforming at last year’s event. 

LadyFest Returns to
Alley Waban Park

By LILY ECHEVERRIA

kind of like languishing in the energy, 
interacting with musicians on the same 
level.”
	 The HERitage stage will sit just a few 
inches off the floor, Ms. Shaw Dawson 
said, creating a more intimate space be-
tween performers and audience mem-
bers.
	 Ms. Shaw Dawson was quick to em-
phasize her support for LADYFEST.
	 “I think LADYFEST does an incred-
ible job,” she said. “That’s kind of how 
this all came about. I think there should 
be more and more spaces [like LADY-
FEST].”
	 For years, Ms. Feirtag did not publicly 
acknowledge her own connection to the 
issue at the heart of LADYFEST. Last 
Tuesday, she shared her experience with 
domestic violence publicly for the first 
time through the LADYFEST Instagram 
account.
	 “I posted on our social media a little 
bit about my own background with do-
mestic violence. I haven’t talked publicly 
or barely privately about that,” she said. 
“For the first eight years of LADYFEST, I 
don’t think I would admit to myself that 
I was in that group. But I know that my 
heart was like, ‘This is why you’re doing 
it.’”
	 In the post, Ms. Feirtag wrote about 
an abusive relationship she was in 20 
years ago, and how her father and her 
sister helped her secretly move out of 
her ex-partner’s home.
	 “When I was young I was in a really 
scary relationship,” she wrote. “I didn’t 
have the words to know what was hap-
pening. I just knew I was wildly anxious, 
isolated from my friends, and scared all 
the time.” 
	 Ms. Feirtag says she wishes she would 
have had access to a resource like CON-
NECT to End Violence at that time in 
her life, but she’s glad she can now help 
others access it. 
	 “I’m grateful for how everything 
turned out, but if I had a place like 
CONNECT to End Violence when I was 
young I might not have missed out on 
so many life experiences and years of 
carefree adolescence,” she wrote. 
	 Ms. Feirtag said the Vineyard itself has 
played an important role in her healing. 
After escaping the bad relationship, her 
parents bought her a one way ticket 
to Martha’s Vineyard, where she had 
spent many summers with her child-
hood friend’s family.
	 “Martha’s Vineyard was my place to 
come and heal after that happened,” she 
said. “The Island is just deeply meaning-
ful to me, and I am incredibly grateful 
for everything that this Island has given 
me.”
	 Now, Ms. Feirtag hopes she can take 
that experience and use it to help others. 
	 “LADYFEST MV is my small way of 
giving back to the Island and people 
that saved my life in hopes that it helps 
another person get out of an uncontrol-
lable and unbearable situation,” she said.
	 LADYFEST takes place in Waban 
Park from 1 to 9 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 3.

Kelly Feirtag at LadyFest 2025.

Ray Ewing
Rev. Rita Powell was a chaplain at Harvard University.
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Timothy Collins

Timothy Collins Was 
A Passionate Filmmaker

	 Timothy Garland Collins, an award-
winning filmmaker, died on Sept. 8 at his 
home in Atlanta, Ga. He was 37.
	 Tim was born on Oct. 10, 1988, and 
grew up in Atlanta. His enduring passion, 
beginning at an early age, was filmmaking. 
As soon as he could hold a video camera, 
he was making films. He started with his 
neighborhood friends, and later attended 
the Art Institute of Atlanta, where he 
graduated with a degree in digital film-
making, magna cum laude. 
	 During his college years he made sev-
eral short films that were exhibited at 
dozens of film festivals around the world 
(including the Cannes Film Festival) and 
won numerous awards. He excelled at 
every aspect of filmmaking, from screen-
writing, casting and set design to di-
recting, photographing and editing. He 
even created posters and DVD art for his 
films. Most recently, he was working on a 
screenplay that he hoped to develop into 
an independent feature film.
	 Tim was also a student of film history, 
with an almost encyclopedic knowledge 
— from classic films to contemporary 
films, including many foreign language 
films. Watching a film with Tim was 
always a special experience, since he 
could provide a sophisticated commen-
tary track for just about any film.
	 His knack for turning ordinary mo-
ments into memorable ones extended 
beyond his films. His quick wit drew 
people in. He connected with others 
through humor, creating countless shared 
memories and lasting joy.
	 Tim loved animals, too, and had a spe-
cial affinity for cats. For a time, he worked 
as a volunteer at an animal shelter. He was 
assigned the cats because he could relate 
to them better than any of the permanent 
staff.
	 The members of Tim’s extended family 
(great-grandparents, grandparents, aunts, 
uncles and numerous cousins, from as far 
away as Australia and Austria) have a cen-
tury-old tradition of gathering each sum-
mer on Martha’s Vineyard. Tim especially 
enjoyed those annual visits and developed 
strong bonds with his many cousins, 
who would keep in touch throughout the 
year. He knew that he was part of a large, 
extended family who cared deeply about 
him. He also enjoyed photographing the 
wildlife and natural beauty of the Island.
	 Tim was a gentle soul, who left a legacy 
of kindness and compassion wherever he 
went. His passing was unexpected and 
all too soon. The world of his family and 
friends is now sadly diminished, but they 
will cherish his memory and the many 
blessings he provided them.
	 Tim was predeceased by his grandpar-
ents, E.B. Collins and Judith M. Collins of 
Edgartown, and John L. Garland and Paula 
J. Garland of Atlanta. 
	 He is survived by his parents, Steven 
M. Collins and Anne G. Collins of Edgar-
town, and his sister, Erin Marie Collins, 
her partner, Anthony Parton, his nephew, 
Calvin E. Collins and his nieces, Cassidy 
L. Collins and Courtney M. Collins of 
Melbourne, Australia.
	 A memorial service is planned for July 
2027 in Edgartown.
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each row across, 
each column down and each small 9-box square contains all the numbers 
from one to nine.

Difficulty this week: A NICE CHALLENGE!
Answers to the puzzles can be found on page Twelve of this week’s Gazette.

	 Katharine Eaton Dreier died on Sept. 
28 in Lincoln. She was 96.
	 Kit sang in a chorus, grew vegetables 
and painted watercolors into her 90s. 
In her younger years she played tennis 
and the cello, hosted dinner parties and 
scribbled effusive letters to friends and 
relatives worldwide.
	 She promoted Vineyard land conser-
vation and environmental causes, and 
loved raising children, until they be-
came teenagers and became perplexing. 
The kids generally came back around to 
her in their 20s.
	 Kit spent more than 50 summers on 
Martha’s Vineyard, most of them in a 
house modeled on a neighboring barn, 
down a dirt road in the back of West 
Tisbury’s beyond. She designed the 
Cape Codder in 1975 with her second 
husband, the late Theodore Dreier Jr. 
Its broad double doors opened to views 
of Vineyard Sound, where she enjoyed 
taking chilly swims off Saltworks Beach 
and watching deep-red sunsets over 
Naushon. 
	 The couple were members of an ex-
tended family that maintained Vineyard 
ties for five generations. The loose-knit 
clan was based on Seven Gates Farm, a 
wooded 1,600-acre shorefront enclave 
and former dairy farm where Kit did 
a stint on the community’s board of 
trustees.
	 Down the beach on Seven Gates was 
classy, elegant Aunt Margot Wilkie, who 
threw a birthday party for Kit each July 
29 and lived to 101. Inland were Kit’s 
in-laws, Ted Sr. and Margot’s sister 
Bobbie Dreier, who helped found Black 
Mountain College and lived to 99.
	 Kit was born in Cambridge in 1930 to 
Gertrude Sturgis Eaton and Richard Jef-
ferson Eaton, and raised in Lincoln. She 
attended Shady Hill School, Concord 
Academy and Smith College, graduating 
in 1952 with a BA in political science.
	 In 1956, Kit married Arthur Hinton 
Read, a Scottish mathematician who 
had spent World War II decoding Nazi 
military messages in a top-secret proj-
ect outside London. The couple lived 
in St. Andrews, Scotland, where Arthur 
taught mathematics at the university.
	 Their son Rich was born in 1957. 
Daughter Kate was born two years later. 
Kit co-founded and directed Almost 
New, a nonprofit clothing exchange.
	 Tragedy struck in 1961. Arthur, an 
experienced climber, was killed by an 
avalanche while climbing in the Scottish 
Highlands.
	 Kit moved back to the Boston area 
with the children and taught school. In 
1965, she met Ted Dreier Jr., a psychia-
trist and fellow cellist. On dates, they 
often drove separately, unable to fit both 
cellos into one car.
	 Kit and Ted married in 1967. Their 
daughter Lisa was born that year. An-
other daughter, Ruth, was born in 1969. 
The couple raised their children in a 
house they remodeled in Cambridge, 
where Kit and a friend opened a bou-
tique called Friends Gallery. Working 
for the Cambridge Art Association, 
she piloted her Volkswagen bus into 

congested downtown Boston to install 
large modern paintings in lobbies of law 
firms and banks.
	 Later Kit and Ted moved to Belmont, 
where she was elected a town meeting 
member and led historic-preservation 
and land-conservation projects. 
	 They loved escaping to their Vine-
yard place nicknamed Cranberry Hol-
low, planting big gardens, clearing trails 
and gathering with neighbors for beach 
barbecues and singalongs. Summers 
were carefree in those pre-Lyme, lone-
star, alpha-gal and Asian-longhorned 
days.
	 As the family grew to include a grand-
daughter, its members marked the years 
by clambering into a long-armed oak 
tree for hurried annual photos before 
racing to departing ferries.
	 “The renters are coming!” Kit would 
declare, sweeping her way out of the 
house.
	 The home’s sturdy post-and-beam 
structure came in handy in 1991, when 
Kit weathered Hurricane Bob alone 
behind boarded-up windows, tracking 
reports of 100 mph winds on a battery-
powered radio. She emerged to find that 
waves had swept away dunes, convert-
ing the property’s placid one-acre pond 
frequented by river otters into an ocean 
inlet. A backhoe restored the pond and 
rebuilt the dunes, which were stabilized 
with beach grass and poison ivy.
	 Back on the mainland, Kit and Ted 
returned in 2018 to the town where she 
was raised, moving into a retirement 
community, the Commons in Lincoln. 
Kit co-founded the Commons Green 
Initiative, organizing presentations on 
climate change, an issue that deeply 
concerned her.
	 Ted died in 2019 at 89. To Kit’s great 
sadness, her daughter Elizabeth (Lisa) 
Low Dreier lost a battle with breast 
cancer in 2024.
	 Kit’s survivors include her son, Rich-
ard Read and his wife, Brenda, of Se-
attle, Wash.; two daughters, Katharine 
(Kate) Read Villars and her husband 
Thom, of Norwich, Vt., and Ruth An-
toinette Dreier, of Sebastopol, Calif.; a 
granddaughter, Nehalem Kunkle-Read, 
of Seattle, Wash.; a brother, Jefferson 
Taft Eaton, of Lincoln; and a sister-in-
law, Barbara Beate Dreier, of Livingston 
Manor, N.Y.
	 A memorial gathering will be held at 
a date to be determined. Arrangements 
are under the care of Dee Funeral Home 
& Cremation Service of Concord.
	 Donations in Kit’s memory may be 
made to the Vineyard Conservation 
Society.  

Katharine Dreier

Katharine Dreier  
Loved Vineyard Summers 

Craigin Salsgiver

Craigin Howard Salsgiver 
Embraced Volunteer Work
	 Craigin Howard Salsgiver, a resident 
of Dorset, Vt., died on Sept. 23, after a 
short but hard-fought battle with can-
cer. She was 70.
	 Craigin was a force in sickness, just as 
she was in health, making friends with 
fellow patients and health care workers 
while holding onto hope that she would 
beat her cancer until the very end.
	 The daughter of Dr. Calhoun L. H. 
Howard and Dorothy Johnson Howard, 
Craigin was born on August 25, 1956, 
in Oak Bluffs. She grew up in Summit, 
N.H., and spent her summers on Mar-
tha’s Vineyard.
	 After graduating from Bucknell Uni-
versity in 1978 with a degree in econom-
ics, Craigin completed the management 
training program at Manufacturers Ha-
nover Trust. She began her career in 
small business lending before joining 
Chemical Bank’s Metropolitan Division, 
where she became a large corporate 
lending officer. She later joined the 
merchant banking subsidiary of Lloyds 
Bank International, working in project 
finance and concentrating on greenfield 
projects, including a number of con-
tinuing care retirement communities. 
She retired from banking following the 
birth of her first child.
	 Craigin placed great value on giv-
ing back to her community. Her vol-
unteer work ranged from supporting 
her children’s schools and recreational 
activities to serving as an active mem-
ber of the Junior Leagues of Stamford-
Norwalk and New York for many years. 
More recently, she served as chair of 
The Barn Sale in Manchester, Vt., an 
annual fundraiser that has raised more 
than $1 million over the years for United 
Counseling Service, the primary pro-
vider of social services in southwestern 
Vermont, including mental health and 
early childhood services and programs.
	 Craigin was deeply loved by her fam-
ily and friends and will be remembered 
for her warmth, energy, compassion, 
and sense of humor.
	 She leaves behind her husband of 39 
years, Jim; her daughter Elizabeth and 
husband Ryan Werffeli of New York 
City; her daughter Charlotte and hus-
band Maeshal Abid of New York City; 
her daughter Katherine and husband 
Guido Crutchett of New York City; 
her daughter Amelia and partner Dr. 
Adam Spitz of Plainfield, N.H.; her three 
grandchildren, Layla and Lucy Abid and 
James Werffeli; her mother Dorothy 
Howard, of Dorset, Vt.; her sister Susan 
Caplan of Dorset, Vt.; her sister-in-law 
Janet Howard of Oak Bluffs; her sister- 
and brother-in-law Karen and Peter 
Coveney of Westport, Conn.; and her 
sister- and brother-in-law Jan and Tom 
Moloney of Palm Beach, Fla.
	 She also leaves behind many extended 
family members and dear friends.
	 In lieu of flowers, the family asks that 
donations be made to The Barn Sale 
(thebarnsalevt@gmail.com).

	 A celebration of life for Mildred Scott 
will be held on Saturday, Oct. 3 at 4 p.m. 
at Sunset Lake Hill in Oak Bluffs. Millie 
died on May 21, 2026 at the age of 91.

Catarina Arrives
	 Ana and Rodrigo Honorato, of Chil-
mark, announce the birth of a daugh-
ter, Catarina Oliveira Honorato, born 
on Sept. 28 at the Martha’s Vineyard 
Hospital. Catarina weighed 9 pounds, 
2 ounces at birth.

Hello Théo
	 Patricia de Barros and Fahio Junior 
Aparecido, of Oak Bluffs, announce the 
birth of a son, Théo de Barros Apare-
cido, born on Sept. 29 at the Martha’s 
Vineyard Hospital. Théo weighed 6 
pounds, 9.3 ounces at birth.

Mildred Scott Service 

Tim Johnson

	 The wooden door that leads into the 
bonsai shed at Donaroma’s in Edgartown 
acts as a portal to another world, where 
tiny trees line the shelves and various 
mudmen, miniature figures often used to 
decorate bonsai tree arrangements, peer 
from behind cupboards and in between 
pots of various shapes and sizes.
	 And at the center of it all is Ernie Car-
lomagno, Donaroma’s nursey manager, 
who was first introduced to the practice 
of bonsai as a teenager growing up in 
New Jersey.
	 “I was probably about 15 years old, and 
I bought one from a mall in New Jersey, 
and promptly killed it,” he recalled during 
a recent tour of the bonsai shed. “Then, 
as I got a little bit older and was driv-
ing, I took classes at Brooklyn Botanical 
Garden with the Great Swamp Bonsai 
Society in Morristown, N.J., which was a 
really good find.”
	 Bonsai is a living art shaped by months 
or years of careful cultivation. Some col-
lections include trees that have been 
passed down through families for genera-
tions and are well over 100 years old.
	 “The art is the human hand at work, 
perhaps causing a tree a few years old to 
look 100 years old,” reads a pamphlet on 
bonsai cultivation that Mr. Carlomagno 
gives to customers. “To evoke the spirit 
of nature is the essence of bonsai.”
	 There are many techniques Mr. Car-
lomagno, now 67, utilizes to achieve this 
effect. 
	 “The first thing you want to do is really 
get in there and show the trunk,” he said.
	 Long wayward branches are trimmed 
to reveal a tree’s initial shape, exposing 
ever so slowly the trunk and the branches 
which are the most profound and aes-
thetically pleasing. 
	 “It’s always nice to put a little move-
ment in the branch,” said Mr. Carlom-
agno. “And this is where it gets a little 
tricky.”
	 Often, bonsai practitioners will wrap 
wire around branches to mold them and 
achieve a desired effect — to look like a 
tree with branches that have been swept 

	 Robert Cassidy, air traffic controller 
and tower manager at Martha’s Vine-
yard Airport, retired last week after 14 
years of service on the Island. 
	 Mr. Cassidy began working on the 
Vineyard in 2012, spending seven years 
as an air traffic controller before being 
promoted to tower manager, where he 
has had a front row seat to the busy 
airport. 
	 “It hasn’t changed significantly, ex-
cept for the size of some of the private 
airplanes,” he said. “The private jets are 
getting bigger and bigger.” 
	 Mr. Cassidy began his career in the 
Air Force, where he trained to become 
an air traffic controller. His assignments 
took him all over the country, from Mis-
sissippi to N.J. to Oklahoma City. 
	 After leaving the Navy, he became 
a civilian air traffic controller. His first 
assignment was in Warwick, R.I., where 
he worked until he turned 56, which is 
when the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion requires that air traffic controllers 
retire. But Mr. Cassidy wasn’t ready to 
stop working.
	 “I felt I was a little bit too young to 
stop working at that point,” he said. 
“Some people like it, but I wasn’t ready 
to retire at 56.”
	 He applied to a company that pro-
vided contract air traffic control ser-
vices to the government. They hap-
pened to have an opening on Martha’s 
Vineyard. 
	 The Island was already somewhat 
familiar to Mr. Cassidy. His brother, 
Michael Cassidy, had been a longtime 
resident of the Vineyard, and Mr. Cas-
sidy had spent six months on the Island 

A Career In Aviation Guidance
By LILY ECHEVERRIA

during the winter of 1981 while awaiting 
his FAA acceptance.
	 Mr. Cassidy shared that he enjoyed 
the challenges the job presented, par-
ticularly during the Island’s busiest 
season.
	 “In the summertime, all the traffic 
ramps up, and we have lots of airplanes,” 
he said. “It gets sort of challenging, 
challenging and exciting, and you get 
a better sense of worth for what you’re 
doing.”
	 Another challenge he faced was his 
commute, traveling weekly from his 
home in Warwick to the Island. Every 
Monday morning, Mr. Cassidy drove 
to Woods Hole, caught the ferry and 
worked five days on the Island. After 
his Friday shift, he returned home for 
the weekend, before starting over again 

on Monday.
	 Now, after years of working and com-
muting, he is looking forward to spend-
ing more time with his wife, children 
and grandchildren. 
	 “I’m really into gardening, and I love 
my yard work and taking care of my 
property. That’s something my wife and 
I like to do together,” he said. “I have a 
daughter and three grandchildren in 
Rhode Island, and I’d like to spend more 
time with them and see them more.” 
	 Looking back on his career, Mr. Cas-
sidy said he feels fortunate to have 
found work he genuinely enjoyed. 
	 “I think I’m lucky that I had a profes-
sion that I enjoyed because over the 
years, I’ve talked to a lot of people in 
different professions that don’t really 
enjoy their jobs,” he said.  

Tim Johnson
Robert Cassidy in the tower at Martha’s Vineyard Airport.

Bonsai Beauty; Small Tree, Big Impact

back by decades of ocean breezes or to 
pull a root system so that it can grab hold 
and anchor itself to a small rock.
	 “You’re trying to get back to the frame-
work of the tree,” said Mr. Carlomagno. 
“You prune to get the initial shape, then 
the wire is what really defines it.”
	 Sometimes a branch will be purposely 
split or snapped, then stripped of its 
bark and bleached using lime sulfur as 
a preservative. The process is known as 
“jinning,” and can create twirls of dead-
wood that exist in tandem with a tree’s 
still living parts.
	 Mr. Carlomagno recalled when he was 
first learning the craft and an instruc-
tor began bending a branch on a tree 
that Mr. Carlomagno had been shaping. 
He watched in horror as the instructor 
twisted the branch to the point where it 
snapped. 
	 At first, Mr. Carlomagno thought the 
tree was ruined, but when instructor 
stepped back to observe his work, he 
smiled and said, “That’s perfect.”
	 Mr. Carlomagno’s collection of bon-
sai includes more than 50 trees, some 
of which date back to when he started 
working on them as a teenager.

	 Bonsai trees can be very temperamen-
tal, he noted. They require care and atten-
tion even when they’re not undergoing 
intensive re-potting, pruning or molding.
	 “You know, it’s a fine line,” he said. 
“You can have a good eye artistry-wise 
but have no horticultural green thumb, 
so you have a very pretty tree for a short-
time. Or the other way, where you have a 
good horticultural background but have 
no eye for aesthetics, so then you have 
an ugly tree for a long time.”
	 For many years, Mr. Carlomagno was 
a part of a club dedicated to the cultiva-
tion of bonsai here on the Vineyard. The 
group would meet regularly to share in-
sights with one another while developing 
their trees alongside fellow practitioners, 
and displaying them during the Agricul-
tural Fair. 
	 Although the club eventually folded, 
Mr. Carlomagno is hopeful it will return. 
	 “I’d like to get back into it,” he said. “It’s 
a lot of work to run the thing. You need 
someone that’s organized and enthusi-
astic about different projects. I’ve got a 
younger guy that keeps asking me about 
it, so maybe over the winter we can pull 
it together and get back to the fair.”

Ray Ewing
Ernie Carlomagno with his bonsai display at Donaroma’s.

By CHARLES LEITNER
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Last
Quarter
Oct. 3

First
Quarter
Oct. 18

New
Moon
Oct. 10

Full
Moon
Oct. 26 

	 Sunrise	 Sunset

Fri., Oct. 2	 6:39	 6:22
Sat., Oct. 3	 6:40	 6:20
Sun., Oct. 4	 6:41	 6:18
Mon., Oct. 5	 6:42	 6:17
Tues., Oct. 6	 6:43	 6:15
Wed., Oct. 7	 6:44	 6:13
Thurs., Oct. 8	 6:45	 6:12
Fri., Oct. 9	 6:46	 6:10

Planet Saturn

	 The ringed-planet Saturn, the 
brightest and most visible planet 
in our evening sky, reaches oppo-
sition, its closest, on Sunday. The 
planet is at its brightest, especially 

now, as both the planet and the rings 
glow together. Saturn is in the zo-
diacal constellation Pisces. You don’t 
need a telescope to appreciate this 
planet’s beauty rising in the east-
ern sky just after sunset. You might 
see the rings with a small telescope. 
	 Saturn is 784 million miles away. 
It takes light from the planet 70 
minutes to reach us. For compari-
son, it only takes eight minutes 
for light from the sun to reach us.
	 Saturn will be our evening planet 
well into winter, though brighter Ju-
piter will start showing up in our 
early evening skies later in the year.
	 Jupiter is now in the zodiacal con-
stellation Leo, a constellation we as-
sociate with late winter and spring.

Temperature:					  
			   Precip.
Day	   Max.	 Min.	 Inches.
		     Fº	 Fº
Sept. 25	 65	 57	 0.00
Sept. 26	 63	 60	 0.73
Sept. 27	 66	 59	 3.80
Sept. 28	 68	 60	 0.44
Sept. 29	 70	 56	 0.12
Sept. 30	 64	 56	 T
Oct. 1	 68	 56	 .01

Water temperature in Edgartown har-
bor: 61º

FARM AND FIELD

mvlandvest.com 
508-627-3757

9 WESTON AVENUE
    This beautifully situated 4-bedroom, 3-bath home sits at the highest point of East Chop, offering sweeping views of Vineyard Sound. The property 
features a spacious clerestory living room with a fireplace, along with a combined family room and kitchen, also centered around a cozy fireplace. A 
large, screened porch opens onto an expansive deck, perfect for relaxing or entertaining. The first floor includes a private guest bedroom with its own 
bath, while the second floor offers two additional guest bedrooms and a generous primary suite with access to a large deck. These rooms share two 
well-appointed bathrooms. With dual road access, thoughtfully landscaped grounds, and a versatile garage space, this home provides both comfort and 
flexibility in a prime location.

mvlandvest.com

Exclusively Offered at $3,750,000.

Mon - Fri
Mon - Fri
Mon - Fri
Mon - Fri
Mon - Fri
Mon - Fri
Mon - Fri
Mon - Fri

4:30 a.m.
6:15 a.m.
7:45 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

4:00 a.m.
5:45 a.m.
7:15 a.m.
8:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
1:30 p.m
3:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

Depart 
Oak Bluffs

Depart 
Falmouth

Departure 
Dates

The year round ferry and freight transport 
service from Oak Bluffs to Falmouth Inner 

Harbor in just 25 minutes!

THE MV WATER
SHUTTLE

PLEASE DOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP

Quickwater Ferry
IT MAKES THE TICKET PURCHASE MUCH EASIER

After Hours Water Taxi

Fares: Adult/Child: $17.00 one way
10 pass ticket: $120.00

Purchase shuttle tickets & parking tickets 
online at 

QUICKWATERFERRY.COM 

508-781-3072

	 When volunteering on a series of 
farms a few summers ago, I met a man 
who would not eat chocolate. It’s grown 
on the other side of the world, he said. 
I shrugged my shoulders and split my 
bar of chocolate with another volunteer. 
There are pleasures even I will not give 
up, as much as I value eating locally.
	 He has a point, though. I take care to 
learn where my produce, grains, meat 
and dairy comes from. But what about 
those things we can’t grow in this cli-
mate? Bananas? Chocolate?
	 And what about coffee, which is not 
a treat, but a given, a daily necessity for 
so many of us?
	 Leif Iversen, owner of the local roast-
ery Martha’s Vineyard Coffee Company, 
knows this better than anyone. What 
does “house blend” mean, in terms 
of where the coffee comes from? Not 
much. Even “single origin” doesn’t re-
ally tell you about how and where the 
coffee was grown beyond the country, 
least of all who grew it.
	 “So much of coffee is really anony-
mous,” he told me, when we sat down 
for a coffee and an interview. “You don’t 
know where it comes from.”
	 But Leif does. Two of his offerings 
use a direct-trade model, meaning he 
has direct relationships with the farms, 
or fincas, that grow his coffee. It means 
a high-quality product that Leif screens 
himself, a higher wage for the farmers 
he buys from, and an assurance that 
the product is grown responsibly and 
sustainably.
	 Leif grew up in West Tisbury and 
graduated from the Martha’s Vineyard 
Regional High School in 2011. He first 
got started in cafes while pursuing his 
undergraduate degree in Montreal. He 
studied anthropology and sociology in 
Costa Rica during a semester abroad, 
and brought his love of coffee back to 

Chilmark
	 Gordon O. Thomson TRS, Christin 
Clements Thompson TRS and Lynn 
Owen Trust purchased 26 Harbor 
Hill Road in Chilmark from Brian R. 
Kenney TRS, Elizabeth Blair Kenney 
TRS and Kristen Brock Kenney TRS 
for $7,000,000 on Sept. 24.

Edgartown
	 Sandbox Group LLC purchased 19 
Chappaquiddick Road in Edgartown 
from Nehhoff Realty LLC for $1,973,350 
on Sept. 21.
	 43 PPWS LLC purchased 43 Peases 
Point Way South in Edgartown from 
PPWS LLC for $8,175,000 on Sept. 23. 

Oak Bluffs
	 Gordon S. Cameron purchased 26 
Sea Glen Road in Oak Bluffs from 
Charlie Deshazer and Sylvia Thomas 
Ballinger for $1,390,000 on Sept. 21.
	 Rober Cox and Jennifer Ellis Cox 
purchased 150 East Chop Drive from 
Paul Massey and Gretchen Massey for 
$8,300,000 on Sept. 22.
	 James L O’Hare purchased 28 
Webter avenue (Lot 2) in Oak Bluffs 
from Michael T. O’Hare for $511,250 
on Sept. 23.
	 Donald Richard Joy Jr. and Elise Joy 
purchased 3 Hidden Cove Road in Oak 
Bluffs from Stephen and Susan Adamo 
for $2,150,000 on Sept. 24.

By HALEY SANDLOW

Coffee Vibes
Keep the 

Caffeine Close

the Island in 2021. He’s been selling bags 
of coffee beans and freshly-brewed cups 
at markets since then, and has hopes of 
expanding.
	 Both farms he direct sources from are 
located in Tarrazú, a well-known coffee 
growing region in the highlands of cen-
tral Costa Rica. Every year, Leif travels 
to Finca El Chiral, run by Don Beto 
and his son Reynor Jiménez, and Finca 
Temática, the farm of Carlos Montero. 
Mr. Montero is also a multi-generational 
coffee farmer who Leif met through his 
girlfriend, who grew up in the region.
	 Mr. Montero’s coffee is shade-grown, 
meaning the plants grow among other 
plants and trees instead of monocrop 
plantations like many coffee produc-
ers, according to Leif. The side-by-side 
growing ensures the soil microbiome 
remains healthy and diverse, supporting 
many different beneficial organisms.
	 Shade-grown coffee takes longer to 
ripen, but it also means the cherry is 
sweeter and has more flavor, influencing 
the final coffee bean. Yes, coffee comes 
from a cherry, a fruit a little bigger than 
a blueberry but smaller than the red 
cherries we know well. Like them, a 
coffee cherry is red and shiny, and it’s 
super sweet — like eating nectar, and 
you can’t eat more than a few at a time, 
said Leif. The flesh gets warm in the 
sun, like summer tomatoes on the vine.
	 Inside the cherry is the seed, which 
is extracted from the fruit, dried and 
roasted to make coffee beans. In many 
coffee-growing parts of the world, fin-
cas sell their product to coffee collec-
tives, which process and export the 
seeds. While it’s a reliable alternative 

	 Douglas Rock, a submerged hazard 
to navigation in Vineyard Haven, is 
getting a new warning marker after 
its previous signpost broke off in late 
summer.
	 The spile, which dates from 2001, 
may have suffered a collision or simply 
collapsed from age, Tisbury harbor 
master Michel Gately told the Gazette 
last week. 
	 “It could have been an impact, or 
fatigue,” he said. 
	 The damage was reported by boat-
ers, he said, and the broken stake itself 
now poses a risk because it sticks up 
above the waterline. 
	 “You’re equally as likely to hit the 
piling as the rock,” Mr. Gately said.
	 A bright orange ball is serving as a 
temporary marker until the new one 
can be installed, he said.
	 Last Tuesday, the Tisbury select 
board authorized a $6,500 fund transfer 
for the project, which Mr. Gately said 
he expects will cost $9,500, with the 
remaining $3,000 coming from harbor 
master department savings.
	 A boulder about the size of a Volk-
swagen bug, Douglas Rock lurks invis-
ibly off West Chop, never breaking the 
water’s surface — yet close enough, 
especially at low tide, to inflict costly 
damage on boats.
	 The late Vineyard Haven resident 
and sailor Francis (Pat) West, Jr., who 
was born in 1906, recalled run-ins with 
the rock from the late 1920s to recently 
as the year 2000.

for farmers who do not have processing 
capabilities — an expensive endeavor 
— it means they collect less for their 
product, according to Leif. The collec-
tives also blend many different farms’ 
coffees — high and poor quality alike. 
It passes through many hands. The 
farmer’s work becomes anonymous.
	 For Leif, his roastery is all about trace-
ability. On his bags of Vineyard-roasted 
coffee beans, you can find the farmer, 
the region, the variety and the notes. 
And he can tell you the rest. This cof-
fee was picked by hand at 1,600 meters 
above sea level. There were three har-
vests to account for the three blocks of 
ripening fruits. They ate rice and beans 
for dinner at the end of the day.

	 The League of Women Voters of 
Martha’s Vineyard will hold a can-
didate forum on Tuesday, Oct. 13, 
at 6 p.m. at the Edgartown Library. 
Positions for the Martha’s Vineyard 
Commission and the Dukes County 
Commission will be on the local bal-
lot in November.
	 For more information about the 
League of Women Voters of Martha’s 
Vineyard, the organization will hold 
an informational tea on Saturday, Oct. 
17, at 3 p.m. at the Martha’s Vineyard 
Museum. 

Leage of Women
Voters Candidate Forum

Class of 1966
High School Reunion

Courtesy Leif Iversen
Leif Iversen (left) with coffee growers in Costa Rica.

Recent Island Real 
Estate Transactions

	 “Last September I hit the rock again. I 
was trying to find it,” Mr. West told the 
Gazette in 2001. “It is kind of a shock 
to hit the damn thing. You don’t expect 
any rock around there. It is very deceiv-
ing.”
	 The boulder went unnamed until 
1999, after Mr. West had campaigned for 
more than two years to have it included 
in Coast Guard navigational charts.
	 Mr. West and Hugh Schwarz, who 
joined him in lobbying a series of mu-
nicipal agencies to win approval for 

naming Douglas Rock, had intended 
to honor Robert S. Douglas, who built 
the topsail schooner Shenandoah and 
founded the Black Dog Tavern on Vine-
yard Haven harbor.	
	 But the U.S. Board on Geographic 
Names — the final authority — doesn’t 
allow commemorative names for liv-
ing people, so they fell back on Mr. 
Douglas’s father, former secretary of 
the Air Force and deputy secretary of 
defense James Henderson Douglas, Jr. 
(1899-1988) who had summered with 
his family in West Chop for more than 
25 years. (Robert Douglas lived on until 
2025.)
	 Although the board’s approval 
cleared the way for Douglas Rock to 
appear on navigational charts, it would 
be another two years before a warning 

sign would mark the spot for mariners.
	 The Coast Guard declined to fund a 
marker, but issued a license to Tisbury 
to set one up at its own expense.
	 Locals — not just from Vineyard 
Haven — chipped in to make it happen. 
Ralph Packer donated the spile and 
Edgartown dock builder Steve Ewing 
donated time and equipment to install 
it at the rock, where the warning sign 
went up in April, 2001.
	 Mr. West was there to see it happen 
and, when he died the following year at 
96, his obituary noted the pride he had 
taken in having Douglas Rock named 
and marked.
	 Mr. Gately said he’s planning for 
the new marker to be installed by Mr. 
Packer’s company next month.

By LOUISA HUFSTADER

Tisbury to Replace Historic 
Douglas Rock Warning Marker

Ray Ewing
Mr. Iversen at the Edgartown Village Market. 

Vineyard Haven
	 Mark S. Nickowal TRS, Peter J. Nick-
owal TRS and Barnacle Bill Realty 
Trust purchased 2 Barnacle Bill Way 
in Vineyard Haven from Joseph A. 
Nickowal for $483,000 on Sept. 23.
	 Robert Donohue TRS and Saga-
maore Avenue Realty Trust purchased 
272 Bigelow Road in Vineyard Haven 
from Joshua H. Gordon TRS and Debo-
rah J. Hales Trust for $3,005,000 on 
Sept. 25. 
	 Kenneth J. Stiles TRS purchased 
124 Skiff avenue (Unit B-12, Unit 19) 
in Vineyard Haven from Marilyn Mo-
ses TRS and Cam Realty Trust for 
$380,000 on Sept. 25.

West Tisbury
	 Daniel Davies Cabot purchased 48 
Tiasquam Road (lot 6) in West Tisbury 
from Isabelle Lumb for $500,000 on 
Sept. 21.

Ray Ewing

	 Members of the Martha’s Vineyard 
Regional High School class of 1966 
and their guests are invited to gather 
on Saturday afternoon, Oct. 17 from 1 
to 4 p.m. at The Wharf in Edgartown.
	 The cost is $45 per person and 
does not include the cash bar. For 
more information and to sign up, 
contact Herb Ward at 508-693-7683, 
wakemewhenitistime@outlook.com.

Ray Ewing

	 “I think, really, the most trust and the 
most accountability you can have is by 
visiting the farm personally,” he said. 
“It’s a basic concept of a farmer getting 
credit for their work.”
	 To taste the coffee, they pour water 
directly into the coffee grounds to try 
many different kinds at once, without 
influencing the taste through various 
brewing and filtration methods. The 
grounds rise to the top, you push them 
to the side and slurp the coffee, Leif 
explained.
	 In Costa Rica, coffee is not there for a 
morning jolt of caffeine. Cafes in town 
don’t even open until mid-afternoon, 
he said. Instead, coffee is a beverage to 
be enjoyed after work, alongside family 
and friends, socializing and catching up 
after the day.
	 Leif ’s coffee represents not only the 
farms they come from, but the relation-
ships he’s developed. He continues to 
buy from them through hard harvests, 
rising production costs and inflation of 
local currency. That’s why his coffee is 
more expensive.
	 “We’re both invested in each oth-
ers’ successes and longevity,” he said. 
“People want to make good decisions 
with their purchases, especially here 
on Martha’s Vineyard.”
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Lamenting the Road Not Taken 
By ROB HANNEMANN 

On Sept. 1, the United Nations Environment 
Program released a highly significant 
report titled Limiting Overshoot — Navi-
gating Exceedance of 1.5 °C and Pathways 

to Return. Amidst the chaos surrounding the ongo-
ing and unprecedented attack on our republic, it 
will probably not garner nearly as much attention 
as it deserves.
	 The 141-page document calls for a significant 
change in the world’s approach to dealing with 
the reality of the climate crisis. While dense and 
detailed, the key messages are twofold. First, the 
long-held 1.5 °C  temperature rise limit to avoid 
serious and unrecoverable damage is now certain 
to be exceeded in this decade. Second, in addition 
to seriously increased efforts to dramatically lower 
global greenhouse gas emissions we must also 
deploy technology to remove excess gases. Which, 
by the way, we do not yet know how to do at scale. 
To those who have been paying attention, this is 
truly sobering — but not surprising.
	 From a global perspective, the summer of 2026 
has featured numerous signals that climate change 
is accelerating. In August a new worldwide aver-
age sea surface temperature record was set (21.1 °C  
outside polar regions). Both Arctic and Antarctic 
ice extents continue to decline; sea level has risen 
by four inches over the last three decades. 
	 This summer Europe has suffered five separate 
excess heat emergencies, causing an estimated 
30,000 deaths. (Much less important but note-
worthy, the French champagne grape harvest was 
forced to be one month earlier than normal, which 
is unprecedented). 
	 Also in August, Nepal and Tibet were subject to 
devastating flash floods resulting from a glacier col-
lapse with approximately 1,000 deaths at this writ-
ing. As a Nepalese official noted, “We contribute a 
negligible share of global emissions (approximately 
0.1 per cent), yet we sit downstream of some of the 
fastest-warming glacial systems on Earth.”
	 And it should be noted that annual global green-
house gas emissions have continued to increase, not 
decrease, at a significant pace. In 2000, emissions 
were 35.8 billion metric tons, while in 2025 emis-
sions rose to 53.2 billion metric tons.
	 What about our country? July was the hottest 
month on record across the U.S., per the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, eclips-
ing the previous record holder (the Dust Bowl sum-
mer of 1936). More than 40,000 forest fires ravaged 
the West so far this year, burning more than 4.5 
million acres, well above previous averages. Water 
availability in the Southwest is at a critical stage; 
Lake Mead, the water source for many millions of 
people and the nation’s largest reservoir, is at its 
lowest level ever. 
	 And through it all, the federal government is 
doing everything it can to stall climate programs 
and the energy transformation efforts needed to 
address the accelerating climate crisis. While solar 
and wind energy are now markedly less expensive 
than burning fossil fuels, major projects have been 
canceled and roadblocks to progress have been 
erected. The U.S. is now well behind Europe and 
China in adopting renewable energy systems and 
electric vehicles. One of the side effects of our 
ongoing war with Iran is the realization by many 
nations that fossil fuels are not reliable sources of 
energy and are moving quickly to renewables. The 
rest of the world has picked up the slack and the 
U.S. has been left in the dust.
	 Geographical, a well-respected UK journal, re-
cently published a list of the world’s five fastest 
warming regions. The Arctic is number one, the 
Antarctic number two. Europe is number three. It 
may come as a surprise, but number four is New 
England. Recent research has shown that New 
England’s average temperature has risen by 2.5 °C  
since 1990, significantly higher than the global aver-
age of 1.3 °C . Much as we may wish otherwise, our 
Island home is squarely in the initial impact zone 
of the climate crisis.
	 In 2017, the leaders of our energy committees, 
the MVC Climate Action Task Force, and Vineyard 
Power came together to establish an all-Island 
group as a coordinated response to the accelerating 
climate crisis. Through joint projects and sharing 
of best practices in furthering energy sustainability 
and resilience for our threatened Island home, this 
group has continued to work towards achieving the 
aspirational goals that all six towns on the Island 
have formally adopted.
	 So how are we doing? 
	 In 2018, we developed a model, updated annu-
ally, to understand progress toward our goals. The 

model includes a number of key factors, including 
overall electricity use, solar energy production, 
fossil fuel use, heat pump installations, Island-
registered electric vehicles, and greenhouse gas 
emissions. 
	 Our overall electricity consumption in 2018 was 
~ 217 GWh (billions of watt hours); by 2025 it had 
risen to 227 (which is consistent with our electri-
fication efforts).
	 However, our on-Island solar production rose 
from 6.9 GWh to 25.3 GWh, so that the total elec-
tricity supplied by Eversource fell from 204 GWh 
to 190 GWh. From 2018 through 2025, over 2,500 
heat pumps (both whole-house and partial-house) 
were installed on the Island through the Mass Save 
program, administered by the Cape Light Compact 
and supported by Vineyard Power as a Mass Save 
Community First Partner. In 2020, there were 173 
electric vehicles registered in Dukes County. By 
2025, that number increased to 818 — a nearly five-
fold growth.
	 The bottom line for our impact on climate 
change, though, is our greenhouse gas emissions. 
Our model uses CO2 emissions as a measure. 
In 2018, our CO2 emissions were approximately 
195,000 metric tons; this was reduced to 173,000 
metric tons in 2025. Accounting for our increases in 
population, Martha’s Vineyard resident’s per-capita 
emissions (including fossil fuel use by visitors) 
declined from 14.9 metric tons per person in 2018 
to 11.4 tons in 2025, a 23 per cent reduction. 
	 To place these figures in perspective, the U.S. per 
capita CO2 emissions in 2025 were approximately 
14 tons, while China’s were about 9.4 tons and In-
dia’s about 2.2 tons. 
	 In sum up, the Island community has made 
significant strides in addressing climate change. 
The 1.5 °C  global warming barrier is certain to be 
breached. While we are not on a trajectory to meet 
our aspirational goals, we can still meet them if we 
redouble our efforts.
	 It is certain that our grandchildren will be living 
through perilous times. It didn’t have to be that way. 
The world made a choice to follow the easy path, 
rather than the road not taken.
	 That’s the inconvenient truth.
	 Rob Hannemann lives in Chilmark. 

When I was a little girl, I 
discovered that I loved 
performing. Acting, 
singing, reciting made 

me happy. Some of what it took to 
be comfortable with it I got from my 
mother, who acted and taught elocu-
tion before she became the stay-at-
home mother of nine.
	 Perhaps it was because I was one of 
nine siblings, that I enjoyed standing 
out a bit, something hard to do in such 
a large family. When I was young and 
part of that big gang, I enjoyed it. We 
had a lot of fun together.
	 But as I got older, I was dying to 
find out what it would be like to go to 
a place where nobody had ever heard 
of me, or anyone related to me for 
that matter. Since I studied French in 
school, I thought I would go to Paris. 
Instead, at age 26 I ended up in the 
“Paris of South America,” Buenos 
Aires, Argentina.
	 It was September, 1971. A friend, 
whose idea it was, persuaded me that 
Spanish would be a far more useful 
language than French in the United 
States. So off we went and it changed 
my life and my life’s direction. 
	 Buenos Aires is a beautiful but 
complex city. I got a job at the Ameri-
can School in the upscale suburbs 
there. I taught fifth grade and thor-
oughly enjoyed it. Because the school 
required that half the day be taught in 
Spanish, and I was not yet facile in the 
language, I was free in the afternoon. 
I joined a theatre company and took 
singing lessons and performed in 
musical plays, in English of course.
	 It took me two full years to save 
enough money for a ticket home, but I 
still had no idea what I would do once 
I got there, so I consulted Dr. Pedro 
Manasse, a psychiatrist in Buenos Ai-
res, to help me think about my future. 
He gave me a couple of tests, nodded 
his head in understanding and we 
began. We got through all the details 
of my being raised in a very strong 

family, my education, work history 
and personal life.
	 Finally, one day I told him I was 
taking singing lessons and wanted 
to think about that as a career. He 
erupted: “No, no, no. That would be so 
wrong for you, you are too bourgeois, 
you would not last in that.”  
	 “Why?” I asked.
	 “Paula, remember those tests I gave 
you and when I asked you to draw a 
picture of a pig? What did you draw?”  
	 “I drew a head, I did not know how 
to draw the rest of a pig,” I answered.
	 “Exactly”, he said. “That told me 
you are ruled by your head and not 
your emotions as all artists are.”  
	 Oh, did we argue.
	 “If you were meant to sing, you 
would have been doing it from the 
age of 18, no matter what anyone else 
said,” he continued.
	 I admit, I thought about that. Then 
he said, “If you can’t keep it as a hobby 
then give it up entirely.”
	 When I had saved enough money 
to go home and our time was coming 
to an end, he said, “I know what you 
should do when you go home, you 
should talk for a living. I never met 
a better talker and the United States 
will have many jobs that require that.”
	 When I arrived back in the U.S. 
and turned on TV, I saw there were 
women on TV as hosts and reporters. 
I had not seen them there before I left.
	 “I want to do that!” I said to myself. 
	 It wasn’t easy to get there, it took 
me five years of trying, but I was 
finally successful and my broadcast 
career lasted for 25 wonderful years. 
I even met my wonderful husband at 
my first TV station. Thank you Dr. 
Pedro Manasse.
	 And now I sing, as a hobby, in the 
Island Community Chorus, and per-
forming still gives me joy.
	 Paula Lyons lives in Vineyard Ha-
ven.

Beyond the kitchen window, my line of sight sets an up-Island scene to 
ponder. The massive maple, a treasured resident of the yard, remains 
full, nothing yet shed from its jade plumage. But high up on the tree, 
a broken branch, with a tight cluster of curled leaves, totters back and 

forth. It clings to the mother trunk as if afraid to separate. 
	 Is the injured issue waiting for a storm’s sustained gust to force its descent? 
Or for the dark of night to mask its final demise? Or is it buying time so the 
multitude can join in the journey? I do not know the reasoning, only that its 
presence is precarious.
	 Summer’s adornments soon will wrestle fate. Daylight will hug the horizon 
and disappear without excuse or delay, sidelined by the flattening celestial 
slope of the new season. Creatures huddle and conserve before scarcity de-
termines what survives and what struggles.
	 The gravity of life will pull against hope and comfort, exposing a nakedness, 
one that’s severe in relief and cold to the touch. The elements will expose the 
unexpected for scrutiny and the unaddressed for judgment.
	 Autumn is the disquiet of coming change tempered by the solace of reprise. 
	 Michael McAuliffe lives in Chilmark and Washington, D.C.

Finding My Voice, Right
Where I Left It in Buenos Aires

Moods of Autumn
By MICHAEL MCAULIFFE

By PAULA LYONS

Ray Ewing

Main Street
From the October 4, 1963 edition of the 
Vineyard Gazette:
	 “Beginning at the North side of the 
Old Highway [now Beach street] that 
leads from the head of Holmes Hole 
Harbor to the Town of Tisbury [here fol-
lows an intricate list of bounds, stakes, 
a black-oak tree and the properties 
of Jonathan Manter, Silas Daggett, Pe-
ter Butler, and various others which 
abounded and abutted upon the way so 
laid out], and then “to continue North-
erly by the Harbor till it meets with 
the head of Point Pond [so-called] and 
southerly till it comes to the foot of the 
Upland and to be in Breadth forty foot 
in all parts.”
	 This is a portion of the order con-
tained in the Tisbury town records 
under date of 1798, when the first layout 
of Main street was voted and put into 
effect. The beginning was at the present 
Beach street, near the entrance from 
that street to the First National Store 
parking lot.
	 By merely the mentioning of the 
properties listed, it is possible to follow 
the general course northerly, across the 
town parking lot, closely approaching 
the site of the old Roth House, now 
removed, close also to property now 
owned by Mrs. Lizette Knight, crossing 
the town playground, and the property 
of Donald Tilton; thence to pass near 
the home of Leon Robinson at the end 
of Hatch Road, and making its turn or 
loop in the vicinity of the Goethals 
Place, so-called, at West Chop.
	 Old maps and sketches of the village 
of Vineyard Haven show very clearly 
that this first layout of Main street not 
only paralleled the western shore of the 
harbor, but lay very close to it, almost 
on the beach in many places. It did ex-
tend over Huzzleston’s Head, the pine-
crowned promontory which extends 
into the harbor a slight distance, and it 
made its loop, at Point Pond, in an area 
which now lies under water.
	 It is still possible to find some trace 
of this old dirt road in the vicinity of 
Huzzleton’s Head to this day. A few 
years ago there were still the remains 
of a foot path which appeared here and 
there between the Head and the village 
proper.
	 Of the loop, which was built at the 
end and which was a part of Low Point, 
where the pond was located, now disap-
peared, there is no information. From 
the location of the farmhouses, this loop 
was presumably planned to extend back 
to the center of the village eventually, 
and eventually this seems to have been 
done, becoming in time the present 
West Chop Road and at least a portion 
of the present Main street of Vineyard 
Haven. The intriguing thing is what 
happened to the original longshore 
layout, why was it abandoned, and was 
this ever done in properly legal fashion?
	 The reason that this question is asked 
is that if this way had existed unto the 
present day, it would, if duly improved, 
solve many of the traffic problems of 
the town and village. It is asked also for 
that reason that less than forty years ago 
there were elderly people in the town 
who declared that there was a public 
way extending across Huzzleton’s Head, 
that it had been in use for generations, 
which was true enough, and that they 
knew of no reason for its discontinu-
ance.
	 Naturally such a thing as abandoning 
a public way could not have been done 
without due process of law, whatever 
that might have been at the time. It is a 
known fact that Low Point washed away 
eventually, thus blocking the original 
way, and yet Low Point and Point Pond 
were in existence less than seventy 
years ago while the road along the har-
bor shore had fallen into disuse long 
before that time.
	 The abandonment of a public way on 
the Island is not a matter often found 
in town records. It has been done, both 
in the town of Chilmark and in West 
Tisbury, in the latter, presumably, for 
a token payment and to escape the re-
sponsibility of keeping the way in repair, 
and in the former township probably 
without action of any sort, but simply 
because the way fell into complete dis-
use and no one cared.
	 But here in Vineyard Haven is the 
record of a main-travelled way which 
was in use for a lengthy period of time. 
It is easy to see today that there were 
houses fronting on this road, houses 
which now must be approached from 
the rear, and perhaps by travelling over 
old rights of way which did not formerly 
exist because they were unnecessary.
	 It will not do to confuse this ancient 
way nor any portion thereof with the 
present Water street. Water street lies 
today where deep-water ships floated 
once upon a time, and old Main street 
lay to the west of this street by some 
rods. Land has “made”, as they say, to 
offer the layout for Water street, which 
was built there, and which has replaced, 
for a very short distance, the older Main 
street.
	 Thus changes are effected by the 
combination of efforts of man and na-
ture. But it would be interesting to 
locate the record, if it exists, by which 
Tisbury abandoned its first main drag. 
And even more interesting if it should 
be found that such action did not occur 
at all.
	 Compiled by Hilary Wallcox
	 library@vineyardgazette.comRay Ewing 
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	 Public oversand vehicle access over a 
stretch of trail on Chappaquiddick was 
halted this week after the latest ruling in 
an ongoing court battle between Cape 
Pogue homeowners and the Trustees of 
Reservations. 
	 State Land Court judge Sarah Turano-
Flores on Monday granted Victor and 
Dawn Colantonio a preliminary injunc-
tion that prevents the Trustees, which 
manages the trails that criss-cross 
Chappy, from allowing the public to 
drive over the Colantonios’ land just 
north of Tom’s Neck. 
	 The question of who is allowed to 
take their four-wheel drive vehicles over 
which easements has been a conten-
tious topic in recent years. The Colanto-
nios sued the Trustees in 2022, claiming 
the conservation nonprofit did not have 
the right to sell permits to the public to 
drive out to some of the northernmost 
sections of Cape Pogue. 
	 Monday’s ruling was based on ease-
ments going back 135 years, and came 
after the judge last month said that the 
Trustees had already overstepped what 
was allowed under an 1800s easement.
	 The preliminary injunction stops the 
Trustees from allowing oversand ve-
hicle permit holders from crossing the 
trails north of an area known as Division 
Lot 1 until the overall case is decided. A 
trial is scheduled for March 2027.
	 Public access to the trails that lead to 
Chappy’s beaches has been a conten-
tious issue in recent years, resulting 
in several legal complaints and testy 
public hearings.
	 Access for the area in question in the 
Colantonio lawsuit remains open by 
foot or by boat. Other parts of Chap-
paquiddick, including Leland Beach and 
the area north of the Dike Bridge before 
the lot, will remain open to oversand 
vehicles.
	 In a statement Tuesday, the Trust-
ees called the ruling disappointing but 
vowed to continue fighting for public 
access to the trail. 
	 “This action by the Court will curtail 
OSV operations at [Cape Pogue], limit-
ing access to this extraordinary place 
for Chappaquiddick residents and visi-
tors for the first time since 1959,” the 
nonprofit wrote. “While this is a deeply 
disappointing outcome for everyone, 
The Trustees will continue working 
to provide meaningful access to this 
special place.” 
	 The Colantonios’ lawyer Denise Chi-
coine appreciated the judge’s ruling. 
	 “The Trustees were behaving as a 
business, not a conservation entity by 
treating Cape Poge as a means of rais-

By ETHAN GENTER
practice common sense safety.”
	 Infections from vibrio vulnificus are 
more commonly found in places along 
the Gulf Coast, such as Louisiana and 
Florida, where the water is warmer. A 
report published by the Massachusetts 
Department of Health in 2025 found 
that over the last several years there 
were seven confirmed cases of vibrio 
vulnificus in Massachusetts. Of those 
cases, four were likely due to exposure 
in the state.
	 “In general, public risk remains mini-
mal for those who do not swim with 
open wounds, but for people over 65, 
immunocompromised individuals, or 
those with liver damage, or pregnant 
people, or children under five, are gen-
erally more susceptible,” Mr. Boutot said 
in August.
	 The Department of Health’s most 
recent report states that there has been 
a total of 110 vibrio type infections since 
the start of 2026. This report was con-
structed from every documented vibrio 
infection, of which there are well over a 
dozen, including the vibrio vulnificus.
	 According to Mr. Benefit, doctors 
used 30 to 40 staples to graft animal 
skin to help stimulate re-growth on the 
damaged area.
	 “They put that on the wound and 
it helps to grow a layer like meat, not 
skin, but a layer underneath, because 
the tendons were exposed,” Mr. Benefit 
said.
	 In the coming weeks, Mr. Benefit 
plans to undergo another round of graft-
ing from a plastic surgeon, and his 
overall recovery timeline is about six 
months. 
	 Mr. Benefit believes he contracted the 
bacterial infection in one of the several 
Edgartown ponds his digs for clams in.
	 “I was in Poucha Pond, I was in Shear 
Pen Pond and I was in Caleb’s Pond, 
all within those three days,” said Mr. 
Benefit. “We know it’s vibrio, but it’s 
weird…I’ve been out there for 68 years 
scalloping and I’ve never seen anything 
like this.”
	 To help cover his mounting medical 
bills, Mr. Benefit’s girlfriend Martha 
Montesion started a fundraising cam-
paign with the help of Jennifer Bet-
tencourt, while he is out of work. The 
Gofundme page has already generated 

	 A spokesperson for the Army Corps 
told the Gazette that the Massachusetts 
Office of Coastal Zone Management 
must make a decision before it can 
finalize a permit decision.
	 “For projects of this scope and techni-
cal nature, a review duration of several 
months is standard,” the spokesperson 
wrote.
	 Ms. Brough said the Office of Coastal 
Zone Management is supposed to make 
a decision after the appeal period for 
a different permit through MassDEP 
concluded this week.
	 The East Chop project first gained 
Martha’s Vineyard Commission ap-
proval in 2018 and subsequently at-
tained the other permits necessary to 
complete the project. The town then 
brought on municipal planning firm 
Tighe & Bond in 2023 to help execute 
the plan, at which point consultants 
deemed the plan faulty as approved, 
identifying issues with the engineering 
and logistics of the project.
	 This essentially necessitated a sec-
ond round of permitting, delaying the 
project further.
	 “This additional engineering and 
permitting review affected the project 
timeline,” Ms. Brough wrote.
	 FEMA first granted Oak Bluffs a two-
year extension on the grant in May 
2024, pushing the project end date to 
May 2026. In May 2025, the town ap-
plied with FEMA for another extension 
to 2028, but it was denied.
	 Oak Bluffs voters first approved bor-
rowing $6.9 million for the project 
four years ago. Voters reapproved the 

training for communities, for overriding 
local planning by setting a new limit 
regardless of existing neighborhoods 
and other conditions. 
	 “Local officials are directly respon-
sible to taxpayers, and this would re-
move significant oversight on behalf of 
their residents,” association executive 
director Adam Chapdelaine wrote in a 
rebuttal to the ballot question. 
	 Some Island officials had similar con-
cerns. 
	 “It seems to me that it makes a huge 
change in how zoning works in Edgar-
town,” said Julia Livingston, a member 
of the town planning board. 
	 With the Island’s housing market 
continuing to climb to new heights, Ms. 
Livingston worried that this law could 
encourage more market-rate single fam-

Islander Grapples With Bacterial Infection 
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measure at town meeting in 2024. Ms. 
Brough said the town has not yet bor-
rowed those funds.
	 Additionally, Ms. Brough said that 
Oak Bluffs has not spent borrowed or 
local funds on the project at all thus far. 
She said permitting and design work 
was funded through a $3 million state 
grant, $1.5 million of which has been 
spent.
	 According to Ms. Brough, the path 
forward now is to seek money from 
the state through a Building Resilient 
Infrastructure and Communities grant 
in January 2027.
	 “While this is a disappointing setback 
following several years of planning, de-

sign, permitting, and coordination, the 
East Chop project remains one of the 
Town’s highest coastal resiliency and 
infrastructure priorities,” Ms. Brough 
wrote.
	 Oak Bluffs highway superintendent 
Rich Combra told the Gazette he has 
not seen the area of East Chop Drive 
significantly deteriorate in recent years, 
but that the work needs to be done if 
the stretch of road is to reopen.
	 “At some point, it has to be done…” he 
said. “As long as we don’t do anything, 
the road will stay closed.”

Homeowners Win Injunction for OSV Trail

ing revenue,” she said. “The preliminary 
injunction is an appropriate restraint 
and is the right decision from an envi-
ronmental perspective. The Trustees 
can use their own tour trucks to provide 
members of the public with access to 
the lighthouse.”
	 The Trustees had tried to argue that 
the trail in question on Division Lot 1 
was not actually the trail that was be-
ing referred to in the 1891 easement. 
Instead, the trails being used now, the 
Trustees contended, were part of a 1988 
easement, which did allow for wider 
use. 
	 But Judge Turano-Flores was not con-
vinced by the argument. 
	 “The Trustees point to no survey, 
plan or photographic evidence to sup-
port their claim that the network of 
OSV trails that traverse Division Lot 
1, including the primary trail, are not 
in the same location as” the trail in the 
1891 easement, the judge wrote.  

	 The court also reasoned that, since 
only a few dozen or so people traverse 
the trails up to the area by the Colan-
tonios, it would not cause widespread 
harm to the Trustees. 
	 “As the Trustees note in their opposi-
tion, most of the OSV permit holders 
travel south to Leland Beach, and those 
few that do travel north from Dike 
Bridge, do not often make the ‘long slow 
trek’ further north to the [Cape Pogue] 
Lighthouse,” Judge Turano-Flores wrote 
in her 19-page decision.
	 Though there might not be many 
people going that far north, cutting off 
the trail to the public is still a loss for 
beachgoers and fishermen, said Peter 
Sliwkowski, the president of the MV 
Beachgoers Access Group.
	 “This isn’t about how many people 
travel farther up the beach on a par-
ticular day,” he said. “It is about miles of 
shoreline they are no longer realistically 
able to reach.”

	 The court previously said the Trust-
ees could still use the trail on the 
Colantonio property for internal use 
or public tours, but that is still limiting 
for fishermen.
	 “Fish don’t arrive according to a 
shuttle schedule,” Mr. Sliwkowsi said. 
“Fishing Cape Pogue is dictated by 
tides, weather, bait and migrating fish. 
You may need to arrive before daylight, 
stay after dark or move as conditions 
change.”
	 The court held a hearing last week 
to talk about the schedule of the case 
as it heads to trial. The trial is set for 
March 15 through 19 in Boston. 
	 At the Sept. 22 hearing, the Trust-
ees attorney said the 1988 easement 
remains a question for trial. The Trust-
ees are also arguing that because the 
nonprofit used the trails for decades, 
it should be allowed to do so under a 
prescriptive easement.

Sexual Assault Prevention and Safety 
Club since her first year of college. She 
became aware of it through her older 
sorority sisters in Kappa Alpha Theta, 
one of whom brought her to her first 
meeting.
	 “It was so powerful,” Ms. Hall re-
called. “It felt like I was part of a really 
amazing community.”
	 She quickly rose up through the club’s 
leadership ranks. She joined the execu-
tive board last year and helped bring 
renowned writer and sexual assault 
awareness advocate Chanel Miller to 
speak on Cornell’s campus. She became 
co-president of the club this fall, just as 
Ms. Doe’s lawsuit cracked open a con-
versation that had largely lay dormant 
on campus for two years.
	 “A lot of students had conversations, 
but only until recently, when the recent 
lawsuit came out, did people start talk-
ing about it again,” she said.
	 After Ms. Doe first reported being 
assaulted in 2024, Cornell notified the 
student body and reportedly expelled 
some of the accused students, sus-
pended others and banned Chi Phi 
from continuing to operate on campus. 
According to Ms. Doe’s complaint, the 
university gave the accused the op-
portunity to write essays to Cornell as 
part of the disciplinary process, a claim 

Cornell denies.
	 Now, Ms. Hall said students’ horror 
is mixed with uncertainty about what 
Cornell’s administration is going to do 
next and what the campus is going to 
feel like moving forward. She said a lot 
of students are dissatisfied with the way 
Cornell has handled Ms. Doe’s case.
	 Meanwhile, the wave of national at-
tention is taking its toll on students. Re-
porters are posted all over the quad, and 
the coffee shops that surround campus 
are full of students sitting down with 
journalists. This week, Ms. Hall was in-
terviewed by NPR for Tuesday’s Morn-
ing Edition and the New York Times.
	 Though the world’s eyes are on Cor-
nell, Ms. Hall said it’s important to 
remember that the problem of sexual 
assault stretches far beyond any one 
campus.
	 “I think that the sad truth of the mat-
ter is that sexual assault is a prevalent 
cultural problem across the United 
States,” she said. “We’re in the hot seat 
right now, but a lot of colleges and uni-
versities have had major sexual assault 
incidents.”
	 Ms. Hall pointed to party culture and 
Greek life as places where rape culture 
can fester, aided by copious amounts 
of drugs and alcohol. She’s optimistic, 
however, that things could someday be 
different.
	 She and the other members of her 
club are working on a new sexual as-
sault awareness curriculum and educa-
tional program for all students involved 
in Greek life at Cornell. The group has 
been working with the school’s admin-
istration to develop the program since 
the spring.
	 “Education is not the only solution … 

more than $17,000.
	 “Anyone that knows him knows that 
he’s not a sit-around guy and he would 
do anything he could to help you,” said 
Ms. Montesion. “[And] he’s trying to be 
a good patient.”
 	 After weeks of bedrest, Mr. Benefit 
is now back up on his feet, and was 
making apple sauce and chicken soup 
during a visit with the Gazette. He is 
awaiting his next surgery and is ready 
to get back out into the world. 
	 “I’m trying to get this [healed] so 
they put the new skin on, so I can still 
dredge the channel this winter,” said 
Mr. Benefit. “I also got a job off the 
lighthouse, which I kind of don’t want to 
miss. But the doctor told me if they do 
it next week, then I’ll be in good shape 
because he said it’s going to heal so fast 
once they put the skin on.”

Ray Ewing
Donnie Benefit at home recuperating. 

Courtesy Donnie Benefit
Infection killed the flesh on his foot. 

East Chop Bluffs Project Loses Steam
From Page One

Erosion on the bluffs has long been an issue. 

Ballot Question Worries 
Island Town Officials 

From Page One ily homes instead of affordable units.
	 “The market is for homes that most 
people on the Island can’t afford,” she 
said. 
	 Ms. Livingston described the pro-
posed legislation as a “sledgehammer” 
that would break up the local regula-
tions that have been put in place over 
the years.
	 “It would just change the look and 
feel of parts of Edgartown where the lot 
sizes are bigger than 5,000 square feet,” 
she said. 
	 The law doesn’t go into detail on what 
“access” to water and sewer means, 
and Tisbury planning board member 
Ben Robinson felt that sewer capacity 
could be one of the biggest factors for 
the legislation on the Vineyard. 
	 “What happens when there is not 
enough sewer flow,” he said.

	 When legislation is passed by peti-
tion at the election, lawmakers often 
make tweaks to the law to make it easier 
for implementation. Laura Silber, the 
Martha’s Vineyard Commission’s hous-
ing planner, said Islanders will advocate 
for rules that work for resort towns.
	 “Polls are showing the question is 
likely to pass, so we are working with 
the district legislative delegation on 
statutory language amendments which 
would ensure anything subsequently 
enacted aligns with the year-round 
housing needs of seasonal Communi-
ties,” she said.
	 The petition backers looked at sewer, 
water and land maps to attempt to cal-
culate how many homes the proposed 
law could create. Their study did not 
have a number associated solely for the 
Vineyard, but they estimated it could 
result in between 116 and 185 homes 
per year for the Cape and Islands, with 
a majority coming on the Cape. 
	 Based on the sewer systems on the 
Vineyard, though, it was likely that 
Edgartown would be the Island com-
munity that could see the most devel-
opment. 

	 Senator Cyr said he endorsed the 
proposal because Massachusetts is ex-
periencing one of the worst housing 
crises in the country.
	 “We were last of all 50 states for 
permits per capita,” he said. 
	 Still, he understood concerns from 
Islanders about whether these homes 
would become seasonal properties as 
Islanders struggle to continue to live 
here. 
	 “Almost any home, whether it is 
an existing property or a new build, 
is likely to go to the second home or 
investment market without any sort of 
restriction,” Mr. Cyr said. 
	 A chair of the state legislature’s joint 
committee on housing, Mr. Cyr said 
lawmakers would explore restrictions 
for the Island to require the homes 
be used year round, and said that the 
measure could create smaller homes 
that would be cheaper to put affordable 
housing restrictions on. 
	 “Overall, I think this is a good policy 
that will build more housing for Mas-
sachusetts and put more housing in 
reach for working people,” the senator 
said. 

Ray Ewing
The case is set to go to trial next spring.

Stepping Up to
Keep Cornell
Accountable

but I’m hoping that education can be a 
forward momentum to help change the 
culture here,” she said.
	 She contrasted the group’s vision 
with typical sexual assault and harass-
ment trainings, which she said often 
don’t invite engagement beyond watch-
ing a video or completing a question-
naire.
	 “If you’re not actively involved in the 
conversation, then you’re likely not go-
ing to take much away from it,” she said.
	 Ms. Hall and her club are also pushing 
for active involvement in other ways. 
On Tuesday, the group made a point of 
inviting all of Cornell’s fraternities and 

sororities to its bi-weekly meeting to 
discuss the alleged assault at Chi Phi.
	 “We got a lot of new people there, and 
I think it went really well,” she said.
	 She added that on Monday, the Cor-
nell student body will hold a school-
wide protest in response to the alleged 
assault. The Sexual Assault Prevention 
and Safety Club will table nearby, hand-
ing out purple ribbons for sexual assault 
awareness.
	 “Things are happening around cam-
pus now,” Ms. Hall said. “I’m hopeful 
for change.”

Courtesy Olympia Hall
Olympia Hall is currently a junior at Cornell. 

From Page One
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MARTHA'S VINEYARD
FILM CENTER

79 Beach Rd, VH • 508-696-9369 

FRIDAY 10/02
  Manhattan Short Film Festival  
  (NR) 4:00 p.m.
 The Rivals of Amzeah King (R)  
  7:30 p.m.
SATURDAY 10/03
  Metropolitan Opera Live:  
  Cosi Fan Tutte (NR) 1:00 p.m.
  The Rivals of Amzeah King (R)  
  7:30 p.m.
SUNDAY 10/04
  The Rivals of Amzeah King (R)  
  4:00 p.m.
  Late Fame (NR) 7:30 p.m.
MONDAY 10/05
  Closed 
TUESDAY 10/06
  Closed
WEDNESDAY 10/07
  National Theatre I’ve:  
  The Misanthrope (NR) 7:30 p.m.
THURSDAY 10/08
  Late Fame (NR) 7:30 p.m.
  The Rivals of Amzeah King (R)  
  7:30 p.m.

 
EDGARTOWN CINEMAS

Main St, Edgartown • 508-627-8008 

FRIDAY 10/02
  Primetime (R) 4:00 p.m.
  Digger (R) 6:45 p.m.
  Heart Of The Beast (PG-13)  
  4:00 p.m.
  Verity (R) 6:45 p.m.
SATURDAY 10/03
  Forgotten Island (PG)  
  1:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m.
  Digger (R) 7:00 p.m.
  Heart Of The Beast (PG-13)   
  1:15 p.m., 4:00 p.m.
  Verity (R) 7:00 p.m.
SUNDAY 10/04
  Forgotten Island (PG) 1:00 p.m.
  Digger (R) 3:45 p.m., 6:45 p.m.
  Heart of the Beast (PG-13)  
  1:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m.
  Jaws (PG) 6:45
MONDAY 10/05
  Practical Magic 2 (PG-13)  
  3:45 p.m.
  Primetime (R) 6:45 p.m
  Heart of the Beast (PG-13) 4:00 p.m.
  Verity (R) 6:45 p.m.
TUESDAY 10/06
  Forgotten Island (PG) 4:00 p.m.
  Digger (R) 6:45 p.m
 Coyote Vs Acme (R) 4:00 p.m
  Verity (R) 6:45 p.m.
WEDNESDAY 10/07
  Practical Magic 2 (PG-13)  
  3:45 p.m.
  Primetime (R) 4:00 p.m., 6:45 p.m
  Heart of the Beast (PG-13)  
  4:00 p.m 6:45 p.m.
THURSDAY 10/08
  Primetime (R) 4:00 p.m.
  Digger (R) 6:45 p.m.
  Coyote Vs Acme (R) 4:00 p.m
  Verity (R) 6:45 p.m.

  
 CIRCUIT ARTS

FALL FILM SHOWCASE

THE GRANGE HALL
1067 State Road, WT • 508-696-6300  

WEDNESDAY 10/07
  Burgundy 7:00 p.m.
THURSDAY 10/08
  I Play Rocky (PG-13) 7:00 p.m

MOVIE 
LISTINGS
OCTOBER 2-8

2026 Derby  |  Sunday, September 13 - Saturday, October 17

SCAN TO PREVIEW THE AUCTION
www.32auctions.com/mvderby2026

Preview items now
Bidding opens October 11

Closes Oct. 18 at 8 pm

D E R BY AU C T I O N 
IS LIVE!

Ray Ewing

The Complete Martha’s Vineyard 

C A L E N D A R

It’s EASY and FREE to enter your event 
on our online and print calendars!

SCAN HERE to find out how!

calendar.vineyardgazette.com

PLANNING AN EVENT?

58 Dock Street, Edgartown  508.939.4092  art@oldsculpingallery.org  OLDSCULPINGALLERY.org

Across from the Chappy Ferry

MMVVAAAA  
AALLLL  MMEEMMBBEERR  SSHHOOWW

Exhibition Dates: September 12 - October 12 / Open Daily

CHECK OUT OUR  
ONLINE  
CALENDAR  
FOR EVEN 
MORE EVENTS!

calendar.vineyardgazette.com

VINEYARDARTISANS.COM  |  @VINEYARDARTISANS

Fall Festival
SATURDAY and SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10 and 11

10am-4pm at the Grange Hall West Tisbury
FREE PARKING

F INE  A RT  A ND CR A F T  FROM  ISL A ND A RTISTS

Hooked on Bass in the Grass 

Fish On!

Jeanna Shepard

	 Meg Mercier chose an Edgartown lighthouse theme. Chris Sainato 
went patriotic and Mitch Gorden went heavy — very heavy.  
	 The artists are all taking part in the annual Bass in the Grass fund-
raiser, finding creative ways to celebrate the Martha’s Vineyard Striped 
Bass and Bluefish Derby. 
	 “They are given the same piece of wood, but what they choose to do 
with it can sometimes blend into a 3-D effect,” said Alison Bauriedel, 
who helps with the visitor’s experience at the Carnegie Heritage Center, 
where the bass are on display.
	 Mr. Gordon abandoned his piece of wood for three large stones which 
he then assembled into the shape of a fish.
	 “It weighs maybe 300 pounds,” Ms. Bauriedel said of the piece, urg-
ing a doubtful visitor to try and lift it from its place at the front desk. 
	 The visitor was unsuccessful in giving the stone fish more than a 
minor wiggle.
	 More than 20 artists took part this year, with each fish sponsored 
by a local business. The event is run by the Edgartown Board of Trade 
and the money raised is divided between the artists and the Martha’s 
Vineyard Striped Bass and Bluefish Derby scholarship fund.
	 David Joseph arranged numerous wrenches and other tools onto his 
fish, giving it a decidedly industrial look. Steve Lohman created a wire 
sculpture, Althea Freeman went blue with her block print design that 
was sponsored by the Vineyard Gazette, and Tara Reynolds found her 
calling with shellfish.
	 Leah Fraumeni, a derby committee member and regular at the weigh-
in station, decorated her fish with derby pins, a colorful display that was 
also informative. In her artist’s note, she reflected on the importance 
of the derby tradition, now in its 81st year. 
	 “Each regulation badge used to create this piece represents an an-
gler who stood at the scale, a fish that was caught, and a moment that 
became part of Derby history,” Ms. Fraumeni wrote.
	 The Carnegie Heritage Center is open Tuesday through Saturday, 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

-Bill Eville

Friday, October 2
Bass in the Grass, a collection of 

wooden fish created by local artists 
in celebration of the Martha’s Vine-
yard Striped Bass and Bluefish Derby, 
The Carnegie, 58 North Water Street, 
Edgartown, daily, free, 774-549-9107.

Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass 
and Bluefish Derby, daily morn-
ing and evening weigh-ins on Dock 
street from 8 to 10 a.m. and 7 to 9 
p.m., 12 a.m., mvderby.com.

Acrylic Painting with John 
Holladay, intermediate/advanced, 
Featherstone Center for the Arts, 30 
Featherstone Lane, Oak Bluffs, 9 a.m. 
to 12 p.m., $50, featherstoneart.app.
neoncrm.com, 508-693-1850.

Kayak and Paddle Board Quest, 
a self-guided tour, Felix Neck Wild-
life Sanctuary of Mass Audubon, 
100 Felix Neck Drive, Edgartown, 
weekdays, 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., mas-
saudubon.org, 508-627-4850.

First Friday Vineyard Haven, an 
all day event celebrating local art 
and food, Vineyard Haven Harbor 
Cultural District, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., 
free, firstfridayvh.com.

Leo Convery: A Lifetime of Carv-
ings, wooden sculptures of striped 
bass, tuna, shorebirds and other fa-
miliar creatures of the Vineyard, The 
Carnegie, daily, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., free.

MVAA All Members Show, Old 
Sculpin Gallery, Martha’s Vineyard 
Art Association 58 Dock Street, Ed-
gartown, daily, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
oldsculpingallery.org, 508-939-4092.

Alpaca Walk and Talk, with an 
alpaca in our pastures, Island Alpaca 
1 Head of the Pond Road, Oak Bluffs, 
daily, 10:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. and 2:30 to 
3 p.m., $20 to $30, islandalpaca.com, 
508-693-5554.

Friday Kids Crafting, for ages 3 
and up, Oak Bluffs Public Library, 
10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Kid’s Music Class, for ages 0 to 
5, West Tisbury Public Library, 1042 
State Road, West Tisbury, 10:30 to 
11 a.m., free, westtisburylibrary.org, 
508-693-3366.

Knowhere Continues This Fall, 
Center of Knowhere, 73 Circuit Av-
enue, Oak Bluffs, daily except Mon-
day and Tuesday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
knowhereart.com, 917-960-9344.

Maintaining Our Sovereignty, a 
public history project that centers 
contemporary Aquinnah Wampa-
noag struggles for sovereignty in 
traditional territories, Aquinnah Cul-
tural Center, 35 Aquinnah Circle, 
Aquinnah, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., aquinnah.
org, 508-645-7900.

Toddler Time, stories and songs, 
Chilmark Free Public Library, 522 
South Road, Chilmark, 11 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m., 508-645-3360.

Featherstone Board and Instruc-
tor Show, Featherstone Center for 
the Arts, daily, 12 to 4 p.m., free.

Music is Medicine: Using Music 
to Help People Coping with De-
mentia and Alzheimer’s Disease, 
West Tisbury Public Library, 2 to 
3 p.m.

HERitage: A Multimedia Music 
and Arts Festival Honoring His-
toric Vineyard Women, a multi-
media retrospective exploring the 
lives of Island women of the past, 
Stillpoint, 20 Stillpoint Meadows 
Road, West Tisbury, 3 to 8 p.m., $15 
to $40, email if cost is a barrier, still-
pointmv.org.

Magic the Gathering Gaming 
Group, all skill levels are welcome, 
Oak Bluffs Public Library, 56R School 
Street, Oak Bluffs, 6 to 9 p.m., free, 
508-693-9433.

Saturday, October 3
Loving Kindness and Mindful-

ness Meditation: A 90-Minute 
Journey, training designed for all 
levels, from beginners to longtime 
practitioners, Stillpoint, 8:30 a.m. to 
10 a.m., $20 to $40, email if cost is a 
barrier.

West Tisbury Farmers’ Market, 
rain or shine, Agricultural Hall, 35 
Panhandle Road, West Tisbury, 9 a.m. 

live music, Ocean Park Ocean av-
enue, Oak Bluffs, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., 
free, 508-939-1076.

Monday, October 5
Martha’s Vineyard Poetry Read-

ing Group, contact library to join, 
10 a.m.

Moving Stories Dance Class, cre-
ative movement dance for kids ages 
2 to 6, West Tisbury Public Library, 
11 to 11:45 a.m.

Afterschool Switch Club, kids 8 
and 9 need caregiver in building, West 
Tisbury Public Library, 3 to 5 p.m.

Beetlebung Farm Tour, with one 
of our farmers, Beetlebung Farm, 410 
Middle Road, Chilmark, 4 to 4:30 p.m., 
$5, beetlebungfarm.org.

Blue Monday — The Back Porch 
Trio, The Inkwell Beach Club, 7 to 9 
p.m., free.

Tuesday, October 6
Assisted Knitting Open Studio, 

Featherstone Center for the Arts, 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m., $10.

Digital Compass: Tech Support, 
technology help for older adults, Tis-
bury Council on Aging, 11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m., free, techpromv.org, 508-696-
4205.

Memory Training, a course teach-
ing memory enhancing techniques 
and practical strategies to boost 

to 12 p.m., free, wtfmarket.org.
Tween STEAM: Science Through 

Art, Slough Farm, 60 Slough Cove 
Road, Edgartown, 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m., $20, cvent.com, 508-627-7222.

Children’s Saturday Crafting 
with Helen Hall, for ages 6 and up, 
Featherstone Center for the Arts, 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m., $40.

Saturday Storytime, Oak Bluffs 
Public Library, 10:15 to 10:45 a.m.

Circus: To the Moon and Back, 
family entertainment by circus per-
formers Joy and Aaron, Vineyard Ha-
ven Public Library, 200 Main Street, 
Vineyard Haven, 10:30 a.m.

Fall Bulletin Board Craft, Oak 
Bluffs Public Library, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Oktoberfest Weekend, all ages 
welcome, Nomans, 15 Island Inn 
Road, Oak Bluffs, 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., 
nomansmv.com, 508-338-2474.

Storytime, for ages 3 to 6, Chil-
mark Free Public Library, 11 to 11:30 
a.m.

Mahjong Group, weekly registra-
tion required, email gwilbur@clam-
snet.org for more information, West 
Tisbury Public Library, 12 to 2:30 p.m.

LadyFest, music festival and fun-
draiser for Connect to End Violence, 
Waban Park in Oak Bluffs, 1 to 9 p.m.

A Conversation with BoSama: 
Wisdom, Healing and Higher Guid-
ance, with Janet Griffin, Vineyard 
Pilates and Bodywork, 1 to 2:30 p.m., 
$25, apath4change.com, 410-960-3376.

All Ages Chess Club, Oak Bluffs 
Public Library, 2 to 3:30 p.m.

Climate Conversation Chilmark: 
Menemsha’s Working Waterfront, 
Chilmark Free Public Library, 2 to 
4 p.m.

Island Quilters Quilt Show, for 
more information, visit westtis-
burylibrary.org/art-exhibits, West 
Tisbury Public Library, 3 to 4:30 p.m.

Model Railroad Group, West Tis-
bury Public Library, 3 to 4 p.m.

West Tisbury Quilting Circle 
Show and Reception, West Tisbury 
Public Library, 3 to 4:30 p.m.

Back Porch Trio, harmonica 
rhythm blues, beer and pizza, Bad 
Martha Farmer’s Brewery 270 Up-
per Main Street, Edgartown, 4 to 6 
p.m., free.

Community Remembrance 
Event, write or draw a message on 
a stone in memory of someone who 
has died, Joseph Sylvia State Beach 
Beach Road, Edgartown, 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m., hospiceofmv.org, 508-693-0189.

Haunted Edgartown, spooky sto-
ries and ghostly vibes, Edgartown, 
7:30 to 9 p.m., 30, hauntededgartown.
com, 508-212-3035.

Sunday, October 4
Meditation, group meditation, 

both in person and online, Bodhi Path 
Buddhist Center, 21 Laurand Drive, 
West Tisbury, 10 to 11 a.m.

Noepe: These Are Our Lands, 
Forever with Brad Lopes, online 
or in person, Unitarian Universal-
ist Society of Martha’s Vineyard, 10 
a.m., free.

Oak Bluffs Open Market, Wash-
ington Park Chapman avenue, Oak 
Bluffs, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., free, 508-
939-1076.

Oktoberfest Weekend, all ages 
welcome, Nomans, 11 a.m. to 8:30 
p.m., nomansmv.com, 508-338-2474.

Softening Into Stillness, guided 
meditation, Stillpoint, 11 a.m. to 12 
p.m., $30 single class, $125 for five-
class pass.

Football and Yard Games, No-
mans, 1 to 5 p.m., 508-338-2474.

Open Writing Hours, Feather-
stone Center for the Arts, 1 to 3 p.m., 
free.

Understanding Guitar with 
Shelly Jones, email gwilbur@clam-
snet.org to register, West Tisbury 
Public Library, 1 to 3 p.m.

Healing Hour with Sue Angeley, 
with sound and crystals, Stillpoint, 
3 to 4 p.m., $20 to $40, email if cost 
is a barrier.

Sundays In The Park Concerts, 

memory functioning, Oak Bluffs Pub-
lic Library, 2 to 4 p.m.

After School Club, Aquinnah Pub-
lic Library, 1 Church Street, Aquinnah, 
3 to 5 p.m., aquinnahlibrary.org.

Basics of Metalsmithing with 
Liam McGorman, Featherstone Cen-
ter for the Arts, 3 to 6 p.m., $95.

Creator Club, a different hands-on 
craft each week, Edgartown Public 
Library, 26 Edgartown-West Tisbury 
Road, Edgartown, 3 to 4:30 p.m.

Lil Lab Tick Workshop, a four-
week, hands-on exploration of ticks 
using microscopes, art, 3D printing, 
photography and more, Oak Bluffs 
Public Library, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

Teen and Tween Drop In Arts and 
Crafts Class, West Tisbury Public 
Library, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

Knitting Group, creativity and 
conversation, West Tisbury Public 
Library, 5 to 6 p.m.

Table Tennis, for all ages and skill 
levels, Tisbury Senior Center, 34 Pine 

Tree Road, Vineyard Haven, Tuesday 
and Thursday, 5 p.m., free, mvtableten-
nis.com, 508-728-5898.

The Somatics of Language: How 
Words Land in the Body, Stillpoint, 
5:30 to 6:45 p.m., $20-$35; email if cost 
is a barrier.

Soil Testing 101, learn how to build 
your soil by testing for what it needs, 
Martha’s Vineyard Agricultural Soci-
ety, 5:30 to 7 p.m.

Community Pizza Nights, pizza 
and optional potluck for our Island 
community, Chilmark Community 
Church, 6 to 7 p.m., free, 508-645-3100.

Meditation, group meditation in 
person and online, Bodhi Path Bud-
dhist Center, 6 to 7 p.m., free.

Virtual Literary Lecture Series: 
Gender Dramas with Professor 
Philip Weinstein, explore themes of 
yearning and desire in three novels, 7 
to 8:30 p.m., vhpl.blogspot.com.

Wednesday, October 7
What to Do if ICE/Federal Agents 

Come to the Island, learn how to pro-
tect staff and others, Oak Bluffs Public 
Library, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m., mv4aproject.
org.

Play Reading, Tisbury Senior Cen-
ter, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., free, tisburycoa.
com.

Wednesday Storytime, Oak Bluffs 
Public Library, 10:15 to 10:45 a.m.

Children’s Storytime, recom-
mended for ages 0 to 5 but all are 
welcome, West Tisbury Public Li-
brary, 10:30 to 11 a.m.

Hello/Hola/Oi! Bilingual Story-
time, a story time in both Spanish and 
English/una hora del cuento tanto en 
español como en inglés, Edgartown 
Public Library, 10:30 to 11 a.m.

Mahjong Group, registration re-
quired, observers are not permitted, 
Edgartown Public Library, 12:30 to 
2:30 p.m.

Lego and Magna-tile Club, for kids 
of all ages, Oak Bluffs Public Library, 
2 to 4:30 p.m.

Climate Conversation Oak Bluffs: 
Caring for Our Coastal Ponds, panel 
discussion on the Island’s ponds in a 
changing climate, Oak Bluffs Public 
Library, 3 to 5 p.m.

Drop-in Knitting Group with 
Cindy Bonnell, all levels welcome, 
Edgartown Public Library, 3 to 5 p.m.

Rug Hooking Open Studio with 
Island Hookers, Featherstone Center 
for the Arts, 3 to 6 p.m., $10.

Virtual Reality For Ages 10 to 18, 
West Tisbury Public Library, 3 to 5 
p.m.

Living Alongside Grief: A Somatic 
and Positive Psychology Workshop, 
Stillpoint, 4 to 6 p.m., $40 to $55; email 
if cost is a barrier.

Beekeeping Club, all Island bee-
keepers and bee enthusiasts invited 
to the monthly meeting, Agricultural 
Hall, 5 to 6 p.m., free.

CSL Test Prep, in person con-
struction supervisor’s license prep 
course, Martha’s Vineyard Regional 
High School, 100 Edgartown-Vineyard 
Haven Road, Oak Bluffs, 5 to 8:30 p.m., 
$725, contractorsuccess.com, 978-939-

3435.
Advanced Improv Classes, Grange 

Hall, 1067 State Road, West Tisbury, 6 
to 8 p.m., $150, circuitarts.org.

Beginner Improv Classes, Grange 
Hall, 6 to 8 p.m., $150, circuitarts.org.

Quilting Circle, West Tisbury Pub-
lic Library, 6 to 7 p.m.

Fall Film Showcase: Burgundy, 
Grange Hall, 7 p.m., $40 includes film 
screening and reception, circuitarts.
thundertix.com, 508-696-6300.

Wednesday Night Karaoke, 
hosted by Ryan and Douglas from 
Brew Brother’s Trivia, Indigo Mar-
tha’s, 8 to 10 p.m., free, indigomarthas.
com, 917-710-1066.

Thursday, October 8
Mahjong for Beginners, registra-

tion required, Vineyard Haven Public 
Library, 10:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.

Wiggle with the Words, a move-
ment-based storytime with Elyce, Ed-
gartown Public Library, 10:30 to 11 a.m.

Chair Caning Workshop with 
Fred Thornbrugh, to register or for 
more information, email gwilbur@
clamsnet.org, West Tisbury Public 
Library, 2:30 to 5 p.m.

Naptime with David Stanwood, 
experience the calming effect of har-
monic vibration, Stillpoint, 3:30 to 
4:30 p.m., $10 to $30 sliding scale.

Pokémon Club, bring your Poké-
mon cards to show others, Oak Bluffs 
Public Library, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

Ukulele Jam, public jam session 
meeting every other Thursday, West 
Tisbury Public Library, 3:30 to 5 p.m.

Open Studio Washington 
Ledesma, ceramist and painter opens 
his studio for visitors, Washington 
Ledesma’s Studio, 4 to 6 p.m., 508-
560-2648.

Philosophy Cafe, email gwilbur@
clamsnet.org for more info or to regis-
ter, West Tisbury Public Library, 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m.

Meditation, group meditation in 
person and online, Bodhi Path Bud-
dhist Center, 6 to 7 p.m., free.

Sip ‘n Stitch, share needlepoint tips 
and tricks, Erica Wilson, 6 to 7:30 p.m., 
free, 774-549-9488.

Vineyard Haven Cultural District 
Community Conversation, with lo-
cal arts organizations and grantmak-
ers, Vineyard Haven Public Library, 
6 p.m.

Jeremy Berlin Plays Jazz Piano, 
The Sweet Life, 63 Circuit avenue, 
Oak Bluffs, 6:30 to 9 p.m., sweetlifemv.
com, 508-696-0200.

Jimmy and the Janitors and The 
Back Porch Trio, with a New Orleans 
feel, Pawnee House Restaurant, 6:30 
to 9:30 p.m., free.

Fall Film Showcase: I Play Rocky, 
Grange Hall, 7 p.m., pay-what-you-can 
ticketing, circuitarts.thundertix.com, 
508-696-6300.

Thursday Night Trivia, Indigo 
Martha’s, 8 to 10 p.m., free, instagram.
com, 917-710-1066.

Tim Johnson
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CAR-B-Q CLASSIC
AUTO SHOW & POWER CRUISE

October 11, 2026  11AM - 2PM

on the lawn of the WINNETU OCEANSIDE RESORT

FOOD
DOZENS OF ANTIQUE CARS 

VOTE ON YOUR FAVORITE CAR!

SPONSORED BY

REGISTER YOUR CAR

FREE FAMILY FUN!

PRESENT...

O R D E R  O N L I N E  |  V I N E YA R D GA Z E T T E S TO R E .CO M

MAKE YOUR GUESTS 
FEEL AT HOME

ON NEWSSTANDS
for just $9.95.

A handy shortcut 
to all of the Island’s 
charms.

All new for 

2026

Little Children of Mary  Prayer Group Daily @ 3 pm
littlechildrenofmary@gmail.com

For prayer requests or to join us in prayer!

September 25, 2026 Message to The World
“Dear children! May this time be a time of prayer for peace. I am 
calling you to renew in your families the prayer of the Rosary for my 
intentions, so that I may be able to multiply your prayers and intercede 
for you before the Most High, [for Him] to heed your prayers and to give 
you peace. I am with you and like never before I pray for you and with 
you, my little children. Thank you for having responded to my call.”
(With Ecclesiastical approval)

Our Lady 
Queen of Peace
Medjugorje, Bosnia-Herzegovina

“Praised be Jesus!” 

T  he northeaster that hit the Vineyard last the weekend brought strong 
winds and heavy rains that caused some coastal flooding and sporadic 
power outages. 
	Many of the low-lying parts of the Island, including Dock street in 

Edgartown and Five Corners in Vineyard Haven, were inundated. The Massa-
chusetts Department of Transportation closed Beach Road from Five Corners 
to Martha’s Vineyard Hospital Saturday morning because of the floodwaters, 
and advised travelers to take alternate routes.
	 The Vineyard received approximately five inches of rain during the week-
end. 	There was no major damage reported but some boats did break their 
moorings and washed up on shore.
	 The Vineyard had one of the highest reported gusts in Massachusetts, with 
a gust of 60 miles per hour recorded at the airport early Saturday morning.
	 The Steamship Authority had stopped running ferries on Friday and sus-
pended all service on Saturday, but by Sunday morning had restarted service.
	 Even the West Tisbury Farmers’ Market, which is normally held rain or 
shine, was canceled Saturday.
	 The Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass and Bluefish Derby continued on 
through the storm, though several popular fishing areas were inaccessible 
when the Trustees of Reservations closed oversand vehicle access to parts of 
Chappaquiddick

Ray Ewing
Edgartown harbor spills over. 

Jeanna Shepard
Strong winds equal big waves. 

Tim Johnson
Most ferries were cancelled over the weekend. 

Ray Ewing
Five Corners felt the effects, as per usual. 

Sydney Goldstein
Some downed trees were reported. 

Jeanna Shepard
Flooding closed some streets. 

Storm Brought Wind and
Rain But Not Much Damage

By ETHAN GENTER
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Pictures by Ray Ewing
Ron McKee with a bonito.

Voted Best Island Tackle Shop 2024

Good luck Derby 
fishermen of all ages 

from the crew at Coop’s
You’ll find what you need at Coop’s; check Us Out!

Powering Good Times, One Catch at a Time.

Contact us!
✸ Sales & questions – 508-693-2582
✸ Electrical outage emergencies – 860-759-6086
✸ Email – vineyardgenerator@comcast.net

✸ Martha’s Vineyard Preferred Elite+ Generac Emergency Stand-by 
    Generator Dealer
✸ Family owned, servicing all island towns since 2002
✸ On-island, 24/7 emergency call service – you call, we respond!
✸ We offer yearly generator maintenance program with 
    twice a year visits

COVERING THE WATERFRONT SINCE 1846
 Subscriptions available at vineyardgazettestore.com

CHECK THE TIDES AND WEATHER
at vineyardgazette.com/tides-chart

SEE WHO’S ON THE WEEKLY 
LEADERBOARD
in the Vineyard Gazette every Friday

WE CAN’T TELL YOU 
WHERE THE FISH ARE, BUT…

SIGN UP FOR COOK THE VINEYARD
Enjoy recipes for the ones that don’t get away
mvmagazine.com/cook-the-vineyard
SUBSCRIBE TO ISLAND TIME
Our free events newsletter at 
vineyardgazette.com/newsletters

TAG A PICTURE OF YOUR FISHING ADVENTURE
@mvol

     HOOKED ON GREAT HAIR!

Good luck to all the
anglers out there!

508.627.8953
SEASPASALONMV.COM   ∙   EDGARTOWN 

CURRENT DERBY LEADERS 

B E  O N  T H E  LO O KO U T !
Report any Sea Turtle sightings at: 1-888-Sea-Turt  

(1-888-732-8878) or visit seaturtlesightings.org

Name

Name

Name

Name

Name

Lilly G. Gwin Stephan A. Van Tol

Eric F. Pachico

Calvin Stedman

Christian E. Fisher

Date

Date

Date

Date

Date

9/30 9/29

9/28

9/13

9/30

Weight

Weight

Weight

Weight

Weight

18.74 lbs. 16.88 lbs. 

13.76 lbs. 

13.47 lbs. 

16.42 lbs. 

BOAT BLUEFISH BOAT BLUEFISH

SHORE BLUEFISH

BOAT BLUEFISH

BOAT BLUEFISH

ALL TACKLE

FLYROD

SENIOR

MINI JUNIOR

JUNIOR

SHORE BLUEFISH

BOAT BONITO

BOAT BONITO

SHORE BONITO

BOAT FALSE ALBACORE

SHORE FALSE ALBACORE

SHORE BLUEFISH

BOAT BONITO

SHORE BLUEFISH

BOAT BONITO

SHORE BONITO

BOAT BONITO

SHORE BONITO

BOAT BLUEFISH

BOAT FALSE ALBACORE

BOAT FALSE ALBACORE

SHORE FALSE ALBACORE

Ben T. Ciciora

Zachary C. Horrocks

David Kadison

Scott Duerr

David Kadison

Clement Green

Clifton M. Colby

Dylan J. Kaddy

9/20

9/17

9/29

9/21

9/19

9/1

9/19

9/19

15.88 lbs. 

8.81 lbs. 

10.98 lbs. 

5.44 lbs. 

16.62 lbs. 

8.34 lbs. 

9.32 lbs. 

9.88 lbs. 

David Kadison

Abe Pieciak

Colton Stedman

9/29

9/23

9/19

10.98 lbs. 

5.70 lbs. 

7.17 lbs. 

Jackson J. Munson

Robert D. Morrison

Scarlett Stedman

9/28

9/20

9/13

6.30 lbs. 

13.26 lbs. 

18.73 lbs. 

Sherry L. Countryman

Angela Fisher

9/17

9/22

19.91 lbs. 

13.70 lbs. 

Tucker Schaefer 9/18 5.90 lbs. 

Ray Ewing

Edgartown & Vineyard Haven

Charms and pendants

SHORE BONITO
Latham Kurth 9/20 5.82 lbs. 

BOAT FALSE ALBACORE
Thomas J. Rapone 9/16 14.40 lbs. 

SHORE FALSE ALBACORE
Todd A. Godfrey 9/20 7.27 lbs. 

SHORE FALSE ALBACORE
Sam A. Dublin 9/19 7.00 lbs. 

SHORE BONITO
Clifton M. Colby 9/20 4.07 lbs. 

BOAT FALSE ALBACORE
Calvin Stedman 9/13 15.62 lbs. 

SHORE FALSE ALBACORE
Clifton M. Colby 9/19 8.27 lbs. 

Althea Freeman-Miller is a Martha’s Vineyard-born artist, printmaker, and creative wellness facilitator 
selected by the Vineyard Gazette to create fish art for the Bass in the Grass Auction. 

She used her block-print technique to carve this unique work of art. 
See the bass on display at the Carnegie Heritage Center in Edgartown

You can bid on this and other artworks on bass in at BASSINTHEGRASSMV.COM

Proceeds support the Derby Scholarship Fund.

The Vineyard Gazette is proud to sponsor a 

BASS IN THE GRASS

Jeanna Shepard

Casting his luck. Another keeper. 

Dylan Kral with a bluefish. Abbie Schuster and her kids at the weigh-in station.
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NEW CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING SYSTEM!

Submit your Classifieds online at
www.vineyardgazette.com/classifieds

Classified Advertising Deadline:
Tuesday at 3 p.m. for the Friday print edition

Legal Ads: legals@vineyardgazette.com

Questions? 
Email Classifieds@vineyardgazette.com or call 774-549-9711

$24 FOR 24 WORDS
1 week in print, 10 days online

.65 each additional word

CUSTOMIZE YOUR AD:
Add a border: $4         Add a logo/photo: $15  

Happy Birthday, Andrew!Happy Birthday, Andrew!

Love, VinnyLove, Vinny

 

Join the Martha’s Vineyard Bank Team!
Martha’s Vineyard Bank, a local community bank, has some exciting opportunities 

available. If you are seeking a career with an organization that has a strong 
commitment to the communities we serve, then we want to hear from you!

 
AVAILABLE OPPORTUNITIES:

Executive Assistant to the President & CEO
Financial Advisor

Please visit www.mvbank.com for detailed information or to apply.  We offer 
an exceptional benefits package including both 401k and pension plan, growth 

opportunities, and competitive compensation.  
 

Equal Opportunity Employer:  Minority/Female/Disability/Veteran.  

For Rent,               
Edgartown

THE CAPTAIN MORSE HOUSE
Vacations, weddings, retreats, reunions.
Open year-round - locals save 10%
www.captainmorsehouse.com
(508)693-0809 

WINTER HOUSE RENTAL
EDGARTOWN (KATAMA)

10/1/26-5/1/27. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths. Rent
$3,000 per month, plus utilities. If
interested, call Peter at (401)789-3127.

FRESHLY REFURBISHED AND
FULLY FURNISHED 1-BEDROOM

APARTMENT
Laundry, off-street parking and modern
kitchen, available for two year lease at
$3900/per month, plus utilities.   Abuts
Edgartown, Village Green.      Please
email: stephen@imprimisllc.com

EDGARTOWN OFFICE SPACE
400 sq. ft. Office space. Perfect Edgartown
location.$1,000, utilities included. September
1 2026 availability. Call (401)633-4104.
Staged photo.

For Rent,            
Vineyard Haven

TWO BED, TWO BATH
Beach access, pets OK. One mile from
town. $2,400/month plus utilities; internet
included. November 1st - May 1st.  Contact
kharcourt.mv@gmail.com.

VINEYARD HAVEN
COMMERCIAL SPACE

Great opportunity to rent near downtown
Vineyard Haven. Right on Lagoon Pond
Road, 1,260 square feet garage and
office, with full bathroom. Office is roughly
300 square feet.  Full 10' garage door for
garage. $3,800/month. Call Chris
(508)889-8524.

For Rent,            
West Tisbury

YEAR-ROUND RENTAL
HUGE BEAUTIFUL TWO-BEDROOM

APARTMENT, 2ND FLOOR
$4000 a month which includes all utilities,
internet, and garbage removal. First and last
month required, and security deposit -
totaling $9000. New dishwasher, dryer,
microwave and washing machine. Great high
porch and side yard. Great references,
professionals preferred. (310)213-5472.

WEST TISBRY/ WINTER/YEAR-ROUND
Lambert's Cove area. Beautiful one bedroom
plus office. One person preferred.            
Approximately 900 square feet. Utilities
included. $3,500/month. Text or call
(508)939-1414.

Real Estate           
For Rent, Commercial

COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR RENT
Zoned B1 off Holmes Hole Road in
Tisbury. 1,400-2,100 sf available.
Overhead door, parking, heat, and
bathroom. Call: (508)294-4261.

15 CHURCH STREET LANDING
Attractive 1,300 sq. ft space available
immediately, suitable for professional or
retail use. Heat and private parking
included one block from the ferry.
Hardwood floors and wall to wall
carpeting, handicap accessible bath,
bright interior, $3,750/month.
Call (508)274-0452 for details.

Help Wanted

CHAPPY FERRY CAPTAIN
The Chappy Ferry is looking for Ferry
Captains. Must hold a 50 ton license and
be willing to work outdoors. We have
morning and afternoon shifts available.
Please contact Brian at:
info@chappyferry.com

DIRECT SUPPORT CAREGIVER
Multiple shifts available - full-time,
weekend and live-in. Do you have a
calling to enrich the lives of others with
disabilities? If you are able to make a long
term commitment and join our team, we
have several openings for energetic direct
care givers. Applicants must possess a
strong desire for loving, kindness and joy,
be a positive team player and have a valid
MA drivers license.
Positions offer paid training, hourly rate of
pay, benefits, paid vacation time and
more. In this peaceful, loving setting for
the right team player, there is possible
private staff housing available.
If this is your calling give us a call. Call
(774)487-4392 for more information. 

DUKES COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
TELECOMMUNICATOR-IN-TRAINING

$500 Monthly Housing Stipend for Full-Time
Island Residents.
Looking to kick-start a rewarding career
while serving the Island community?
Duties include, but not limited to receiving,
processing, and dispatching emergency and
non-emergency calls for police, fire,
emergency medical, and other public safety
services.
Requires effective oral and written
communications skills, high integrity, positive
attitude, sound judgement, and the ability to
handle confidential material and adapt to
changing environments and priorities.
Essential functions include rotating
assignment to the day, evening and night,
weekend, and holiday shifts. Paid on-site
training, plus off-island Academy training.
Full-time position with a generous benefit
package including paid leave, insurance,
state pension and deferred compensation
matching.
Full time Telecommunicator-In-Training pay
range is $73,986.64 - $81,687.06 annually,
plus $500 monthly stipend. Candidates must
pass skills-based aptitude testing, interview,
background check, and
post-conditional-offer medical and audiology
evaluations.

Help Wanted

Apply today. Download applications and job
descriptions at:
dukescountysheriff.com/careers

DUKES COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
CORRECTIONAL OFFICER I

$1,000 Monthly Housing Stipend for
Full-Time Island Residents.
Looking to kick-start a rewarding career
while serving the Island community? 
Correctional Officers at the Dukes County
Jail & House of Correction are responsible
for the care, custody, control of inmates, as
well as other assigned duties. 
Must be at least 19 years of age with a valid
MA Driver’s License, have effective oral and
written communications skills, flexibility and
willingness to adapt to changing environment
and priorities; positive attitude, integrity, and
excellent judgment. Work schedule includes
assignments to the day, evening and night,
weekend, and holiday shifts. Paid Correction
Academy training (may be hosted on or
off-island) with a strong commitment to
supporting employees’ ongoing professional
growth.
Full-time position with a generous benefit
package, including paid leave, insurance,
state pension and deferred compensation
matching. Full time pay range is $65,516.88 -
$70,933.46 annually, plus $1,000 monthly
housing stipend. Candidates must pass
interview, background check, and
post-conditional-offer medical evaluations
and meet the physical fitness testing
requirements. 
Apply today! Download applications and job
descriptions at:
dukescountysheriff.com/careers

FELIX NECK IS HIRING
LEAD EDUCATION COORDINATOR &

CAMP DIRECTOR
Love nature and want to share it with others?
To Apply: massaudubon.org/jobs

HARBOR HOMES OF MV IS HIRING
DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION

Harbor Homes seeks an experienced, highly
organized Director of Administration to join
the leadership team. This full-time,
year-round position works closely with the
Executive Director and plays a key role in
ensuring that the people, systems, finances,
technology, and administrative infrastructure
behind our programs operate effectively.
We’re looking for someone who enjoys
making organizations work well and can see
both the big picture and the details required
to get things done. Ideal candidates will bring
at least three years of experience in
nonprofit, human services, operations,
administration, or management, along with
effective organizational,
project-management, communication, and
technology skills. Use your administrative
experience to help make homelessness on
MV rare, brief, and non-recurring. To apply,
email your resume to:
executivedirector@harborhomesmv.org.

HARBOR HOMES OF MV IS HIRING
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Harbor Homes seeks a strategic,
relationship-driven Director of Development
to join the leadership team. This full-time,
year-round position works closely with the
Executive Director and leads the annual
fundraising program, major gift efforts,
foundation relations, and Harbor Homes
Center Capital Campaign. 
We’re looking for a confident fundraiser who
enjoys building relationships and turning
strategy into action. Ideal candidates will
bring at least five years of experience in
fundraising, business development, sales,
philanthropy, or a related field, along with
demonstrated success securing gifts or
other significant support. 
Use your fundraising expertise to make

Help Wanted

homelessness on Martha’s Vineyard rare,
brief, and non-recurring. 
To apply, email your resume to:
executivedirector@harborhomesmv.org
For more information or to apply online, visit:
https://tinyurl.com/yjhna6vp

CNA/HHA
Assisted living residence is looking to hire.
Prefer a CNA or HHA but will train the right
person. Our residence is small with a home
like environment. If you enjoy caring for         
elders with a supportive staff call Ellen at
(508)627-0131 for more information.

GARDENER WANTED
We’re looking for an experienced
gardener. Knowledge of organic methods
helpful. Must speak fluent English and
have valid working papers. Please reply
to: info@indigofarm.com

TEMPORARY LEGAL ASSISTANT/ADMIN
Ten hours per week for $200.00. 
Paperwork, technical, computer skills,
research, and analysis. (504)460-2804 or
Jsmith@globalcommserv.com

MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN
Edgartown Yacht Club is looking for a
skilled, reliable maintenance professional to
care for clubhouse, grounds and property
year-round.  To apply, contact Michelle
Hogan at michelle.hogan@edgartownyc.org.

LEARNING FACILITATOR
The Martha’s Vineyard Public Charter
School has an opening for a full-time
Learning Facilitator in our student services
department. We are looking for creative,
enthusiastic individuals to support students
with academic and social/emotional needs
within our project-based curriculum. This
position is ideal for individuals wishing to
explore or advance in the field of education.
We offer exciting opportunities for
professional development in a supportive
work environment.
Please email resume, letter of interest, and
completed application to Christopher Nace,
Executive Director cnace@mvpcs.org.          
Applications can be found on the school
website at MVPCS.org.

MARTHA’S VINEYARD SHIPYARD IS
SEEKING AN ORGANIZED AND

DEPENDABLE FULL-TIME OFFICE
ASSISTANT TO JOIN OUR TEAM. 

Your prime focus will be managing employee
timecard data to ensure our customers are
billed accurately and on time. Key
responsibilities will be to collect & review
daily employee timecards for completeness:
enter hours & work data into our billing
system, verify accuracy and identify &
resolve discrepancies quickly and help the
office team with other basic admin tasks as
needed.
If you have great attention to detail & love
keeping things organized, have proven
experience in data entry, office admin and
strong time-management skills, we can
teach you how to do the rest.  This is a
full-time, benefited position.  Please send
your resume & a brief note about your
availability to jhale@mvshipyard.com with
the subject line “Office Admin”.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR /
SKILLED LABORER

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT OAK BLUFFS
Town of Oak Bluffs is seeking qualified
applicants for a full-time Skilled Laborer or
Heavy Equipment Operator (HEO) position.
Applicants who possess a Commercial
Driver’s License (CDL) are encouraged to
apply; however, candidates may be hired
without a CDL and will be given the
opportunity to obtain one within the first two
years of employment. All costs associated
with obtaining the CDL will be covered by the
Town of Oak Bluffs. In general, this position
performs maintenance of municipal grounds,
streets, sidewalks, and storm drains; rubbish
collection; snow removal; and related work
as required. Duties may also include serving

Help Wanted

as a landfill attendant. As an HEO, the
position performs additional skilled work
involving the operation and use of various
vehicles, heavy equipment, and mechanized
equipment on assigned projects.
Hourly range is $31.29 - $41.80,
commensurate with CDL certification and
years of experience.  
Full-time, Union position with generous
benefits including paid leave, retirement and
health, dental and eye insurance.
Job description and online application
available from oakbluffsma.gov/jobs .
For all inquiries or to request an application
form, email Human Resources at
wbrough@oakbluffsma.gov.

DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF
TOWN OF OAK BLUFFS

The Deputy Fire Chief is part of the
leadership command and assists the Fire
Chief with the day-to day administrative and
management operations, supervising of fire
and EMS personnel, emergency
management planning and fire prevention
officer duties.

Candidates must have extensive knowledge
on the principles, practices and techniques
of fire suppression, fire prevention and
hazardous materials; ability to supervise,
train, evaluate, and lead the work of others
while maintaining a high level of discipline
and morals. Must be able to communicate
and work effectively with subordinates, other
Town departments, elected officials and
members of the public; ability to react quickly
and remain calm when directing firefighters
in emergency situations. Position is required
to respond to emergencies and be available
24/7, 365 days of the year. Residency on the
Island of Martha’s Vineyard required.

Salary Range $109,620 to $125,280.
For a complete list of certifications, job duties
and application process, visit
oakbluffsma.gov/jobs or email Human
Resources at wbrough@oakbluffsma.gov.
Deadline for applications is 10/20/2026 -
4:00pm. Oak Bluffs is an EOE.

GREENHOUSE ASSISTANT
PHA seeks a Greenhouse Assistant to
propagate and care for plants, trees and
shrubs in our greenhouse and nursery.  This
is a part-time, seasonal position from March
thru November (flexible) and pays $25/hour.
Job description and application instructions
found at
https://www.pollyhillarboretum.org/get-involv
ed/employmentopportunities/.

ROSEWATER MARKET IS HIRING
Come join our amazing team. Rosewater
Market & Takeaway in Edgartown is
accepting applications for a full-time
year-round front-of-house position. 
For consideration, please e-mail
jared@rosewatermv.com with a resumé and
availability.

FULL-TIME YEAR-ROUND
HOUSEKEEPER WANTED

The Charlotte Inn is seeking a reliable,
detail-oriented housekeeper to join our
team. Duties include cleaning guest rooms,
maintaining common areas, and ensuring a
high standard of presentation. Experience
preferred, but we will train the right
candidate. Above competitive pay and a
very welcoming work environment. Apply
in person at The Charlotte Inn, 27 South
Summer Street, Edgartown, or call
(508)627-4751.

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT 
VINEYARD CONSERVATION SOCIETY

VCS seeks an entrepreneurial fundraising
leader to build a dynamic development
program on Martha's Vineyard. Major gifts,
annual giving, grants, events and
campaigns. Ten plus years experience
required. Full description and application:
vineyard
conservation.org/career-opportunities

Help Wanted

VINEYARD DECORATORS IS HIRING 

FRONT DESK MANAGER | HOUSING
AVAILABLE
Vineyard Decorators seeks an organized,
detail-oriented Front Desk Manager to
handle calls, scheduling, product
replenishment, and daily front desk
operations. The role also supports our
Bookkeeper with scanning, filing, and other
administrative tasks. Proficiency in
Microsoft Word, Excel, and Google
Workspace required. Saturday availability
required. Opportunity to grow into a
full-time Operations Assistant role. Benefits
include a 401(k), paid vacation, health
insurance, and housing if needed. Send
your résumé 
to: sophia@vineyarddecorators.com.

OPERATIONS COORDINATOR |
HOUSING AVAILABLE
Vineyard Decorators seeks an Operations
Coordinator to support our Operations
Manager and showroom management
team. Responsibilities include inventory
management, cycle counts, quality control,
damage claims, website updates, pricing,
and operations spreadsheets. Proficiency
in Microsoft Word, Excel, and Google
Workspace required. Saturday availability
required. Benefits include a 401(k), paid
vacation, health insurance, and housing if
needed. Send your résumé to:
sophia@vineyarddecorators.com.

ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Martha’s Vineyard Magazine is seeking an
associate editor to join our team and play a
key role across a range of projects.
Responsibilities include copy editing and
proofreading, writing and story
development, social media, and website
management. Familiarity with WordPress
and Adobe InDesign/Photoshop is
preferred. This is an opportunity to work
alongside a creative team and help shape
the stories and digital content that connect
readers with Martha’s Vineyard. 
For more information, visit
vineyardgazette.com/employment.

GRAPHIC DESIGNER
Martha’s Vineyard Magazine is seeking an
experienced graphic designer/art director
to join our team in a temporary role.
Responsibilities include page design and
layout, photography selection and editing,
directing freelance photographers and
illustrators, and preparing files for print
production. Potential for continued graphic
design opportunities within the company
following the initial term.
For more information, visit
vineyardgazette.com/employment.

GENERAL ASSIGNMENT
  REPORTER

The Vineyard Gazette has an immediate
opening for a general assignment reporter.
We are seeking candidates with excellent
writing and editing skills. To apply, please
send a resume and not more than three
writing samples to Bill Eville at
bill@vineyardgazette.com.

OFFICE MANAGER
The Office Manager is responsible for the
day-to-day administrative operations of the
Vineyard Gazette office, helping ensure
that the organization runs efficiently,
professionally and smoothly. This position
serves as a central point of coordination
for office administration, subscribers,
employee support, vendors, facilities,
supplies, records and internal
communications. For more information,
visit vineyardgazette.com/employment.

The Vineyard Gazette Media Group is an
equal opportunity employer committed to
inclusion and diversity in the workplace.

Volunteers

AMERICAN RED CROSS OF MARTHA'S
VINEYARD

Help our community here on MV. ARC on
MV is looking for volunteers for our Disaster
Action Team, Sheltering Team, Homefires
Campaign and more. For more information:
ilona.metell@redcross.org.

CHICKEN ALLEY THRIFT SHOP
Make new friends. Learn something new.
Support your community. Be environmentally
friendly. Volunteer at Chicken Alley. Send
email to:
chickenalleyvolunteers@gmail.com

HEALTHY AGING MV 
SEEKING DRIVERS

MV Connect, our program to help older
adults maintain their independence, is
looking for volunteer drivers.
Sign up online at www.hamv.org or call or
text (508)240-4929.

HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE CARE OF
MARTHA'S VINEYARD

Hospice & Palliative Care of Martha's
Vineyard (HPCMV) welcomes new
volunteers to help out with the following:
- Patient Care
- Administrative Tasks
- Fundraising and Events
- Camp by the Sea
No prior experience required; just a desire to
be a member of the HPCMV team.
Email jangell@hospiceofmv.org
(508)693-0189. hospiceofmv.org

Volunteers

THE TRUSTEES OF RESERVATIONS
The Trustees of Reservations is            
Massachusetts' largest conservation and
preservation organization and is home to
seven unique properties on island including
Cape Poge Wildlife Refuge, the Farm
Institute, and Long Point Wildlife Refuge,
Menemsha Hills. There are plenty of ways to
get involved including walking trails and
alerting staff of blocked pathways or down
trees, beach clean-up, garden planting and
maintenance, and livestock help.
To volunteer, call our Vineyard Haven           
office at (508)693-7662.

VINEYARD VILLAGE AT HOME
Our mission is to help older residents
maintain their independence. We need
volunteer drivers to take our members to
social and cultural events, medical
appointments, shopping and errands, and
the like. We also would like volunteers for
friendly visits or taking our members on
outings.  The volunteers and members
usually enjoy each other's company, and it is
fun and rewarding for both.
Contact: vineyardvillage@gmail.com.

Storage

SUN SELF-STORAGE
Monthly rentals. Paved, lighted, fenced.
On-site management. State Road, behind
Cronig's Market. (508)693-1036 and Old
Colony Edgartown.

Contractors and 
Builders

SEE WHAT YOU CAN
BUILD FOR 33% LESS

You can afford to build on Martha's
Vineyard. Save 1/3 off conventional
building methods. New homes and
additions. High-end home shells are
custom-designed, constructed in a
controlled environment, and delivered for
about $135/sq.ft. (Estimated price for
finished house: about $550/sq.ft.)
Packages include: Custom design, posts,
beams, roof, walls, doors, windows,
siding, trim, insulation, floors.
Schedule on-site or video tour.
MVPostAndBeam.com, (508)645-3572,
Posner@MVPostAndBeam.com

Painters

WALLPAPER, PAINT,
FINISHING TOUCHES

Wallpaper and painting. High quality and
professional. Great results and advice
please call (508) 680-6379 and leave a
message or text.

Articles - Wanted to 
Buy

BUY CLASSIC FOREIGN CARS

Giveaways

FREE CRIB AND CRIB MATTRESS
Expecting a child or grandchild, and in need
of a new crib and mattress? Call or text (301)
602-1114.

FREE PAPERBACK BOOKS
Over 3 dozen on my porch in Edgartown.
Mysteries, romance, dectitive, and more.
Pick up whatever you want. Call for
directions. (508)627-8438.

FREE FUTON
Queen futon, good used condition. Pickup in
downtown Edgartown. (202)412-7904.

HOUSEHOLD
Stately vintage desk, leather top, nice
condition, 48x24x30H; $95. MV art/artifacts,
MV books, vintage fair posters, $18-95.
(860)391-1893.

CANNING EQUIPTMENT
It's canning time. 33 quart enamelware
canner with rack. Brand new in box. Paid
$87, selling for $50. Text (774)563-8391 if
interested. 

OLD SCHOOL HOUSE DESK
Painted white with 6 drawers and 2 pull out
side desk tops. 60L x 33.5W x 30.5H. $99.
Call or text for pics.  (774)451-3129
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FREE CRHISTMAS DECORATIONS
Holidays are not far away. Three boxes of
tree ornaments and other stuff. Dodgers
Hole, Edgartown. Text Al at (401)219-0231.
Free.

Antiques              
and Collectibles

WANTED
ANTIQUES, GOLD JEWELRY,

STERLING, APPRAISALS
Highest prices paid for fine antiques, gold
jewelry, sterling silver. Call for safe
appointment, 28 years serving MV. Ed
Tessier. Call (508)939-0556.
Americana-auction.com

TOP $$$ PAID
For antiques, jewelry, silver, oriental
carpets, fine art, Chinese works of art, etc.
From one item to entire estates.
References available. Island property
owner. (617)803-5145.

SHIP MODELS AND OLD
NAUTICAL ITEMS

Paying cash for ship models and old            
nautical items. (202)812-1144.

Trailer Sales

TRAILER FOR RENT, WEST TISBURY
Available September 25th–December 1st
and March 1st through to summer 2027.
$800/month for one person or $1,000/month
for two people.  Contact Lisa (310)213-5472.

Yard Sales

ESTATE SALE 
Antiques, vintage, collectibles, art,
furnishings, kitchenware, household
items, outdoor furniture. There is
something for everyone. Saturday &
Sunday, October 3rd & 4th. 10am-2pm.
61 Canonicus Ave - Oak Bluffs.
(850)293-4345.

SECOND TREASURES MV
ANNUAL INVENTORY REDUCTION

SALE
Estate items, antiques, vintage
collectibles, rugs, jewelry and art. There
is something for everyone.
Saturday & Sunday, October 10th &
11th. 10 am - 2 pm. Featherstone
Center for the Arts (just off Barnes Rd).
(850)293-4345.

Bicycles and Fitness 
Equipment

PELOTON EXERCISE BIKE - $650
OBO

Original Peloton Bike (3rd Gen),
purchased 2023. 21.5” HD touchscreen
streams live and on-demand classes.
Used but in excellent condition.
Compact footprint, quiet magnetic
resistance. Custom mat and two pairs
of Peloton shoes, sizes 6 and 9
included. Local pickup only. Cash or
Venmo. Serious inquiries. Text
(617)359-3692.

Boat Sales             
and Accessories

NEW BOAT TRAILERS
New Venture boat trailers, in stock and
on-Island. Sizes for boats up to 27". Email
Chris Scott for pricing:
cscott@shmarinas.com.

Lost and Found

THE VINEYARD GAZETTE'S LOST &
FOUND CATEGORY

Found something of value, and want to do
the right thing? Let the Gazette help you.
The Lost & Found category is a free serves.
Deadline for publication is 3:00PM
Tuesdays. 24 words or less, please. Ads will

Lost and Found

be published for 4 weeks in print and online. 
www.vineyardgazette.com/classifieds

Announcements

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE: All real estate
advertised herein is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference, limitation, or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or
national origin, or intention to make any such
preference, limitation, or discrimination." We
will not knowingly accept any advertising for
real estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on an
equal opportunity basis. 

Aquinnah                
Legal Notices

AQUINNAH PLANNING BOARD
The Aquinnah Planning Board Plan Review
Committee will hold a Public Hearing at the
Aquinnah Town Offices and via Zoom on
Wednesday October 14, 2026, at 6:40PM
to act upon a request from Noa Meyer and
Edward Minoff of 4 Duck Pond lane Map 10
Lot 64.8 under sections 2.6-1, 3.2-1, 3.4,
3.9-1 (A 1, A3) , 6.6-1, 13.4-1 (A 1-2), 13.4-7
and 13.6-1 of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaw for
the siting of two dwellings (connected
through breezeway), utilities, driveway,
boardwalks, associated site work, relocation
of a stone wall barway and replacement and
relocation of an pre-existing non-conforming
structure where total footprint on the lot will
exceed 2,000SF. 

Site Visit at 5:40pm – Join Zoom meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88562746806 - or
dial 1 929 205 6099 - Meeting ID: 867 7846
9649 - Passcode: 692719 - Inquiries can be
emailed to:
adminassistant@aquinnah-ma.gov. 
sept25,oct2,2t

AQUINNAH PLANNING BOARD
The Aquinnah Planning Board Plan Review
Committee will hold a Public Hearing at the
Aquinnah Town Offices and via Zoom on
Wednesday October 14, 2026, at 6:40PM
to act upon a request from Michale David
Fernandez and Jessica Berman of 446
Lighthouse Road Map 5 Lot 93 under
sections 3.4, 3.9-1, 13.4-1 and 13.4-11of the
Aquinnah Zoning Bylaw for the siting of
renovations and additions to an existing
single-family residence on a pre-existing
non-conforming lot located in the Roadside
District. Site Visit at 5:20pm – Join Zoom
meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88562746806 - or
dial 1 929 205 6099 - Meeting ID: 867 7846
9649 - Passcode: 692719 - Inquiries can be
emailed to:
adminassistant@aquinnah-ma.gov. 
sept25,oct2,2t

Chilmark                 
Legal Notices

CHILMARK ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS

There will be a remote Zoom public hearing
on Thursday, October 22, 2026 at 9:02 AM
to act on a petition for a Special Permit under
Chilmark’s Zoning By-Law Article 4 Section
4.2A3 filed by Schofield, Barbini & Hoehn
Inc. on behalf of Alecue Trust. The applicant
seeks to construct a 16’x32’ in-ground
swimming pool that will meet required
setbacks. The project is proposed for the
property located at 2 Young’s Way;
Assessors’ Map 25 Lot 137.

Please see:
https://www.chilmarkma.gov/zoning-board-a
ppeals or email akisselgof@chilmarkma.gov
for Zoom information.
oct2,9,2t

CHILMARK ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS

There will be a remote Zoom public hearing
on Thursday, October 22, 2026 at 9:05 AM
to act on a petition for a Special Permit under
Chilmark’s Zoning By-Law Article 6 Section
6.6 filed by Schofield, Barbini & Hoehn Inc.
on behalf of Stephen L. Kass & Joan S
Kass, Trustees. The applicant seeks to
construct an exterior stairway for second
floor egress that will not meet required
setbacks. The project is proposed for the
property located at 90 Hammett Road;
Assessors’ Map 9 Lot 11.

Please see:
https://www.chilmarkma.gov/zoning-board-a
ppeals or email akisselgof@chilmarkma.gov
for Zoom information.
oct2,9,2t

CHILMARK ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS

There will be a remote Zoom public hearing
on Thursday, October 22, 2026 at 9:10 AM
to act on a petition for a Special Permit under
Chilmark’s Zoning By-Law Article 6 Section
6.11 filed by Sullivan + Associates Architects
on behalf of Jill Greenwood/Augustus I.
duPont Revocable Trusts. The applicant
seeks to demolish an existing main dwelling
and build a new structure that would require
extra total living area. The project is
proposed for the property located at 30
Huntington Way; Assessors’ Map 16 Lot
16.1.

Please see:
https://www.chilmarkma.gov/zoning-board-a
ppeals or email akisselgof@chilmarkma.gov
for Zoom information.
oct2,9,2t

Chilmark               
Legal Notices

CHILMARK CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

Will hold a ZOOM Public Hearing on
Thursday, October 15, 2026 at 9:02 AM,
under the MA Wetlands Protection Act,
M.G.L.c.131, Section 40 and the Chilmark
Wetlands Protection By-law, on an
application filed by Vineyard Land
Surveying& Engineering on behalf of
applicant Daniel Sudman. The application is
for an “after-the-fact” construction of a
prefabricated sauna, and landscaping work
within a FEMA Flood Zone at 146 Quansoo
Rd (AP 22-11).

Plan requests and questions via email to
chilmarkconservation@gmail.com. Zoom
meeting access will be posted 48 hours in
advance of the meeting at:
https://www.chilmarkma.gov/conservation-co
mmission.
oct2,1t

Edgartown             
Legal Notices

TOWN OF EDGARTOWN
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given in accordance with
the provisions of Chapter 87, Section 3 of
the Massachusetts General Laws and
amendments thereto, that Donaroma’s
Nursery & Landscape Services Inc., agent
for John and Mary Reilly has requested
permission to remove the following public
shade trees. The trees are (A) English Elm,
(B) American Beech, and (C) Honey Locust  
with 16” to 18” inch DBH and 40’ to 45’ foot
height. In addition, request permission to trim
(D) English Oak with 26” inch DBH and 45’
foot height. The trees are located at 9 &13
Pierce Lane. Assessors map 20D, parcel 79
& 78.
A public hearing will be held upon said
request at 4:00 PM on Monday October 19,
2026 in the Fred B. Morgan meeting room of
the Town Hall, 70 Main Street, Edgartown,
Massachusetts. 

Select Board / Tree Warden
oct2,1t

TOWN OF EDGARTOWN 
MASSACHUSETTS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT SERVICES 

The Town of Edgartown is seeking
qualification from qualified and experienced
vendors for Landscape Architectural
Services contract for the Town of
Edgartown. 

RFQ documents are available electronically
on the Town of Edgartown Procurement
Webpage:
https://www.edgartown-ma.us/departments/p
rocurement-office . For a hard copy; please
call 774-310-5106 or email
hmclaughlin@edgartown-ma.us to obtain a
copy. 

RFQ responses must be submitted to the
Edgartown Procurement Office at Town Hall,
70 Main St., Edgartown, MA 02539 in a
sealed package plainly marked
“RESPONSE FOR LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECT SERVICES RFQ, Ref.
LBR-27-01” on or before 12:00 PM,
Wednesday, October 28, 2026. No items
may be submitted after that time will be
accepted.  Qualifications must include all the
required materials and information; the
qualifications will be reviewed within fifteen
(15) days after the due date. The Town of
Edgartown reserves the right to reject any
and all submissions and to waive any
informality in submissions received
whenever such rejection or waiver is in its
best interest. The Town of Edgartown fully
complies with federal, state, and local laws
and directives governing equal opportunity,
affirmative action and non-discrimination in
all Town activities and actively solicits bids
from MBE/WBE businesses. 
sept25,oct2,2t

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EDGARTOWN CONSERVATION

COMMISSION
On Wednesday, October 7, 2026, at 4:40
p.m., the Edgartown Conservation
Commission will hold a public hearing at
Edgartown Town Hall, Second Floor, 70
Main Street, Edgartown, on a Notice of Intent
filed by Doug Hoehn (SBH) and Caleb
Nickerson (Contemporary Landscaping) on
behalf of Little Beach Trust under the
Edgartown Wetlands Protection Bylaw and
the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act.
The applicant is proposing to level a lawn
and create a native peastone parking area
with additional plantings within FEMA Flood
Zone AE10.

The property is located at 40 Gaines Way
(AP Map 20B, Lot 98.2).
For a copy of the application or for questions
related to observing the meeting remotely,
please contact:
conservation@edgartown-ma.us
oct2,1t

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EDGARTOWN CONSERVATION

COMMISSION
On Wednesday, October 7, 2026, at 4:35
p.m., the Edgartown Conservation
Commission will hold a public hearing at
Edgartown Town Hall, Second Floor, 70
Main Street, Edgartown, on a Notice of Intent
filed by Doug Hoehn (SBH) on behalf of The
Henderson Personal Residence Trust under
the Edgartown Wetlands Protection Bylaw
and the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection
Act. The applicant is proposing to plant
within the bordering vegetated wetlands and
buffer zone, and is seeking after-the-fact
approval for a shed constructed within the
buffer zone.

The property is located at 51 Edgartown Bay
Road (AP Map 46, Lot 44).
For a copy of the application or for questions
related to observing the meeting remotely,
please contact:
conservation@edgartown-ma.us
oct2,1t

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EDGARTOWN CONSERVATION

COMMISSION
On Wednesday, October 7, 2026, at 4:30

Edgartown            
Legal Notices

p.m., the Edgartown Conservation
Commission will hold a public hearing at
Edgartown Town Hall, Second Floor, 70
Main Street, Edgartown, on a Notice of Intent
filed by Chris Alley (SBH) on behalf of Lisa
Berkower 2012 Trust under the Edgartown
Wetlands Protection Bylaw and the
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act.
The applicant is proposing to construct an
Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) adjacent to
the existing single-family dwelling, including
a septic system connection and other
underground utilities, all within Land Subject
to Coastal Storm Flowage.

The property is located at 67 Kanomika
Road (AP Map 38, Lot 8.5).
For a copy of the application or for questions
related to observing the meeting remotely
please contact:
conservation@edgartown-ma.us
oct2,1t

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EDGARTOWN CONSERVATION

COMMISSION
On Wednesday, October 7, 2026, at 4:45
p.m., the Edgartown Conservation
Commission will hold a public hearing at
Edgartown Town Hall, Second Floor, 70
Main Street, Edgartown, on a Notice of Intent
filed by Reid Silva (VLSE) on behalf of Little
Falls Partners, LP under the Edgartown
Wetlands Protection Bylaw and the
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act.
The applicant is proposing to trim, prune,
and remove vegetation within existing view
channels, with pruning of understory
shrubbery limited to the buffer zone and all
mature trees to remain, and to relocate
landward (and reconstruct if necessary) an
existing beach access stairway threatened
by coastal bank erosion, with coir logs to be
installed to help stabilize the bank near the
stairway.

The property is located at 11 Jacobs Neck
(AP Map 43, Lot 1.3).
For a copy of the application or for questions
related to observing the meeting remotely,
please contact:
conservation@edgartown-ma.us
oct2,1t

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EDGARTOWN CONSERVATION

COMMISSION
On Wednesday, October 7, 2026, at 4:50
p.m., the Edgartown Conservation
Commission will hold a public hearing at
Edgartown Town Hall, Second Floor, 70
Main Street, Edgartown, on a Notice of Intent
filed by Reid Silva (VLSE) on behalf of
Bridgette Minicus under the Edgartown
Wetlands Protection Bylaw and the
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act.
The applicant is proposing to construct,
maintain, and license a 24-foot fixed pier
addition and a 24-foot float addition to an
existing timber pier.

The property is located at 85 Edgartown Bay
Road (AP Map 51, Lot 38).
For a copy of the application or for questions
related to observing the meeting remotely,
please contact:
conservation@edgartown-ma.us
oct2,1t

Oak Bluffs               
Legal Notices

TOWN OF OAK BLUFFS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Pursuant to MGL Chapter 138, Section 12
the Oak Bluffs Select Board will hold a Public
Hearing on Tuesday, October 27, 2026, at
5:00 p.m. at Oak Bluffs Town Hall
lower-level meeting hall 56 School Street.
This hearing is regarding a change of class
from seasonal to annual all alcohol license
for KIKIMV Inv, dba 11 Circuit Ave located at
11 Circuit Avenue, Oak Bluffs, MA. 

This application is on file in the Select Board
Office for review Monday through Friday,
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
oct2,1t

West Tisbury           
Legal Notices

PUBLIC HEARING
Martha’s Vineyard Commission

The public is invited to a public hearing
concerning the following Development of
Regional Impact #778 Hoft Barn Demolition
Applicant: The Nature Conservancy;
Rebekah Myers.

Location: 74 Lambert’s Cove Road, West
Tisbury. Map 3, Lot 44-0 and Tisbury Map
64-A, Lot 4 (approximately 58 acres).
Proposal: Demolition of a barn listed in
MACRIS with no replacement structure
proposed.

Date & Time: Thursday, October 15, 2026
at 6:35 p.m.
Place: Hybrid Meeting MVC Office - 1st
Floor, 33 New York Ave, Oak Bluffs, MA
and Zoom Meeting ID: 831 5537 2107;
Password: 103121

The application and plans are available on
the MVC website. Written testimony may be
submitted prior to or during the hearing.
Check for updates on the online calendar.
oct2,9,2t

General                   
Legal Notices

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
DUKES PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT

DOCKET NO. DU22P0047PM
IN THE MATTER OF: LAURA J.

HAIRSTON OF EDGARTOWN, MA
PROTECTED PERSON/DISABLED

PERSON/RESPONDENT

CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
CONSERVATOR'S ACCOUNT

To the named Respondent and all other
interested persons:

You are hereby notified pursuant to Rule 72
of the Supplemental Rules of the Probate
and Family Court that the Temporary

General                   
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Conservator's 1st and Conservator's 1st,
2nd, 3rd and 4th and Final Account(s) of
Rebecca R. Carey of New Bedford, MA, as
Conservator of the property of said
Respondent, have been presented to the
Court for allowance.

You have the right to object to the
account(s). If you wish to do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appearance and
objection at this Court on or before 10:00
A.M. on the return date of October 27, 2026.
This day is NOT a hearing date, but a
deadline date by which you have to object to
the account(s). If you fail to file an
appearance and objection by the return date,
action may be taken in this matter without
further notice to you, including the allowance
of the account(s).

Additionally, within thirty days after said
return day, or within such other time as the
Court upon motion may order, you must file
a written affidavit of objections stating the
specific facts and grounds upon which each
objection is based and a copy shall be
served upon the Conservator pursuant to
Rule 3 of the Supplemental Rules of the
Probate & Family Court.

You have the right to send to the
Conservator, by registered or certified mail, a
written request to receive a copy of the
Petition and account(s) at no cost to you.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: The outcome of this
proceeding may limit or completely take
away the above-named person's right to
make decisions about personal affairs or
financial affairs or both. The above-named
person has the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request on behalf of
the above-named person. If the
above-named person cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at State expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Susan L. Jacobs, First
Justice of this Court.

Date: September 29, 2026

Rosemary P. Quirk, Register of Probate
oct2,1t

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRAIL COURT

DUKES PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
DOCKET NO. DU22P0027EA 
DATE OF DEATH: 02/08/2022

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR ORDER OF

COMPLETE SETTLEMENT

Estate of: David B. Vietor 
A Petition for Order of Complete Settlement
has been filed by: 
Robert A. Brown of requesting that the court
enter a formal Decree of Complete
Settlement including the allowance of a final
account such relief as may be requested in
the Petition.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner or at the court.
You have a right to object to this proceeding.
To do so, you or your attorney must file a
written appearance and objection at this
court before:10:00 a.m. on the return day of
10/27/2026 .

This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline
by which you must file a written appearance
and objection if you object to this proceeding.
If you fail to file a timely written appearance
and objection followed by an affidavit of
objections within thirty (30) days of the return
day, action may be taken without further
notice to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Susan L Jacobs, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: September 22, 2026
Daphne DeVries
Register of Probate
Dukes Probate and Family Court
PO Box 237
81 Main Street
Edgartown, MA 02539
(508)627-4703
oct2,1t

NOTICE MORTGAGEE'S SALE OF REAL
ESTATE

0 Tower Lane, Chilmark, MA 02535

By virtue and in execution of the Power of
Sale contained in a certain mortgage given
by TOWER LANE COLLABERATIVE LLC to
LAURENCE S. CLANCY and KATHLEEN
M. TILTON said mortgage being dated 
January 14, 2026 and recorded with the
Dukes County Registry of Deeds on January
14, 2026 at Book 1727, Page 996, of which
mortgage the undersigned, LAURENCE S.
CLANCY and KATHLEEN M. TILTON are
the holders, for breach of the conditions of
said mortgage and for the purpose of
foreclosing the same, will be sold at Public
Auction at 12:00 O'clock noon on October
23, 2026, on the premises known as 0 Tower
Lane, Chilmark, MA 02535, all and singular
the premises described in said mortgage to
wit: 

The land with the buildings and
improvements thereon situated at 0 Tower
Lane, Chilmark, Dukes County,
Massachusetts, and being more particularly

General                   
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described as follows: “Conservation Lot B”
on a plan entitled “A Plan of Land in
Chilmark, Mass. prepared for Araldo A.
Cossutta Scale: 1” = 100’ September 7,
1988” by Smith & Dowling, which plan is
recorded with the Registry as Chilmark Case
File No. 237, together with all rights and
easements appurtenant thereto (the
“Premises” or “said premises”). For
mortgagor’s title see Book 1646, Page 814.

 The premises shall be sold subject to and
together with all rights, easements,
restrictions, and reservations of record
insofar as the same are in force and
applicable.  The above premises will be sold
subject as above and subject to and/or with
the benefit of any and all outstanding tax
titles, municipal or other public taxes,
assessments, association dues, liens,
restrictions, easements, improvements,
covenants, or claims in the nature of liens,
and existing encumbrances of record
created superior to the aforesaid mortgage.
The premises are to be sold subject to all
laws and ordinances including, but not
limited to, all building and zoning laws and
ordinances, if any.

Terms of Sale:  Twenty Thousand Dollars
($20,000.00) will be required to be paid by
certified check by the purchaser at the time
and place of sale as earnest money, a
further deposit to bring the deposit to ten
percent of the amount bid will be due one
week from the auction date and the final
balance is to be paid by certified check or
wire transfer actually received on or before
November 23, 2026 by 10:00 A.M., at the
office of Jeffery Johnson, Esquire, time being
of the essence of this sale.  The successful
bidder shall be required to sign a
Memorandum of Terms of Sale in a form to
be prepared by the Mortgage Holder
containing the above terms and any others
announced at the sale, said memorandum to
be executed at the Auction sale.  Other
terms, if any, to be announced at the time
and place of sale.

LAURENCE S. CLANCY and KATHLEEN
M. TILTON, Holders of Said Mortgage By
their Attorney, Jeffery Johnson, Esquire, 67
School Street, Hyannis, MA 02601
sept25,oct2,9,3t

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE'S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue of and in execution of the Power of
Sale contained in a certain mortgage given
by Brooke F. Douglas to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as
nominee for Quontic Bank, its successors
and assigns, dated October 15, 2021 and
registered at Dukes County Registry District
of the Land Court as Document No. 91227
and noted on Certificate of Title No. 15194
(the “Mortgage”) of which mortgage U.S.
Bank Trust Company, National Association,
not in its individual capacity but solely as
trustee on behalf of GCAT 2023-NQM1 Trust
is the present holder by Assignment from
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as mortgagee, as nominee for Quontic
Bank, its successors and assigns to U.S.
Bank Trust Company, National Association,
not in its Individual Capacity but Solely as
Trustee on Behalf of GCAT 2023-NQM1
Trust dated April 14, 2026 and registered as
Document No. 97140 and noted on
Certificate of Title No. 15194, for breach of
conditions of said mortgage and for the
purpose of foreclosing the same, the
mortgaged premises located at 39 Mud
Puddle Road, Tisbury, MA 02568 will be sold
at a Public Auction at 1:00 PM on October
14, 2026, at the mortgaged premises, more
particularly described below, all and singular
the premises described in said mortgage, to
wit:

The land with the buildings thereon situated
in Tisbury, County of Dukes County,
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, described
as follows:

Being Lots 28 and 29 on Land Court Plan
No. 2702-D, filed with Certificate of Title No.
848, Book 5, Page 109 in the Dukes County
Registry District of the Land Court.

Subject to and together with the benefit of
any easements and/or restrictions of record
insofar as the same are in force and
applicable.

For mortgagor’s title see deed registered at
Dukes County Registry District of the Land
Court as Document Number 91226 and
Noted on Certificate of Title Number 15194.

The premises will be sold subject to any and
all unpaid taxes and other municipal
assessments and liens, and subject to prior
liens or other enforceable encumbrances of
record entitled to precedence over this
mortgage, and subject to and with the benefit
of all easements, restrictions, reservations
and conditions of record and subject to all
tenancies and/or rights of parties in
possession.

Terms of the Sale:  Cashier's or certified
check in the sum of $10,000.00 as a deposit
must be shown at the time and place of the
sale in order to qualify as a bidder (the
mortgage holder and its designee(s) are
exempt from this requirement); high bidder to
sign written Memorandum of Sale upon
acceptance of bid; balance of purchase price
payable by certified check in thirty (30) days
from the date of the sale at the offices of

General                   
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mortgagee's attorney, Korde & Associates,
P.C., 900 Chelmsford Street, Suite 3102,
Lowell, MA or such other time as may be
designated by mortgagee.  The description
for the premises contained in said mortgage
shall control in the event of a typographical
error in this publication.

Other terms to be announced at the sale.

U.S. Bank Trust Company, National
Association, not in its individual capacity but
solely as trustee on behalf of GCAT
2023-NQM1 Trust
Korde & Associates, P.C.
900 Chelmsford Street
Suite 3102
Lowell, MA 01851
(978) 256-1500
Douglas, Brooke F., 26-052533
sept18,25,oct2,3t

MARTHA’S VINEYARD AIRPORT
COMMISSION

DISPOSITION OF PROPERTY VIA LEASE
20 HANGAR ROAD NORTH

The Martha’s Vineyard Airport Commission
(Airport) is soliciting responses from
interested parties for the lease of up to 20
years, with one (1) 20-year extension, of one
(1) parcel of land and a hangar located at 20
Hangar Road North, West Tisbury, Dukes
County, Massachusetts for aviation
purposes only and as allowed under current
zoning regulations in the Town of West
Tisbury.  The Airport is seeking to have the
property used in a manner that best reflects
the Airport’s long term master plan and to
maximize revenue to the Airport.
A pre-proposal response meeting will be held
on Wednesday, October 14, 2022-10:00am
at the Airport’s ARFF Conference Room, 71
Airport Road, West Tisbury, MA to entertain
questions and review the submission
requirements.

This solicitation is being conducted in
accordance with the provisions of
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 30B,
Chapter 16 and a resulting lease must be
awarded in accordance with the
requirements of the Request for Proposal
regarding Real Property Transactions.  If it
becomes necessary to revise any part of this
RFP or otherwise provide additional
information, an addendum will be issued to
all prospective proposers who received
copies of the original request.  The Airport
reserves the right to cancel the process at
any time when it is in its best interest to do
so.

Proposals are due on Friday, October 30,
2026 at or before 12:00 p.m. to the Airport
Properties Manager, 71 Airport Road, USPS:
 Vineyard Haven, MA 02568/ PHYSICAL
ADDRESS: West Tisbury, MA  02575.  All
responses must be received in a sealed
envelope properly marked prior to the
deadline per the submission requirements
found in the RFP documents.  The Request
for Proposal documents and supporting
information can be obtained from the Airport
Properties Manager, 71 Airport Road, West
Tisbury, MA 02568 electronically from
GFreeman@MVYAirport.com.
oct2,9,1t

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT

DOCKET NO. 26 SM 001985
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: Robert Hughes, Trustees of the Hughes
Family Realty Trust u/d/t dated January 31,
1990, Susan R. Hughes Trustee of the
Hughes Family Realty Trust u/d/t dated
January 31, 1990 and to all persons entitled
to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil
Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901(et seq).
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. claiming to have an
interest in a Mortgage covering real property
in 10 Great Plains Way, Edgartown, MA
02539, given by Robert Hughes, and Susan
R. Hughes, Trustees of the Hughes Family
Realty Trust u/d/t dated January 31, 1990 to
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., dated December
28, 2004 and recorded in the MA - Dukes
County Registry of Deeds in Book 01029,
Page 296, has/have filed with this court a
complaint for determination of
Defendant's/Defendants' Servicemembers
status.

If you now are, or recently have been, in the
active military service of the United States of
America, then you may be entitled to the
benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the
above-mentioned property on that basis,
then you or your attorney must file a written
appearance and answer in this court at:
Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA
02108 on or before 10/26/2026 or you may
lose the opportunity to challenge the
foreclosure on the ground of noncompliance
with the Act.

Witness, Gordon H. Piper, 
Chief Justice of this Court on 9/16/2026.
Attest: Deborah J. Patterson, Recorder
oct2,1t
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B U S I N E S S  D I R E C T O RY
AUTO TRANSPORT

GUTTER SERVICES

Specializing in Gutters, Roofing, 
Siding, Remodeling and Repairs

Free estimates
 eastcoastmv@gmail.com

508-627-2895
Fully Licensed & Insured

Est 1981

HEATING

LANDSCAPING

MOVING & STORAGE

PAINTING

REMODELING ROOFERS ROOFERS

• Landscape Design 
• Construction • Lawn Care 

• Maintenance

ORGANIC 
GARDENING and LANDSCAPING

workingearthmarthasvineyard.com

508-627-7094

SELF STORAGE
Sun Island Delivery

508-693-1036

355 State Rd.
Vineyard Haven

61 West Tisbury Rd.
Edgartown

Fully Insured & Licensed, with a BBB “A”+ Rating.
Endless References • Complete Interior & Exterior Painting 

• Power Washing • Deck Sealing • Floor Installations & 
Refinishing • Carpentry & Repair

Roofing • Wallpapering • Specialty Painting   

PRO WINDOW CLEAN & SERVICES.

Rick Convery Paint ing,  Inc .Rick Convery Paint ing,  Inc .

Call or Text: 774-229-6320  (24/7) 
For Your Immediate Response & FREE Estimate.

rickconverypainting.com 
Rickconvery@gmail.com

Martha’s Vineyard’s Only...”Doctors of Surfaces”

EAST COAST SEAMLESS
Serving MVI since 1981

Specializing in Gutters, Roofing, Siding, 
Remodeling and Repairs

Free estimates
 eastcoastmv@gmail.com

508-627-2895
Fully Licensed & Insured

RM PACKER 
COMPANY  INC.

FOR ALL YOUR ENERGY NEEDS

Serving Martha’s Vineard since 1930

Home heating fuel

Providing quality care for our customers 
service needs

Full Oil Burner - Technical Services 9-5

Emergency Burner Service

508-693-0900

Ask about our discounts!

ADVERTISE in the 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY!

$25 PER COLUMN INCH 
(ads start at 2” wide x 1”)

The most affordable display ads available in the Vineyard Gazette

CONTACT: CLASSIFIEDS@VINEYARDGAZETTE.COM

Dependable, on time, on budget. Residential and commercial. 
508-645-3228 

sales@associateroofing.com  •  www.associateroofing.com

A Classic Vineyard Roof in Cedar~ superior 
craftsmanship by our team.

HAVE YOU 
CHECKED

THE CALENDAR 
TODAY?

CALENDAR.VINEYARDGAZETTE.COM

The Gazette needs 

old towels!

Please bring them by our office at  
34 S. Summer Street in Edgartown.

The Gazette needs 

old towels!

Please bring them by our office at  
34 S. Summer Street in Edgartown.

34. S Summer St, 
Edgartown

O N  N E W S S T A N D S  N O W !

F R E E!

A guide to buying on the Vineyard.
REAL ESTATE REVIEW

Martha’s Vineyard
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NEIGHBORHOODS

1. CENTRAL
This area just south of the Edgartown– 
Vineyard Haven Road includes a maze of  
residential subdivisions built approximate-
ly thirty-five years ago on former farmland, 
including Dodger’s Hole and Smith Hollow. 
Many are interconnected, and the area of 
residential homes stretches all the way to 
the Edgartown–West Tisbury Road to the 
south. Bike paths provide easy, car-free  
access into town.

4. KATAMA
Windswept grasslands mark the topogra-
phy of Katama, an area of seasonal and 
year-round homes bounded by Katama Bay 
to the east and the Atlantic-facing South 
Beach, a popular public beach in the sum-
mer, at the extreme southern end. A long 
bike path runs from downtown Edgartown 
through Katama. Open farmland domi-
nates the center of the landscape.

2. CHAPPAQUIDDICK
Derived from a Native American word 
meaning “separated island,” Chappy, as it is 
called, is located off the eastern end of  
Edgartown and accessed by a three-car 
ferry. There are about 300 year-round 
residents and many more seasonal home-
owners. With more than 800 acres of public 
beach and conservation land, it draws 
saltwater fishermen, kayakers, and bird 
watchers. There is no commercial zoning.

5. SENGEKONTACKET
Ocean Heights, The Boulevard, and  
Major’s Cove are densely built areas on 
streets that run from Edgartown–Vineyard 
Haven Road down to Sengekontacket Pond, 
a saltwater pond in Edgartown and Oak 
Bluffs that borders Nantucket Sound. On the 
Edgartown end, the pond was historically 
named Anthier’s Pond. Felix Neck Wildlife 
Sanctuary is a central oasis in this area.

6. SOUTH SHORE
This rural coastal part of town includes 
Edgartown Great Pond, Oyster Pond,  
Wintucket, and a portion of the Manuel F. 
Correllus State Forest. Three-acre mini-
mum zoning and conservation land have 
kept this area more sparsely populated 
than other parts of the town, and there 
are vast tracts covered with blueberry and 
huckleberry bushes. 

3. DOWNTOWN/ 
EDGARTOWN VILLAGE
White clapboard houses once owned by 
whaling captains and rose-covered picket 
fences are the signatures of the downtown 
historic district. Main Street runs down to 
the harbor and North Water Street runs out 
to the scenic Edgartown Lighthouse. The 
area is mostly seasonal, save for a handful 
of hardy year-round shops and restaurants.
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HOME SALES VOLUME 

BY YEAR

$679,425,670

$620,911,520

$780,027,995

$739,258,583
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NUMBER OF SINGLE/MULTI-FAMILY HOME  

TRANSACTIONS FOR 2025 BY TOWN

Edgartown - 101

Vineyard Haven - 41

West Tisbury - 48

Chilmark - 19

Aquinnah - 6

Oak Bluffs - 82

AVERAGE NUMBER OF DAYS  

SINGLE/MULTI-FAMILY HOMES  

WERE ON THE MARKET IN 2025

Edgartown
    182

Aquinnah
    201

Vineyard Haven
    168

Oak Bluffs
    162

West Tisbury
    149

Chilmark
    155

SALES SUMMARY & TRENDS2025 REAL ESTATE MARKET REVIEW

Compared to the pandemic-related real estate bubble in 

2021, when total sales of single- and multi-family homes 

climbed to more than $1 billion, 2025 saw a strong-but-steady 

period of growth for the Martha’s Vineyard real estate market 

with nearly 300 properties selling for a total of $780,027,995. 

After a few post-pandemic ups and downs, the market  

appears to have stabilized.

 According to the Island’s multiple listing service, LINK, 

some of the 2025 stats were record-breaking. If you bought 

property in Chilmark, the average selling price was $6,435,368 

(a 68 percent increase from 2022’s $3,838,286). The median 

selling price for Vineyard Haven homes jumped 21 percent 

from $1,232,500 in 2024 to $1,495,000 in 2025. This all points 

to a healthy and stable-but-expensive market. 

 “Prices have been climbing since the Covid years and  

although 2024 pricing was somewhat flat, 2025 continued the 

upward climb proving that demand is still strong,” said Meg 

Bodnar, a Tea Lane Associates broker. And 2026 is on target to 

be at least as robust, with an inventory of 150 properties at the 

end of the first quarter compared to last year’s 125 during the 

same time period. Buyers may need to move quickly when 

the right property comes along, Bodnar said, and sellers may 

need to recognize that even though the market is strong, most 

prices are still negotiable. 

Looking for something

TO BAKE
this weekend?

Subscribe to
COOK THE VINEYARD
vineyardgazette.com/newsletters

®

A+

We are licensed brokers. We arrange shipment by fully covered carriers.

We Take 
Your Car 

righT From 
The Ship!

1-800-800-2580 • Canton, MA 
617 ship car (617-744-7227)
SHIPCAR.COM U.S.D.O.T #385723

®

A+

We are licensed brokers. We arrange shipment by fully covered carriers.

We Take 
Your Car 

righT From 
The Ship!

®

A+

We are licensed brokers. We arrange shipment by fully covered carriers.

We Take 
Your Car 

righT From 
The Ship!

From the Town Columnists
CHAPPY
PETER WELLS

	 Last Thursday morning, the new op-
erator of the Chappy Ferry service was 
busy preparing for the impending week-
end northeaster. When I arrived for my 
afternoon shift of driving the On Time 2, 
Brian told me about all of the concerns 
that he had attended to, looking for sug-
gestions from my experiences dealing 
with storms at the ferry. This was his 
first encounter with weather that could 
endanger the ferryboats and interrupt 
service since he took over the operation. 
It wasn’t his first encounter with heavy 
weather, having lived through several 
dozen actual hurricanes while living on 
Cape Hatteras. 
	 Already that morning Brian had made a 
plan with the diver to clear seaweed from 
the propellers before, during and after 
the storm; made sure that both boats had 
full fuel tanks; made sure that the diesel 
fuel supply tank on shore was full; made 
sure that the standby generators were 
ready to start up when the power goes 
out; made sure that ferry captains were 
scheduled to provide emergency service; 
continued to shift through weather fore-
casts which were conflicting with one 
another regarding the intensity of the 
storm; contacted the heads of Edgartown 
fire, police and highway departments 
regarding possible service interruptions 
so that extra emergency apparatus could 
be stationed on Chappy and determined 
a deadline for getting those vehicles 
over to Chappy; sent out text and email 
alerts updating Chappaquiddickers on 
the status of service; addressed a glitch 
in the text messaging system; moved 
the ferry company’s Carolina skiff to a 
sheltered berth where it would still be 
readily available to use to flush seaweed 
from the slips; examined the tide chart 
and made an educated guess at the extent 
to which the new breach would affect 
ferry ramp flooding and prepared for 
the worst; made sure that any employees 
involved in maintenance and repair were 
immediately available, and in general, 
worried a lot.
	 I, on the other hand, had spent the 
morning at home planting lettuce in a 
cold frame. 
	 We discussed the differing abilities 
of the two ferryboats and which would 
be more appropriate to operate during 
the worst of the storm and which fer-
ryboat best to take out of service prior 
to the arrival of the bad weather so that 
it would have seaweed free propellers in 
case of emergency. Northeasters scour 
seaweed from the harbor bottom. It gets 
piled up on the beaches and even up 
onto the pavement of the Chappy point 
parking lot. It also gets swept into the 
Chappy slips, clogging them feet deep 
with a stingy weed that will get drawn 
into the ferryboat propellers, rendering 
them barely effective at moving the ferry 
through the water. During the summer 
Brian had his crew reinforce the Edgar-
town slip fender wall and the structure 
and roof of the ferry house to better 
withstand hurricane conditions.
	 Nine times out of ten, forecast storms 

of this intensity don’t materialize. This 
one did. The wind blew out of the north-
east steadily at 40 mph and gusted regu-
larly over 50. Seaweed in the slips was 
constantly removed. The diver came 
several times to clear weed from the 
propellers. A ferry captain was on hand 
in case of emergency. During the height 
of the storm a couple of runs were made 
to get people home. Each run convinced 
the ferry crew that regular service would 
be way too risky under those conditions. 
The combination of high water, high 
winds and unusually fast currents made 
entering the Chappy slip barely possible.
	 I, fortunately had Friday off. I was mov-
ing horse manure and compost around 
the tree farm up in West Tisbury, bliss-
fully unaware of what was going on at 
the ferry. The freshening of the breeze 
was noticeable even that far inland. I 
guessed that it must be howling down 
on the water. When I returned on Sunday, 
several people asked, “If you still owned 
the ferry, would you have kept running 
during the storm?” 
	 I wasn’t at the ferry during the storm, 
but given what I saw on the TV weather 
channel and the ferry webcams along 
with wind speeds recorded by the 
Chappy point weather station, I said, “I 
probably would have shut down by noon 
on Friday.” 
	 The response was, “Well that’s what 
Brian did!” 
	 So, there you go!

CHILMARK
KATIE CARROLL

	 Some days are woven from pure magic 
and meant to be held in the heart of 
forever — on Sept. 19, Natalie Poole and 
Jordan Hoehn filled Oak Bluffs with love 
and laughter as they tied the knot and 
stepped through that door to forever, 
hand-in-hand. Natalie, the daughter of 
Matt and Patty, and Jordan, the son of 
Doug and Lauren of Vineyard Haven, 
shared a day that felt entirely their own, 
woven tightly with the history of the 
place and people they love most. 
	 The celebration was a beautiful re-
minder of lifelong connections. Standing 
by Natalie’s side were her forever friends 
— Jordan Lane, Lily (Morgan) Belsky and 
Amalie Tinus — bringing their shared 
history full circle from their early days 
as schoolmates at the Chilmark School. 
The ceremony was made even more 
special by having Alex, Natalie’s big 
brother and Menemsha Texaco alum, 
guide them through their vows as offici-
ant. In a touching tribute, Natalie and 
Jordan promised forever to one another 
on the very same day the family honors 
the birthday of Natalie’s late grandfather, 
Matt. It was a day filled with laughter, 
nostalgia and a love story deeply rooted 
in the heart of the Vineyard.
	 The cheers continue. Two more won-
derful couples celebrated this past week 
with wedding anniversaries. Happy fifth 
anniversary to Katy (Smith) and Josh 
Markievitz. Happy third anniversary to 
Jessica Campbell and Michael Dullea. 
May happiness continue to be with you 
forever. 

	 Celebrating a milestone this upcom-
ing week are Hillary Noyes-Keene and 
John Keene — Oct. 5 marks 30 years of 
marriage, a journey that began on a day 
I remember so well, standing at North 
Rock surrounded by the love of family 
and friends. Let’s wish them continued 
joy in all the days to come.
	 It’s a big week for birthdays, too. Let’s 
send a huge happy birthday to Corrick 
Slavin, who celebrates 16 this week. Yes 
folks, there will be new face behind 
the wheel with a learner’s permit. Let’s 
wish him a year full of new memories, 
safe driving and an incredibly sweet 16. 
Happy 92 to my dear friend Liz Gude 
who shares Sept. 29 with Chris Carroll, 
Jimmy Morgan, Gary Mottau, Michelle 
O’Connor and presumably others. Also 
celebrating right around now are Hill-
ary Noyes-Keene, Jimmy Hickey, Natalie 
Conroy, Marie Mercer, Zach Coutinho, 
Natalie Poole Hoehn and more. 
	 I had the pleasure of a quick catch-up 
with Elizabeth Pickett who was in town 
for a visit. Her son Cody Gray was also 
here taking a break from his job piloting 
helicopters, though I didn’t have the op-
portunity to see him this time around. 
	 What a classic Martha’s Vineyard 
Derby moment — at the tournament’s 
midway point, junior angler Booker 
Weisner shared an unforgettable mem-
ory at the water’s edge hooking up side-
by-side with his dad, Elisha. That well-
earned 4.55-pound bonito earned him a 
first fish pin and landed him in second 
place on the Junior Shore leaderboard, 
sitting right on the heels of division 
leader Latham Kurth, who holds the top 
spot with a 5.82-pound catch. With the 
leaderboard heating up and plenty of 
fishing left to go, the second half of the 
derby is shaping up to be an absolute 
thriller for these young anglers. 
	 There have been and still are plenty 
of familiar names who have made their 
way to the daily and leader boards, but a 
couple of additional familiar stand outs 
are Adam Knight and Diane Lucey.  
	 Over the past couple of weeks, the 
Menemsha jetty has brought together a 
wonderful crowd, including locals like 
Evan, Leila, Adam, Brooks, Casey, An-
nette, Joey, Lew, Clay, Ryan and Elisha 
to annual regulars like Brian, Brad and 
Sarge, who travel from all over the coun-
try every year to be part of this tradi-
tion. Arriving daily like clockwork with 
snacks in hand, they drop their tailgates 
and create a welcoming camp. They 
truly master the balance of fishing and 
leisure, frequently trading active casting 
for warm coffee and shared stories. It is 
a privilege to share the periphery of their 
circle.

EDGARTOWN
KATHIE CASE

	 Once again Mother Nature has spoken.  
So much rain and a lot of wind — she 
cleaned house. We were lucky not to have 
lost power or get a lot of tree damage, 
but she kept us in our places for three 
days. There was a mass exodus of people 
who had to get off-Island, and there were 
many trying to get to the Island to attend 
weddings or just get home. Everyone is 
safe and that is the most important thing.
	 Happy Birthday to all who celebrated 

their day this past week. Big balloons go 
out to the students who celebrated their 
day. The list is on its way — I called the 
school and Pam is working on it. Now I 
only have to walk over there and pick it 
up.
	 I have to say congratulations to all 
the brides and grooms, and the florists, 
tent people and everyone who helped 
change venues due to the storm. It was 
a horrible weekend for weddings. I have 
always heard it is good luck to rain on 
a bride, but this was way beyond what 
was called for. But if it is a true statement 
they will have luck for a very long time. 
Congratulations to all.
	 Members of the Martha’s Vineyard 
Regional High School class of 1966 and 
their guests are welcome to join them 
on Saturday, Oct. 17 from 1 to 4 p.m. at 
the Wharf in Edgartown. The cost is 
$45 per person and does not include the 
cash bar. If you are interested in attend-
ing, contact Herb Ward at 508-693-7683, 
wakemewhenitistime@outlook.com.
	 The League of Women Voter is host-
ing a candidate forum on Tuesday, Oct. 
13 at 6 p.m. at the Edgartown library to 
learn more about the people who want 
to represent you.
	 Have a great week and keep the home 
candles burning.

OAK BLUFFS
RICHARD LEWIS TAYLOR

	 Stormy Weather is a 1933 song writ-
ten by Harold Arlen and Ted Koehler 
and was first sung by Ethel Waters at 
The Cotton Club in Harlem that same 
year. She also recorded it with the 
Dorsey Brothers orchestra. While sung 
by many over the years by the likes of 
Frank Sinatra, Judy Garland, Etta James, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Dinah Washington and 
Lena Horne, it was the Ethel Waters 
recording in 1933 that was inducted in 
the Grammy Hall of Fame in 2003.
	 The lyrics create a metaphor for a 
lady feeling disappointed and melan-
choly that her lover is gone with bad 
weather. Lyrics like “stormy weather 
since my man and I ain’t together, keeps 
raining all the time” weave in and out 
of the song.
	 Well stormy weather gripped the 
entire Island this past weekend. Ron 
Childs and Kevin DaSilva organized 
a fun-filled weekend for Boston and 
Washington, D.C. members of the Na-
tional Association of Guardsmen in-
cluding golf, cards, cookouts and dinner. 
The wind and rain had other plans 
causing the events to cancel. 
	 Darryl Settles and Patrick Targete 
organized yet another fun weekend for 
Island friends. This one included fish-
ing with golf and a cookout but they 
also had to scrap their activities. All a 
reminder of a few other lyrics, “life is 
bare, gloom and misery everywhere, 
stormy weather.” 
	 But the weather did not disrupt a 
farewell celebration for Ed and Claudia 
Swan at the Boathouse. The Swans have 
lived on the Vineyard for decades and 
have decided to sell their cottage and 
travel while their health is good. A gath-
ering of about 40 dear friends sipped, 
nibbled, saluted and gave testimony to 
this beloved couple. The program was 

opened with comments by Clemmie 
Cash as she introduced Ed’s younger 
brother Jemadari Kamara, to moderate 
the balance of the program. He began 
by recognizing their parents, mentors 
past and ancestors that paved the way 
for their collective progress since leav-
ing their hometown of Detroit.
	 I met Ed as far back as 1979 when I 
was a trustee of the Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority Pension Fund. 
He was on Wall Street seeking to man-
age some of the assets of the pension 
fund. Some decades later he and Clau-
dia would leave New York and settle in 
Boston. We would then discover that he 
was an outstanding tennis player, a fur-
niture maker, and they both displayed 
superior culinary gifts. 
	 The afternoon closed out with Island 
balladeer Vivian Beard singing several 
songs and ended with That’s What 
Friends are For. The song was written 
by Burt Bacharach and Carole Bayer 
Sager and made popular by the 1985 
version sung by Dionne Warwick, Elton 
John, Gladys Knight and Stevie Wonder; 
this was clearly the theme of the day. As 
we listened to the final champagne toast 
it was easy to remember some of the 
lyrics of this classic, “for good times and 
bad times I’ll be on your side forever 
more, that’s what friends are for.” 
	 Many thanks to Barbara Edelin for 
her planning hand coordinating this cel-
ebration. Bon voyage to Ed and Claudia.
	 Competing with pickleball as the new 
game rage is Mahjong! Mahjong is a 
tile-based game originating from China, 
typically played with 144 tiles with a 
goal of forming specific tile combina-
tions before your opponents. 
	 On Friday, Adrienne (Fuzzy) Childs 
hosted a teach-and-play afternoon for 
experienced and newcomers to the 
game. Kendall Reid and Rita Woodward 
were outstanding teachers who kept the 
newcomers on their toes. The group is 
hoping to play again in October. 
	 While the northeaster raged on all 
day Saturday, it was a day of relaxing 
for me at the cottage. I am in the pro-
cess of stocking my bookshelves in the 
writer’s cottage so I actually cherished 
this chance to stay home. I was read-
ing Our Minds Were Always Free by 
entertainment lawyer Lisa Davis and 
Great Short Books by Kenneth Davis. I 
also picked up new children’s book by 
artist and poet Harry Seymour entitled 
Defiance Alliance while I was visiting 
the Mariposa Gallery. 
	 It was a college football bonanza 
watching Tennessee, Texas, Georgia, 
Ol’ Miss, Alabama and more! 
	 Cheryl Lloyd and John Costa, friends 
from Chestnut Hill, were staying a few 
days in Vineyard Haven and stopped 
by for some beef and oxtails stew that 
Kathy fixed as well.
	 Stormy weather, good books, plenty 
of football, friends coming and going, 
plenty of food and beverages all com-
bined for a fabulous weekend on the 
Vineyard! Who needs the sun to have 
fun?
	 Paradise on earth is living the Vine-
yard experience. Enjoy it as life is fleet-
ing.
	 Rest in Peace, Randall Edward Taylor.

VINEYARD HAVEN
NANCY GARDELLA

	 I am all set with northeasters for 
2026. In fact for 2027 as well. We never 
lost power here, I hope you didn’t as 
well. But the Sturm und Drang and five 
gray days seemed relentless. Onward to 
snow season. 
	 Jeremy’s Berlin’s daughter Elda will 
open with her own songs at Ladyfest 
on Saturday. She begins playing at 1:30 
p.m. Her Dad, pianist Jeremy, will close 
out the music with Delanie Pickering. 
Such talent.
	 Janz Hall sent me a nice note to in-
troduce herself. She has taken a job at 
395 State Road with Coastal Creations 
Kitchen and Bath. She can help you with 
renovation, refitting and construction 
plans. Stop in to say hi to Janz.
	 Friday is our last outdoor First Friday 
in Vineyard Haven. Head to the usual 
spots: Beach Road extension 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. for the arts, Owen Beach for great 
free music and interesting food trucks. 
My friends report the bands are great.
	 For the celebration of Featherstone 
Gallery’s 30th Anniversary year they 
opened a display of art made by instruc-
tors, staff and board members. The 
opening was Sept. 26. The exhibit runs 
through Oct. 25.
	 Bruce and Dolly Campbell report 
their daughter Victoria Campbell has a 
film showing at the Museum of Modern 
Art in Manhattan. The screening began 
Sept. 23 and runs through Oct. 8 as part 
of the film-makers cooperative and mil-
lennial film workshop. Victoria’s film 
is called Loose Change. As an added 
delight, Victoria has taken her daughter 
CoCo to New York to see the film and 
tour the town.
	 Remember St. Francis Day on Oct. 
4 — he is my favorite saint. Once, at the 
Blessing of the Animals on the Island, 
I brought my snake Baby. I shall never 
forget when Father Nagle stepped back 
a few feet when he saw me take her out 
of the crate for a blessing.
	 Anniversary congratulations go out 
to John Sundman and Betty Burton for 
Sept. 27. The same greetings go to  Bill 
and Cathy Burdick for Sept. 28.
	 The birthday bandwagon pulled 
along Susie Wallo on Sept. 26, and Sept. 
28 was shared by Sarah Hebbs Gambino, 
Rosemary Therese Lauria, Patti Young 
Colligan and Katie Ruggerio. On Oct. 
3, William Maciel takes the cake. Many 
happy returns.

WEST TISBURY
EILEEN MALEY

	 The Island survived a thorough pow-
erwash over the weekend, blasting away 
whatever debris was left after the big 
party we call summer. 
	 I didn’t go out throughout the storm 
but felt the chill of the wet air. Between 
the dampness and the 60ish high tem-
peratures, I also knew it was warmer 
outside than inside the house. Out came 
my flannel pajamas, stews and soups 
from the freezer, fires in the wood stove, 
dining and supping by the fire.  
	 Late Saturday night I could see that 
the full moon way up there allowed a 

little light to seep through the heavy 
gray rainclouds. It was enough light 
to watch the panicked black treetops 
dancing wildly in the wind. But the tree 
trunks stayed put and the leaves hung 
on. Except for flooding in the usual 
places, up-Island seemed pretty much 
unscathed.
	 No tragedies took place that we know 
of, but some of us felt a certain level of 
annoyance because of changed plans 
and cancellations, abandoned trips and 
all that fretting in anticipation. 	
	 Anna Alley’s weekend houseguests 
postponed their visit, and will resched-
ule. Maria McFarland cancelled a trip 
to Vermont where she had planned to 
attend a memorial service. 
	 Some Islanders heading away for the 
weekend changed their ferry tickets 
to assure a boat ride there and back. 
Stephanie Brothers and our daughter 
Chloe changed their trip off-Island from 
Friday back to Thursday, to visit Stepha-
nie’s daughter Annabelle in New Haven. 
	 Sarah Mayhew and Bob Brigham, 
who drive here (more than 3,000 miles 
from California) every year at this time, 
had reservations to arrive on Saturday 
but slowed down part-way to avoid a 
crush for a room in Falmouth. They 
happily made it here mid-afternoon 
Sunday. Sarah was relieved to get to her 
childhood home after the uncertainties 
of their arrival time. 
	 There were few power outages, but 
one that was accepted gracefully was 
at the Island Folk Pottery gallery of Bill  
O’Callaghan and Heather Goff, who 
enjoyed the adventure by candlelight.
	 The Island absorbed (or spit out) a lot 
of rain, good for our wells and gardens, 
not so good for some basements, I imag-
ine. Nor for those along the flooded 
streets in parts of down-Island.
	 Some puddles may still be available 
for small children to splash in. As far 
as I know, we are all safe and dry in our 
nests. The New York Times said this 
was the first of several northeasters 
expected this season. We are ready. 
	 Jon Previant and Sundy Smith arrived 
home from the West coast in time to 
greet the storm. Their trip included 
visits with the three Previant sons and 
their families in California. 
	 Then Jon and Sundy headed due 
north to Haida Gwaii, formerly known 
as the Queen Charlotte Islands, in Brit-
ish Columbia, cheek by jowl with the 
Alaska border. Haida Gwaii is an ar-
chipelago, the ancestral home of the 
Haida tribe, people whose history there 
has been recorded to date back 13,000 
years. The Haida are the most cel-
ebrated tribe of artists in the northwest, 
who invented and created totem poles, 
for example. Their skillful art includes 
carvings with ravens, eagles and frogs, 
which they also include in masks, dug-
out canoes and jewelry.
	 Happy Birthday on Sunday, Oct. 4, 
to Fain Hackney. It is celebration day 
Monday, Oct. 5, for Dana Nunes and 
Timothy Maley. Cake and candles light 
up the day for Soo Whiting and Elisha 
Weisner on Wednesday, Oct. 7.
	 Congratulations and happy anniver-
sary on Sunday, Oct. 4, to Tom Hodgson 
and Christine Gault.
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Lanny McDowell
Bonaparte’s gull.  

Ray Ewing
A bounty of carrots.

All Outdoors

Bird News The Vineyard Gardener

Eric Brown
Look sharp!

120 Meshacket Rd Edgartown 508-627-9003
We honor HIP and SNAP ~ The Athearn Family

Open 7 days a week            Store Hours 8:30am - 6pm

120 Meshacket Rd Edgartown 508-627-9003
We honor HIP and SNAP ~ The Athearn Family

Open 7 days a week            Spring Hours 9-5:30pm

Celebrating 50 Years- 1975~2025

SAVE THE DATE

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL
Saturday, June 21st, 2025 

Offering our own farm raised beef and pork. 
Fresh eggs and hand picked spring vegetables from our fields.

Scratch made Chicken and Vegetable Pot Pies available every 
Friday afternoon, call to reserve yours today!

Our soup and salad bar is open daily.

Our Greenhouse is open and offering plant starters, 
seeds and flowering plants.

Now hiring for the Summer Season 2025. Visit our website to apply!

GROWING 80 VARIETIES OF SQUASHES AND 
PUMPKINS, INCLUDING GOURDS AND FRESH 
CORNSTALKS FOR YOUR FALL DECORATING. 

Corn, Carrots, Tomatoes, Leeks, Kale, Potatoes, Eggplants, 
Peppers, and so much more available in the farmstand daily. 
Our Food truck is open Wednesday through Sunday, 8am- 2pm!

We offer farm-raised beef, pork, and chickens!
Chef- crafted entrees, sides and soups.

Freshly picked bouquets from our gardens.
Our soup and salad bar is open daily.

Our scratch Bakery offers daily baked goods including yeast breads.
Finest sourced grocery and cheese selection.

ANNUAL PUMPKINFESTIVAL OCTOBER 17TH, 2026
Hours of the Pumpkin Festival 10:30 pm-2:30 pm

NOW HIRING! 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS!

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

HOW TO REACH US

Please notify us 2 weeks 
prior to your move.

Provide your name, effective date, 
old address and new address.

CONTACT
circulation@vineyardgazette.com

MOVING?

34 South Summer Street
P.O. Box 66, Edgartown, MA 02339

FOR NEWS:
news@vineyardgazette.com

FOR CLASSIFIED ADS:
classifieds@vineyardgazette.com

FOR ADVERTISING:
ads@vineyardgazette.com

TO CHANGE ADDRESS:
circulation@vineyardgazette.com

TO SUBSCRIBE:
vineyardgazettestore.com

OR CALL (508) 627-4311

THE REAL ESTATE INSIDER
NEWSLETTER

FEATURING TIMELY, RELIABLE MARKET DATA POWERED BY LINK.

David Welch

PRESENTS

SIGN UP FOR THE FREE NEWSLETTER.

Dreaming of Martha’s Vineyard real estate? Looking 
for the latest market news, featured properties, open 
house listings, and expert insights? 

MOVIE KEEPSAKE!

O R  O R D E R  O N L I N E : 
V I N E YA R D G A Z E T T E S T O R E . C O M   |   ( 5 0 8)  6 2 7 - 4 3 1 1

PICK UP A COPY ON NEWSSTANDS

508.696.9999 West Tisbury 508.645.2628 Chilmark

www.tealaneassociates.com 
504 State Road, West Tisbury MA 02575  •  Beetlebung Corner, Chilmark MA 02535

Nestled in a bucolic setting moments from the iconic Menemsha
fishing village, this beautiful and fully engineered 1.9 acre parcel is

approved for a 6BR home. Exclusively offered at $1,250,000.

Menemsha Inn Road, Chilmark

Scotchman’s Bridge Lane, West Tisbury, MA 02575
(508) 693-7832  •  www.overtoommv.com LINK

BEAUTIFULLY MAINTAINED OASIS ON 2.2 ACRES! 
Experience unparalleled privacy and refined living in this stunning 3,200 sq. ft. 
architectural masterpiece. Nestled on 2.2 park-like acres, this exceptional home features 
4 spacious bedrooms, 4 baths & two dedicated office/library spaces. There is a sparkling 
inground pool and a rejuvenating hot tub spa, offering a private oasis just minutes from 
town amenities & beach. $3,495,000.

GO TO 
MVMAGAZINE.COM 
TO CAST YOUR BALLOT 
for your favorites in food, 
shopping, entertainment, 
outdoor adventure, 
and more. 

Island of Martha’s Vineyard, seven miles off southeast

coast of Massachusetts. Winter population, 20,530; in

summer, 94,650. Twenty miles from city of New Bedford, 

80 miles from Boston and 150 miles from New York. 

Devoted to the interest of the six towns on the Island of

Martha’s Vineyard, viz.: Edgartown, Oak Bluffs, Tisbury

(Vineyard Haven), West Tisbury, Chilmark and Aquin-

nah. These, with Gosnold, constitute Dukes County.

I think we dream so we don’t have to be apart for so long. If we’re in each other’s dreams, we can be together all the time. 
 -  Winnie the Pooh
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PLEASE
RECYCLE

Luxury Real Estate • Sales, Rentals, Buyer Brokerage

www.mvlandvest.com • 508-627-3757

(508)627-3313    wallacemv.com

FEATURED PROPERTY

218 Upper Main Street, Edgartown

Turnkey Restaurant with Upstairs En Suite

Vineyard Generator We Keep You in Power

Contact us!
∂ Sales & questions – 508-693-2582

∂ Electrical outage emergencies – 860-759-6086

∂ Email – vineyardgenerator@comcast.net

∂ Martha’s Vineyard Preferred Elite+ Generac Emergency Stand-by 

    Generator Dealer

∂ Family owned, servicing all island towns since 2002

∂ On-island, 24/7 emergency call service – you call, we respond!

∂ We offer yearly generator maintenance program with 

    twice a year visits

∂ JANUARY REBATE OF 20% OFF SALE & INSTALLATION

 The next generation 

of Martha’s Vineyard real estate.  

www.theagencymarthasvineyard.com 

 508.627.7320   |   205 Upper Main St. Edgartown

Happy New Year!

Ray Ewing

A New Year brings with it a clean slate. Happy 2026, wherever it takes you. 

To Page Six

A Look Back at the Year That Was: 2025

T
he Island was buffeted by 

winds from the south in 2025, 

fueled not by high and low 

pressure airflows matching 

wits along the jet stream, but launched 

from Washington by a new President set 

on making his mark near and far. Often 

an oasis, cut off from national politics by 

its ocean moat, the Vineyard was now 

tethered to its mainland brethren as if a 

bridge had been built overnight. 

 Local news began to mirror events 

taking place all over the country, with 

ICE raids terrifying immigrant popula-

tions, DOGE cuts potentially crippling 

food subsistence programs, and the en-

ergy from offshore wind farms now 

powering judicial jiu jitsu as the national 

government declared the nascent indus-

try a threat to national security.

 Closer to home, other creatures were 

stirring, chief among them an arachnid 

that had long been part of the Island 

ecosystem but had now morphed into 

something far more frightening. Ticks 

and the diseases they carry were now on 

the menu, so to speak, as the alpha-gal 

allergy caused by a lone star tick bite 

continued to create instant vegetarians, 

no longer able to eat, and in some severe 

cases wear, any mammalian products.

 The Steamship Authority also re-

mained a reliable foil, carrying passen-

gers and cars to and from the mainland, 

along with the weight of expectations 

By BILL EVILLE

repeatedly dashed as a new reservation 

system once again did not materialize, 

but a damning report did surface at the 

end of the year.

 And yet, during a year that had many 

fearing for the future while they ques-

tioned where the country and the Island 

were heading, a trip to the past served as 

a reminder that change is truly the only 

constant, confusing though it may be. 

 For example, who could have fore-

seen, back in June of 1975, that a man-

eating shark would become the Island’s 

most recognizable and lovable beast.

 The Jaws reunion brought back both 

the Hollywood glamor of the movie that 

would change the Island forever, and a 

sense of pride in the local community 

that made the filming possible. 

 In considering the events of 2025, 

the 50th anniversary of Jaws revealed 

yet again how the Vineyard so often 

punches above its weight on the na-

tional and international level.

 
 
     The year began with a birth, right on 

time when Maisie Rose was born on Jan. 

1 at 6:26 p.m., to parents Arianna Peters 

and Dennis Rose. Some years it can take 

days or even a week for the first Island 

baby to arrive, but not 2025. Maisie was 

ready to roll right away, her father noted.

 “I ordered Edgartown Pizza when 

they broke her water and the baby came before the pizza got here,” Mr. Rose 

recalled.

 “When she came out she was just 

stretching her legs,” Ms. Peters added. 

 It was perhaps a sign that it would be 

a year that didn’t dawdle, preferring to 

rush headlong into the fray.

 When the temperatures dropped dur-

ing the winter, Vineyarders once again 

stepped up their efforts to help the less 

fortunate. Previously housed on the 

campus of Community Services, Harbor 

Homes, the Island’s homeless preven-

tion nonprofit, had to open alternate 

locations for its winter shelter. The orga-

nization returned to its roots, sheltering 

the unhoused at various churches last 

winter and utilizing its women’s shelter 

as its main hub this season. 

 The churches also served daily free 

meals at their seasonal community sup-

pers, ensuring that anyone who was 

hungry or lonely did not have to go 

without sustenance or company.

 Helping the less fortunate has long 

been the Island way, and served as a vis-

ible counterweight to the events of May 

27, when officials from U.S. Immigration 

and Customs Enforcement (ICE) de-

Courtesy Chris Baer

Jaws 50th anniversary celebration was a highlight of 2025.

THE PERFECT PAIRING. 
SCAN HERE
to order your Gazette coffee mug today, 
or visit vineyardgazettestore.com

Prickly Pear
by SUZAN BELLINCAMPI

	 Eric Brown always points me in the 
right direction.
	 While I don’t hear from him often, 
when an email arrives I know it will be a 
good one. With an eye for detail and an 
interest in the unusual, he has observed 
and shared sightings and photos of brook 
lamprey, freshwater mussels and leeches 
over the years.
	 He most recently reported a perfect 
pear. There were, in fact, more than a pair 
of pears. To his surprise, nestled into a dry 
field in Oak Bluffs, his sharp eyes observed 
a sharp shape. A curious colony of prickly 
pear cactus.
	 Which leads me to an aside — is the 
plural form cactuses or is it cacti? A 
prickly predicament? Nope, both are ac-
ceptable (though we will see what the 
Vineyard Gazette style guide suggests).
	 When we think of cactus, hot, dry 
deserts most often come to mind. But, in 
fact, we do have cactuses in New England 
and there is even some reporting of this 
species further north.
	 Eastern prickly pear,  Opuntia humi-
fusa, is a native cactus that has been 
documented in Indigenous archaeological 
sites in Massachusetts and remains a rare 
resident of the Commonwealth.  A spe-
cies of greatest conservation concern, it 
is endangered (and protected as such) in 
Massachusetts, with less than 50 records 
in five counties.  Middlesex, Essex, Barn-
stable, Nantucket and, of course, Dukes 

are counties containing populations of 
this peculiar plant.
	 Prickly pears are well adapted to heat, 
sandy and dry soils, and harsh coastal 
conditions. Form and function forecast 
survival.  Its large pads, also called no-
pal, are actually stems, not leaves, that 
are photosynthetic, can hold water and 
are edible. True leaves (though they be 
little) can emerge from each areole at 
the tip of new pads, but usually fall off 
quickly.
	 Those areolas are cushion-like struc-
tures on the pads that hold its spines, 
called glochids.  These can present a 
thorny issue if touched and serve as pro-
tection from predators whether those 
are deer, rabbit or humans.  Glochids 
are quite difficult to remove and can be 
painful, so look but don’t touch cacti 
without gloves or tools.
	 Large showy yellow flowers emerge 
in the summer ahead of the fruits that 
start green and ripen to pink or red. The 
flowers and fruits are edible, though as 
mentioned, must be handled with care 
to avoid the plant’s glochids and cleaned 
of them ahead of consumption.
	 Fruits can be eaten raw, candied, 
juiced and made into beers or cock-
tails. The pads can be boiled or grilled 
as vegetables, though with the rarity of 
this plant, consumption of wild ones is 
not recommended.  Obtaining prickly 
pear plants through native plant nurser-
ies and establishing them in the driest 
areas of your yard or garden is the best 
way to have a harvest.
	 And if the flavor of those fruits is 
unappealing, they can be used as dye, 
as can an insect found on these cacti. 
Cochineal are scale insects that live on 
prickly pear cactuses and are used to 
derive a coloring for food, fabric and 
cosmetics akin to the color of its host 
fruit.
	 Barbs and bugs may not sound entic-
ing but I promise that this plant provides 
the most perfect pearing.
	 Suzan Bellincampi is director of 
the Felix Neck Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Edgartown, and author of Martha’s 
Vineyard: A Field Guide to Island 
Nature and The Nature of Martha’s 
Vineyard.

In the Wind 
By ROBERT CULBERT 

	 Northeaster storms can blow pelagic 
birds (ocean dwellers) in close to shore 
so we can see them if we are at the right 
place at the right time. Charles Morano 
found a parasitic jaeger from State Beach 
on Sept. 26.
	 Another result from a northeaster is 
that waterbirds tend to seek sheltered 
spots out of the wind. One of the favored 
spots is Eel Pond. This seems counterin-
tuitive since much of Eel Pond is exposed 
to northeasterly winds, but the Eel Pond 
side of Little Beach is protected and eas-
ily viewed from the boat ramp at Braley’s 
Way. Note that the numbers and species 
observed changes over time.
	 On Sept. 26, Charles Morano visited 
there in the morning and spotted two 
American oystercatchers, one greater 
yellowlegs, nine ruddy turnstones, one 
Bonaparte’s gull, 10 laughing gulls, five 
ring-billed gull, 22 herring gulls, one great 
black-backed gull, one lesser black-backed 
gull and two common terns. 
	 I visited in the afternoon and saw three 
oystercatchers, two ruddy turnstones, 
seven laughing gulls, 18 ring-billed gulls, 
25 herring gulls, two great black-backed 
gulls and two black skimmers.
	 The next day the storm had abated 
somewhat. Nancy Weaver and Janet 
Woodcock added one Hudsonian whim-
brel and three greater yellowlegs, while 
Bob Shriber added one black-bellied plo-
ver, one semipalmated plover and one 
spotted sandpiper. These last two reports 
also include the lone lesser black-backed 
gull.
	 Ocean Park and Waban Park are other 
places birds try to escape from the storm 
winds. Even though these parks are ex-
posed to the strong northeasterly winds, 
there are low protected spots. 
	 At Ocean Park on Sept. 26, I found 
one killdeer, 29 laughing gulls, 10 ring-
billed gulls, 15 herring gulls and two great 
black-backed gulls, while in Waban Park I 
counted 39 laughing gulls, one ring-billed 
gull and 46 herring gulls. 
	 In Aquinnah on Sept. 26, Bob Shriber 
observed one spotted sandpiper, 36 laugh-
ing gulls, two ring-billed gulls, seven 
herring gulls, 15 commons terns and one 
roseate tern.
	 At Katama Farm on Sept. 26, Charles 
Morano counted 110 black-bellied plovers, 
one American golden plover, one greater 
yellowlegs, one pectoral Sandpiper, six 
ring-billed gulls and 13 herring gulls. Later 
that day, Nancy Weaver saw 109 black-
bellied plovers, one golden plover, one 
ruddy turnstone, 10 laughing gulls, 10 
ring-billed gulls and five herring gulls. 
The same day, Bob Shriber observed 120 
black-bellied plovers, one golden plover, 
one ruddy turnstone and the following 
gulls: 30 ring-billed, 16 herring and one 
lesser black-backed gull. 

	 On State Beach on Sept. 26, Charles 
Morano found three black-bellied plovers, 
eight semipalmated  plovers, one greater 
yellowlegs, two sanderling and three dun-
lin on Sept. 26. He also added one Arctic 
tern and 24 common terns. 
	 Helena Firlings observed one Bonapar-
te’s gull on Norton Point on Sept. 27.
	 Species hiding from the strong winds 
are far from the only sightings this week. 
Most unexpected is an Hudsonian godwit, 
which was first reported by Chris and 
Cathy S at Lilly Pond at Squibnocket Pond 
Reservation South on Sept. 19. This large 
shorebird with an up-curved beak hung 
around for a few days. Nancy Weaver and 
Janet Woodcock spotted it there on Sept. 
21 along with six semipalmated plovers, 
eight sanderling and six semipalmated 
sandpipers, and I spotted it again on Sept. 
23 along with six semipalmated plovers, 
one Hudsonian whimbrel, one western 
willet and two pectoral sandpipers.
	 Other unexpected southbound mi-
grants include a veery observed by Caro-
line Heald at the Hoft Farm on Sept. 24, 
and a male scarlet tanager that Thaw 
Malin and Cynthia Bloomquist found at 
their West Tisbury home on Sept. 26.
	 Two autumnal arrivals were also ob-
served. Jennifer Slossberg found one 
American bittern in a marsh across Ma-
jor’s Cove from Felix Neck on Sept. 21, and 
Charles Morano watched two American 
pipits from a beach along Moshup Trail 
on Sept. 26.
	 Warbler migration continues to be 
rather slow in September — usually a 
peak month for warbler migration. The 
most notable sightings have been: Caro-
line Heald spotted the first palm warbler 
of the season at Chappaquonsett on both 
Sept. 20 and 21, Nancy Weaver and Janet 
Woodcock observed what may be the last 
northern yellow warbler of the season 

at the pumping station on Sept. 22, and  
Nancy Weaver located one magnolia and 
three pine warblers along Blue Barque 
Road on Sept. 23, the same day that Bob 
Shriber and Nancy Weaver found one 
blackpoll warbler near State Road in Aqui-
nnah. 
	 Pine warblers are still the most abun-
dant warbler, with three other sightings. 
Caroline Heald counted nine at the Phil-
lips Preserve on Sept. 20, Rich Couse 
observed one near Katama Bay on Sept. 
24, and the early birders saw three at Felix 
Neck on Sept. 24.
	 Charles and Jess Barbieri report what 
may be the last black-billed cuckoo sight-
ing of the year; it was perched on the 
railing of their Makonikey deck on Sept. 
20.
	 Ospreys are still widespread, although 
many of “our” nesting adults have already 
migrated south. This week they were 
seen at the following locations: Lucy Vin-
cent Beach (Chris Schmandt, three, Sept. 
20; Nancy Weaver and Janet Woodcock, 
one, Sept. 25), Squibnocket Beach (Janet 
Woodcock and Nancy Weaver, two, Sept. 
21), Squibnocket Pond Reservation South 
(Nancy Weaver and Janet Woodcock, 
one Sept. 21), Aquinnah (Bob Shriber, 
one, Sept. 22 and one, Sept. 26), Gay 
Head Cliffs (Nancy Weaver, one, Sept. 
23), Menemsha Harbor (Janet Woodcock 
and Nancy Weaver, one, Sept. 25), Seven 
Gates (David Hunter, one, Sept. 21), Chap-
paquonsett (Caroline Heald, one, Sept. 23 
and two, Sept. 22), Crystal Lake (Cynthia 
Bloomquist and Thaw Malin, one, Sept. 
24), west arm of Lagoon Pond (Nancy 
Weaver, one, Sept. 22), and pumping sta-
tion (Nancy Weaver, three, Sept. 22).
	 Please email your sightings to birds@
vineyardgazette.com.
	 Robert Culbert is an ecological consul-
tant living in Vineyard Haven.

Storm Follow
By LYNNE IRONS

	 That was some serious rain over the 
weekend. I may have heard the word 
biblical thrown around. The good news 
was we did not lose power and there 
was minimal wind damage. This was 
only in comparison to last winter’s big 
blizzard. I totally enjoyed the time at 
home and managed quite a bit of put-
tering. Now it’s time to get some fall 
projects done. Hope I get to some of 
them, 
	 When Danny and Marie Larson sold 
the Edgartown Fish Market, Danny gave 
me a number of fish totes. They are 
handy planting containers. I grew all 
my potatoes in them covered with hay. 
	 After harvesting a large number of 
spuds, I tipped out the dirt and hay — 
mixed it up — and placed it back into 
the totes with a healthy dose of com-
post. Right before the storm, I seeded 
lettuce, spinach, kale and carrots. On 
Tuesday, everything had germinated. 
When it gets really cold I can cover with 
Remay, although all those crops can take 
a freeze.
	 We checked several job sites for 
storm damage. On a construction site 
there was an overturned Porta Potty, 
which amused the crew for some time. 
	 Dahlias were beat up but not ready to 
be lifted and stored. They need a freeze 
before digging for winter storage. I took 
apart several ornamental pots. Any pe-
rennials were popped right into garden 
beds. 
	 Because I’m crazy, I save the gera-
niums. I cut them back and repotted 
several into larger pots. They spend the 
winter in an unheated but not freezing 
back room. Most survive with little to 
no attention.
	 On State Road right before the turn 

onto the Edgartown-Vineyard Haven 
Road, there is a house which, years ago, 
belonged to Nancy Bailey. There is a 
flock of chickens in the yard who spend 
the day entertaining passing pedestri-
ans. On Tuesday, they were perched on 
the porch railing, flanking a cement pig. 
Honestly, I love the Vineyard and am 
happy to be a year-rounder. 
	 I am equally happy to live in a tem-
perate zone that experiences seasonal 
changes. Folks often ask why would 
people live where they cannot be out-
side in the cold months. I feel equally 
baffled why they need to be in air 
conditioning all summer. Guess, as the 
saying goes, “That’s why there are horse 
races!” 
	 I’m looking for the right word, either 
loathe or detest, for three weeds that are 
coming back like crazy: mugwort, wild 
morning glory, or as Gratia Herrington 
called it, “Robin run over the ground.” 
It’s hopeless. The only solution might 
be to sell the property.
	 SBS has some hard neck garlic as I 
guess it’s time to plant. Wouldn’t it be 
great if I had a prepared bed ready to 
receive? Because hope springs eternal I 
bought a few bulbs. I usually buy from 
a seed company but I think I’ll put a 
few in the aforementioned fish totes. 
They should grow happily alongside 
lettuce. I’ve planted garlic as late as 
mid-December with success.
	 What has not been successful is the 
tenure of Secretary of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. So far there have 
been over 3,000 confirmed cases of 
measles in my home state of Pennsyl-
vania. RFK and DJT have chosen to dis-
tance themselves from the documented 
cases including four deaths.
	 Measles is one of the most contagious 
diseases. We have a new baby in our 
family — a great-granddaughter for 
me and a grandchild for my oldest son. 
Babies cannot be vaccinated for a year 
so this is concerning for us personally 
and should be nation-wide. 
	 The dismantling of many of our fed-
eral institutions under the present ad-
ministration should be alarming to all 
of us.    




